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 Misoovo a King. 
soo, ſtil fondly defirous of 


ſeeing the fair Altema, now em- 
barked for Synopolis, curling eti- 


quette. He alked his people, in the courſe of 


his voyage, if etiquette permitted Sovereigns 
to write to their-miſtreſſes? he was affured, 
that it did not. Miſogug, in defiance of eti- 


guette, nut himſelf up in his apartment, and 


wrote a warm and tender epiſtle to bis 
beloved Altema. In that letter, he re- 
Vol. II. . mind- 
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minded her of the promiſe which ſhe had 


of the fair Altema: But he was quite 
unhappy, when he found among the men 


1 


made him, of giving him her hand in 
marriage as ſoon as he ſhould attain to 
the rank of a King; informed her, that 
he had now riſen to that rank, intreated 
her to come to Synopolis to receive his 
vows, and begged her to bring, along 
with her, her Chevaliers de Tau, whom 
he promiſed to promote to the moſt ho- 
nourable offices in his Court. This let- 
ter he intruſted to a courier, enjoining 
him to execute His commiſſion with pro- 
found ſecreſy, and not to returi to Sy- 
OI without * an info.) 
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ae | had Milogig ended the 
e bes he became diſguſted with 
royalty. He had wiſhed for ſovereign 
power, only that he might gain poſſeſſion 
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who ſrvoandld him, none but baſe flats. 8 
terers, whoſe hearts were altogether in- 
capable of honeſt friendſhip ; and, among 
the women, at conſtant emulation, who 
ſhould firſt captivate him with her charms; . 
though, notwithſtanding of his being the 
handſomeſt man in his: dominions,: none 
of them was prompted by any other paſ- 
fiion, but the vanity of becoming his miſ- 
treſs. A King is never beloved by the 
ladies on account of his perſonal merit. 
They are alf defirous of partaking in his 
power; and his virtues go: for nothing. 
One took care to convey her picture into 
his hands, by means of an inſinuating 
courtier: another carefully diſplayed to 
him the original, arrayed in all her charms. 
A third lady threw herſelf in his way, when 
he went publickly to the temple of the 
God Ibis; while a fourth appeared on a 
balcony, fronting the ſplendid dome in 
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which his Majeſty aſſiſted at the public 
Te A 2 ceremonies- 


c4 3 
ceremonies of religion. In ſhort, they 
were, every day, every hour, inveſting 
and aſſaulting him with fome battery or 
other: And, doubtleſs, they muſt. have 
prevailed, had not his love to the, fair 
Altema opened his eyes to their infidioug 
arts, and fortified: him againſt their at- 
taeks; they vexed and diſguſted him, in- 

ſtead of giving him pleaſure. But other 
circumſtances, which ſhall be immediately 
related; CT: 104 
— pole ng iendid 
qualities. He was paſſionately fond. of 
glory; and toa much inclined to ſeek 
that glory by military expeditions; 'War 
had been his ſole occupation, and had 
conſtituted all his pleaſures; and, at his 
death, his kingdom was left in a miſerable 
condition. The nobles oppreſſed the 
people without mercy, and without ſhame; 
and the people had long been ſubjected to 
8 all: 


„ 
all the evils which ſpring from deſpotiſm. 
Miſogug beheld thoſe evils with concern 
and grief: he was deſirous of putting a 

| ſpeedy end to them: and his humane and 
feeling ſoul ſoon diſeovered the proper 
means for effecting that benevolent pur- 
poſe. To comfort and relieve that dif- 
treſſed and - unfortunate people, he - firſt 
cauſed all the money which remained in 
the treaſury of his predeceſſor to be diſ- 
tributed among them: and when one of 

dis courtiers preſumed to blame this wiſe | 
beneficence as unneceſſary profuſion, ge 
told him, that God Had raiſed him to the 
throne of Synopolls, not to render him a - 
ſelfiſh ant} avaricious hoarder of wealth, 
but, on the contrary, his vicegerent for 
diſpenſing comfort and er to che 
people 3 5 £ | 


wm — be — 2 * 1 
* rn „ 4 wan San” Aa - 


(= \ 
Th + - 


P 


n a 
* * 
; : 64 * * 7 K 
* 0 _ 8 — — N — —— 3 — r * I 323 „ E 2 * <0” ru * U * 22 > 
o 7 : = = ll N 8 0 
— K 9 — Ty aw 


i [PEFACY was not Aiffcient to | 
_ the people happy; and they had 
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* to ſee how. far Miſogag was wil. 
ling to go, in order.to make their circum- 
Nances more comfortable. In a tour thro? 


his dominions, he ſaw, in one province 


more miſerably poor than the reſt, women 
vcked i in the plough, and peaſants who 
had no other food for ſubſiſtence but tre- 
foil. He was ſhocked with that fight : he 


inſtantly ſtopped. his carriage, and inqui- 


red why thoſe. poor ruſtics. were reduced 


to ſuch extremity of miſery.? 4 He was in- 


formed, by other peaſants, that the pro- 
vince was burdened with taxes, which 
were collected with the moſt diſtreſſing ſe- 
| verity z and that, for want, of cattle. and 


bread, the women were. obliged. to till 
the ground, and the men to ſubſiſt on 
herbs. The horſes yoked in Miſogug's 
carriage were adorned with ſplendid har- 
neſſing, all glittering with diamonds. 
Miſogug, ſeeing on the one hand ſuch a 
luxurious diſplay of wealth, and, on the 
b other, 


C87 0 
other, ſuch wretched poverty, ſprung from: 
his carriage, and, tearing off the rich har- 
neſſing from his horſes, diſtributed the 
diamonds among the peaſants, and pro- 
miſed to order an immediate diminution 
of their taxes, and to inflict ſevere pun- 
iſhment on the oppreſſive tax-gatherers. 
He then returned to his carriage, lament- 
ing the fate of monarchs, who are con- 
demned by. etiquette, to pals an inactive 
life in magnificent confinement, ſurround- 
ed by lying courtiers, who labour to 
keep them ignorant of the miſeries of 
their ſubjects, that they may prevent 
them from terminating, or even ſoftening 
them. 0% M t nat g 


None can be more reſpectable than 
prieſts, phyſicians, and people of the law, 
when they diſcharge honeſtiy the duties 
incumbent on their reſpective oſſices and 
characters. Prieſts are the interpreters 
and 
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and repreſentatives' of the deity I phyff. 

cians, by affording aid to ſuffering huma-- 

nity, become its protectors, and guardian 

angels; and what office can de more 

dignified or important than that of the 

Magiſtrate, who protects the widow and 

the orphan, and guards, by Beneficial laws, 

their fortunes; their honour, and their 

lives? But the Magiſtrates, the Phyſi- 

cians, and the Prieſts of Synopolis, were 

not altogether of unblemiſhed characters. 

The laſt, particularly, were rather intol- 

A crant in their ſentiments. And what a 

| monſter of cruelty does that man gener. | 
ally become, who takes upon him the 
province of avenging the cauſe of God 

Mliſogug ſet before them an example of 

clemency, of which they had much need. 

As he had reſerved to himſelf tlie priv. 
lege of ſigning every ſentence of death 
which might be iſſued in his dominions, 

1 mere was preſented to him one day, for 

5 bas that 


condemning to the flames an unfortunate - 


tadeſman, who, being burdened with a 


numerous. family, had ſtolen à ſilver 
pitcher from the temple of the goddeſs: 


ifs. Miſogug, when he read that decree, 


was ſhocked at the diſproportion between 


the crime and the puniſhment. ., He/or-- 
dered both the criminal and his judges 
to be brought into his preſence, and in- 


terrogate them with regard to the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe. Whetefore, 
fad he to the tradeſman;. did you pre- 
ſume to ſteal a ſilver piteher from the 
temple of Iſis ? Alas! replied: the crimi- 
nal, I did not ſteal it. 1 had fix chil- 
dren ſtarving for want of food, and my 
wite was very ill: after having in vain. 
applied to the compaſſion of men, as I. 
knew the benevolence of the goddeſs, I 


earneſtly prayed to her to make me a pre-- 


knt of a. veſſel which. was uſeleſs to her, 


and 


that purpoſe, a ctzcenfabe Hietophantes,. 
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and which might be of the. greateſt ſer: 
vice to me: ſhe heard my prayer, and, 
by a gracious inclination of her head, ſig. 
nified her permiſſion that I ſhould take it. 


Could I, great King! could I refuſe the gift 
of a bounteous deity:? and if I have done 
wrong in obeying her, does. it not belong 
rather to her, than to my 7 to inflict 
ONO d HOC | 


made ** abs to / ihe vriels 
and the Hierophantes, aſked; I it was 
poſſible for the goddeſs to grant ſuch per: 
miſſion by: an inclination of her head ? 
The prieſts could not deny thiat it wa 
poſſible, without denying, at the ſame time, 
the poſſibility of all miracles; and they 
therefore. aſſured him, that it was very 
poſſible. Well then, continued he, why 
ſhould I put this poor tradeſmam to death, 
and thereby reduce his wiſe and children 
to deſpair ?. let him be inſtantly ſet at li 
Lt 12 bert. 


juſtice; and the prieſts could not hut ac· 
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berty. 1s it nat evident, that, by paying 


obedience to the commands of the god- 
deſs, he could not commit a crime? This 
judgment diſplayed equal ingenuity and 


quieſce and approve: However: to ſecure 
the temples and altars of the gods from 
the ravages of ſacrilege, Miſogug im- 
mediately. enacted a law, forbiding every 
Synopolitan to accept. any preſents from 
the goddeſs Iſis, or any other deity, under 
pas of e e | 


Soo After; he 8 to the hw 
fiejani, which tended no leſs to the bene- 


fit of his ſubjects. He recollected, that 


one of thoſe ſons of Hermes, when for- 


| merly calted-to-preſeribe for himſelf in a 


dangerous illneſs, had pronounced a long 
and unintelligible harrangue on the na- 
ture of his diſtemper, inſtead of giving 


OY for his cure; and, ſince that 


? period, 


= 
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Pere the had placed little confidence in 
"the gentlemen of the Faculty. The phy. 
ſicians of Synopolis were no better than 
thoſe of Babylon. Egypt being natural 
y an unwholeſome country, ſwarmed with 
Phyſicians but the health of the inhabi. 
tants was not a whit better preſerved on 
that account; on the contrary, thoſe ſonsof 
Eſculapius deſtroyed their poor country. 
men by thoufands. Miſogug began by 
forbidding the one half of thoſe gentry to 
practife; at the ſame time reſerving to 
himſelf the power of calling the other: 
to a ſtrict account whenever he ſhould 
think proper. He it was who conferred 
the degree of Doctor, and examined thoſe 
' who OP Des eee their 
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morning before his tribunal; and Miſo- 


BY * what were his theory and 
price 
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. 
practice in. medicine? He expected from 
the man a profound diſplay of erudition, 
and already felt himſelf fatigued and diſ- 
guſted at his long and learned reſponſes. 
The old man, trembling, told him in a 
few words, that he could neither rea nor 
write; and yet had been ſo happy, as ne- 
rer to occaſion the death of a ſingle per- 
ſon during the whole courſe of his life. 
Good heayens! exclaimed Miſogug, with 
amazement, you have long practiſed me- 
dicine, and yet have not occaſioned one 
death! What a wonder! Pray, then, 
who are you, and what. are the ſecrets or 
preſcriptions which you make | uſe of? 
They are very ſimple, replied the old man. 
I never preſcribe: eitheripurges or blood- 
letting; and the only medicines which I. 
recommend to my patients are, oxymel, 
juleps, and exerciſe. When they are in 
a convaleſcent ſtate, I nouriſh them wich 
pilato, and when their health is fuhr re- 
Val. =: 1 eſta· 


(24 
eſtabliſhed, I require of them never to riſe 
from table with a cloyed and overloaded 
ſtomach, but to finiſh their repaſts before 
their hunger is fully fatisfied. | Go, ſaid 
Miſogug to him, you have more {kill than 
all bur brethren together. From this mo- 
ment I appoint youmy chief phyſician, and 
I invite you to eat pilaw with me this 
very evening. Pilaw is a light and whole- 
ſome food, much uſed at Babylon : I am 
very fond of it, and ſtill more ſo of you. 
Pilaw was boiled rice dreſſed with good 
butter or mutton fat. It was much uſed 
over all the Eaſt, and the ignorant old 
man had thought proper to introduce it 
in Egypt. The king decreed, that every 
body ſhould take pilaw inſtead of the 
doctor's drugs, cauſed the apothecaries 
ſhops to be ſhut up, and had ſoon very 
few ſick ſubjects in all Synopolis. He 
carried his precautions ſtill farther. The 


waters - the Nile being ſometimes ſtag- 
5 nated 


n 

nated and putrified in the canals by which 
they were conveyed through the city, dif- 
fuſed a noiſome and noxious ſmell. Miſo- 
gug cauſed the canals to be carefully clean- 
ed and repaired; he gave further kh 
that every citizen ſhould burn daily, in 

the different apartments of his houſe, ci- 


phi, an exquiſite aromatic, which poſſeſs _ 


es the virtue of purifying the air; and the 
city ſoon came to have all the delicious 


fragrance of an orünge grove; on ſome per- 


fumed arbour. 


, 


| THERE prevailed at Synopolis a barba- 
rous practice of putting to the torture ſuch 
innocent perſons as were accuſed of crimes, 
without proof being produced of their 
guilt; and, by that means, compelling 
them to a confeſſion of actions which they 


had not perpetrated. After taking every 


proper precaution. to preſerve the health 


of his ſubjects, Miſogug's next object was 


B 2 to 


CW 23. 
to ſecure to them their lives and proper. 
ty, by abolithing-this barbarous practice. 
The following was the means which he 


took to make them ſenſible of its cruelty. 


and abſurdity. His palace ſtood at a ſmall 


_ diſtance from the temple of the ;goddeſs 
Jo, ſo devoutly worſhtppedin. Egypt under 


the name of Ifis 3: and the ſtatue of that 
goddeſs, which was compoſed of folid gold, 


Miſogug ſlipped, one night, into the tem- 
ple, with all the apartments and corners 
of which he was well acquainted, dexter- 
ouſly ſtole out one of the goddeſs's eyes, 


and next day accuſed -2-ſoldier;, who had 


been placed as centinel: in the periſtylẽ of 
the temple, as guilty of the theft. To de- 
pri ve a goddeſs. af her eyes was a crime 
meriting the ſevereſt puniſnment. The 
ſoldier was immediately arreſted, loa- 
ded with chains, and dragged before 
the * It was thought that, being 

accuſed 
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accuſed by the King, he would make a 
ſpeedy” confeſſion, and give up the god - 
deſs's eye. Being interrogated, he ſwore, 
that he had not once moved from his poſt 
during the whole night; andthat therefore 
it was not poſſible for him to purloin the 
eye. His firmneſs, inſtead of convincing, 
only irritated his judges. The poor wretch 
was condemned to undergo the uſual tor- 
ture. It was inflicted, by cauſing the ac- 
cuſed perſon to thruſt his hand into an urn 
filled with hungry aſpics, whole venomous 
bite generally occaſioned his death in the 
moſt "dreadful agonies. The ſoldier was 
diſconcerted: he trembled on N 
that inhuman order iſſued, but 
compelled to thruſt his hand into = 
urn. Miſogug had before taken care to 
have the aſpics removed, and, in their . 
ſtead; had cauſed two little dogs, who had 
got no dinner that day, but wWlioſe bit 
could have no fatal effects, to be convey. | 
32493 B 3 „ WW. 
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ed into the veſſel. When the ſaldier-puls. 
led: out his hand, it was covered with 
pies to be circulating through' his body; 
and, with a view to obtain a ſpeedy e- 
leaſe from a life vchich was become to him 
inſupportable, he belied his on inno- 
cence; and accuſed himſelf of having ſto- 
len the goddeſs's eye; uttering, at the- 
fame time, frantic and lamentable cries. 
He was inſtantiy condemned: as guilty 
af ſacrilege, and was led off to execu · 
G | [1 17 | 
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_ 'STop, ye inhuman judges! cried Mi- 
fogug- with a vice of thunder, Stop! 
cried;he; pulling ilfe ſacred eye frum his 
pocket, and laying it on a table before 
them, I am the criminal; behold the 
Proof of my guilt! Ile judges turned 
pale, and looked on each other in furpriſe. 
The ſaldier was brought back into the 
= 8 caurt.. 


69 J 
oourt. Miſogug went up to him, told! 
him to be eaſy. witlf regard to his wound- 
ed hand; and overturning the urn, the 
little dogs came forth, and fell a-barking, 
at the rigid. and unmerciful college of juſs- 
ice. Hear, continued Miſogug, addreſ⸗ 
ſing himſelf to thoſe inflexible judges, Le 
Magiſtrates, hear! Even the brute crea - 
tures reproach your cruelty and injuſtice. 
If you perſiſt. in condemning innocent 
victims to torture, may thoſe little dogs 
become lions; and open their jaus, only 
to devour you!. Having ſpoke thus, he 
cauſed the innocent ſoldier to be relieved 
of his irons, ſent tlie eye of the goddeſs: 
to be replaced in her countenance, ap- 
peaſed the little dogs by ordering chem a 
plentiful. meal, and/ aboliſhed. for ever 
both the ordinary and ben tor · 
n all agus doctunagRts.: 1 . 
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to give an account of all the abuſes 
which Miſogug reforihed, of all the wiſe 
deciſions which he pronounced, and all 
the new regulations which he inſtituted, 
to promote the happineſs of his ſubjects. 
He knew commerce to be neceſſary for 
a great ſtate : becauſe it is always/a'co- 
| pious ſource of wealth and plenty. Mum- 
mies were, at that period, the ſtaple article | 
of the Egyptian traffic: the Egyptian 
| merchants 'exported them to all parts of 
the known world ; and, in return, they 
brought from Perſia the ſulphur which 
the embalmers uſed in manufacturing that 
valuable commodity; from China, porce- 
lain, to adorn their tables and ſide- boards; 
from Greece, gold and ſilver-ſtuffs for 
their cloaks and robes; from India, ſteel 
for their warlike inſtruments; from Alep- 
po, glaſs-for teleſcopes and ſpectacles; 
and from Arabia the Happy, printed linen. 
OT. bad thus become the moſt 
powerful 


ar 
powerful and flouriſhing city in Egypt. 
Miſogug was not content with barely re- 
eſtabliſhing - peace and order: a nation 
cannot be happy whoſe manners are cor-- 
rupt; and the manners of the Synopoli- 
tans were extremely diſorderly and licen 
tious. The ladies of pleaſure were very 
numerous, and in proportion to their 
number were the miſchiefs which they 
occaſioned. Miſogug treated them much 
in the ſame way as he had uſed the 
phyſicians: he diminiſhed their numbers, 
and adopted a very mild and ingenious: 
expedient to render | thoſe who remained 
leſs hurtful.: Thaſe ladies had uſed to. 
walk the ſtreets by. night, and to entice to 
their arms paſſengers of every rank and. 
condition. Miſogug iflued:expreſs orders 
that they ſhould not go abroad but by 
day, and ſhonld confine themſelves to 
their lodgings during the night: his or- 
ders were ſtrictly obeyed, and even the 
greateſt: 


Can) 
greateſt rakes found their complexion ſo 
inflamed by the debauches of the night, 
their eyes ſo wild and impudent, and the 
whole of their pretended" charms ſo much 
jaded by the carefles to which they had 
been expoſed, that there was ſcarce one 
gentleman in all Synopolis who did not 
behold them with averſion inſtead of de. 
ſire. They compared them to thoſe 
glittering inſects which by night emit 
a ſpangling light, but by day are inviſible, 
or at leaſt paſs unobſerved. The mar. 


-ried went home to their wives, and the 


batchelors got married, and taſted pure 
and genuine pleaſures in the arms of law- 
ful love. When Miſogug was informed 
of the happy effects of his new law, he 


ſaid to himſelf, Ah! if ſuch a law had 


ſubſiſted at Babylon, when I arrived there 
firſt, and J had ſeen Fanfouka and Zumil- 
la only by day, the one would not have 
robbed me of an hundred pieces of gold, 

nor 
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nor would the other have nee 


to me a loathſome n ſits! 


digen b had now given many leſſons 
of virtue to his people: but leſſons are 
of no value, when not enforced by ex- 
ample; nor can he be an uſeful legiſlator 
who pays no regard to the laws which 
he has enacted. Miſogug wiſhed every 
Synopolitan to be ſtrictly faithful to any 
engagements which he might contract, 
either by word or, writing; and he ſoon 
ſhewed what ſacred regard he himſelf 
paid to a ſimple promiſe. As he knew 
himſelf to be highly beloved by his people; 
he was! in no fear of any attempts being 
made on his life: and he frequently walk- 
ed alone-in a foreſt at a little diſtance 
from the palace, to refreſh himſelf after 
the cares, and the fatigues of government; 
and to think on the charms of the fair | 

Altema. 
ONE 
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a 
nx day as he wandered through that 
foreſt, loſt in thought, he was ſuddenly 


attacked by three robbers who demanded 


His purſe. There was at this period nei. 
ther gold nor ſilver coin in Egypt: through 
the dominions of Miſogug, and all the 


| eſt of the country, the metals uſed in 


the tranſa&tions of commerce were valued 
by weight. Miſogug happened to have 


no gold upon him to gratify the robbers, 


nor arms to defend himſelf againſt them. 


However, as they were very prefling in 
their demands, he put his hands in his 


po- kets, and finding nothing but the dia- 


mond-Tau of Altema, he offered it to 


them, with -a promiſe of ranfoming it, 


that ſame evening, at the expence of five 


hundred pieces of gold, of a certain 
weight. The robbers agreed; ſtruck with 
the appearance of candour and probity 


which diſtinguiſhed his air and manner. 


One of them aſked his name, and where 
| he 


4 
he might be found? To this queſtion 
Miſogug replied, with great ſimplicity, 
1 am Miſogug, King of Synopolis; I am 


returning to my palace; and if one of 


you will accompany me, or follow in a 
few minutes, I promiſe, upon the word of 


a King, that neither his life nor liberty 


ſhall be expoſed to the ſmalleſt danger: 


you appear to be pretty honeſt for your 
profeſſion ; and if 1 could be ſo happy as 


to render you good citizens and faithful 
ſubje&s, I ſhould think that trifling ſum 


well beſtowed. You are King Mifogug ! 
cried the robbers, with aſtoniſhment z 
pour virtues are not unknown to us, and 


we entertain no doubts of your faithfully 
fulfilling your engagements. A King, 
however, ſhould pay more than ano- 


ther man; and it will not be too much 


for you to give us a chouſand pieces, in 
ranſom for the pawn which you have put 
into our hands. Though to ſo frugal a 
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| n as Miſogug a thouſand. pieces 
appeared no {mall ſum, yet he agreed to 
pay them; and returned peaceably to his 
palace, bidding good night to thoſe noble 
takints of the wood. An hour after, one 
of thoſe gentlemen took care to call at 
the palace. Miſogug was then at ſupper 
with ſome ladies of the court, w whoſe beau- 
ty he could not prefer to that of the fair 
Altema, though, they gave him ſome very 
tender glances, and adorned their coun- 
tenances with the moſt obliging ſmiles ; . 
and ſome lords who had that day, for the 
firſt time, enjoyed the honour of riding 
in the royal caminges. The robber en- 
tered with an air of aſſurance, and aſked 
to ſpeak with the king. Miſogug heard 
him: it has been already obſerved, that he 
often paid little regard to etiquette : he 
immediately got up from the table; and 
making his excuſes to the ladies, attend- 


ed the robber to Wawert room, where he 
| FIN re- 
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received his Tau, counted out the thon- 
ſand pieces which he had promiſed, and 
| et him know, that if he and his com- 
 rades ſhould think proper to eontinue in 
their way of life; in caſe they were taken, | 
he would cauſe them to be impaled, their 
bodies to be burnt, and their aſhes to be 
ſcattered with the wind. After giving 

him this ſhort leſſon, he cauſed him to be 
conducted into the ſtreet, and returning 
to his company, reſumed his place at table 
with the ſame eaſe and ſilence as if he 
had been giving audience to a foreign 


C. MEN is, without contradiction, 
the firſt and faireſt virtue which can a- 
dorn a prince. Clemency was the favour» 
ite virtue of Miſogug. He was no leſs 
ready to pardon than a tyrant is to tor- 
ment and puniſh; and he took particular 
pleaſure in pardoning , ſuch nn as 
0 2 were 


6289 
were offered to himſelf. Chance often 
preſented him opportunities of exerciſing 
that ſublime virtue. One time, among 
others, when he returned from obſerving 
| vith his own eyes the condition of the 

door peaſants, and entered the eity of 
r. by a numerous reti. 
nue, he gave an inſtance af generoſity 
and greatneſs of ſoul which few ſovereigns, 
dowever great or amiable their charac - 
ters, have ever equalled. The moun- 
tains of Perſia were at that time inhabited 
by a people named Aſſaſſins or Aſſaſſinians, 
ſubject to a prince whom they. entitled 
the old man & the moumtam. That tyrant 
had invented and taught a new and fin- 
gular religion. He endeavoured to effect 
the death of all thoſe kings whoſe reli · 
gious principles were different from his 
own; and ſuch was the influence to which 
he had attained over the minds of his 
de by * them in a future 
72 s ſtate, 
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fate, as reward for their preſent ſervices 
to him, the enjoyment of every ſenſual 
delight, in a paradiſe formed for voluptus 
ous gratification 3 that there was not 'a 
man in his dominions who did not eagers 
y aſpire to ſignalize himſelf by | regicide; 
One of thoſe mountaineers, underſtands 
ing that Miſogug was a devout worſhip. * 
per of the deities of Egypt, and 'confe> 
quently an impious heretic in the eyes of 
the old nan of the mountain,” concealing 
himſelf behind a column, aimed an arrow 
at the King of  Synopolis, as he entered 
his capital-' But whether remorſe or fear 
rendered his hand unſteady; or the deity; | 
who could not but be pleaſed with the 7160 
wiſdomy, juſtice, and benevolence of Mi. 
ſogug, turned aſide the arrow; it whiz. 
zed by his ear, without doing him any 
other injury but diſcompoſing his locks, 
Its direction was obſerved; and the vik 
lain was ſoon diſcovered, with his bo- 
Alno 3 ſtill 
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fill in his hand; he was inſtantly ſeized, 
and carried before Miſogug. What in. 
jury have I done you, faid the hero to 
him with a mild and benignant tone of 
voice? Unhappy wretch ! how have I 

aggrieved you? What can prompt you 
to attempt the life of a-man who, if you 
are his ſubject, would willingly lay it 
down to ſave yours? You are a King, 
and an Egyptian idolater, replied the 
Aſſaſſin; and the Old Man of the moun- 
tain has commanded me to kill all the 
kings who believe not in the God whom 
he adores. Since religion has been your 
motive, replied Miſogug, - why have you 
miſſed your aim? I know not, anſwered 
the other, but I am angry with myſelf 
Jy failed. It was not till after 1 


of you ſet up 48 4 . 1 aimed 
this arrow whic has betrayed me. Well, 


returned Miſogug, go, practiſe other fix 
An S8 months; 


CF 
months; perhaps your hand. wilb then be 
leſs unſteady, and your aim moreſure. Theſe: 
words affected the heart of the Aſſaſſin in 
ſuch a manner, that he reflected with 
horror on. the principles of his maſter; 
and on the delicious paradiſe and charmt 
ing houris with the hope of which he had 
been bribed to attemꝑt ſuch an attrocious 
crime. A thouſand times did he aſk pardon- 
for his criminal and audacious; attempt, 
ſyearing that he would henceforth -obey 
no other but Miſogug, nor adore any 
deities but the —_— ene b 
| NM 
Wasesusd ſabjedts would 0 ſuf. 
fer the wretch to eſcape priniſhment. But 
be, on this oecaſion, reſiſted all their ſo- 
licitations and remonſtrances. Had he 
attempted the liſe of one of my ſubjecta, 
faid the king, his puniſhment ſhould not 
be delayed; but the arrow was directed 
againſt my own life; and, as a King, I 
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Have a Tight to pardon or to puniſh. The 
natural goodneſs and benevolence of Mi. 
ſogug's temper was, at this time, -increx 
ſed by-a letter which his courier had late: 
ly brought bim, and which informed 
him, that the fair Altema was en her way 
to Synopolis, to become the partner of 
' his bed and his throne. This news ren- 
dered him ſo happy, that he wiſhed all 
around him one ſcene of felicity, and was 
eager to complete and confirm tha 
| happineſs of his people. While he was 
daily expecting the arrival of his charms 
ing miſtreſs, he diſmiſſed thoſe ravenous 
miniſters. of the finances who. overgorged 
themſelves with the marrow of the {tate 
and the blood: of the poor; and ſubſti- 
tuted in their oom men of integrity 
| and frugality, who, he knew, would en- 
| deavour io render the;burden'of the tax. 
| | f es as light as poſſihle to their fellow-ſub- 
| Jets and would be ſaving of me publie 
= 44 treaſure, 
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treaſure, with a view to provide reſources: 
ſor the neceſſities of the ſtate. A demon, 
| who had aſcended from the infernal re- 
gions, at that period ravaged Egypt, 
ſpreading deſolation and mourning over 
the land. She was named the Demon of 
Chicane and Litigation. Miſogug being! 
deſirous, for the benefit of his ſubjects, to 
baniſh her to her native ſhades, com 
manded all the ſophiſtical books, by means 
of which her poiſon: was diffuſed over the 
nation, and inſinuated into the hearts ofthe 
Egyptians, to be committed to the flames 
and abridging the forms of judicial proces! | 
ſes, as well as removing the otlhief cauſes 
which had uſed th retard the detifions of 
juſtice, he compoſed and publiſhed a'tivit | 
code, at onee brief, plain, and expktit, on 
erery point. Heordained,that every ſubject 
of the Synopolitan empire ſhould keep a co- 
py of this code in his houſe, that he might 
have conſtant recourſe. to it, for the direc- 

= tion 
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tion of his own condu&, and for the- ter: 
mination of ſuch differences as might a- 


riſe among his neighbours. Moreover, 
he inftituted four grand tribunals for ex. 

traordinary and difficult cauſes ; and from 

any of thoſe tribunals a cauſe might be 
carried, by appeal, before his council; 
where he preſided in perſon, and, follow. 
ing the dictates of his own heart, general. 

ly decided in fuck a manner as to diſmils 
the parties, neither diſſatisfied nor injured 
by his ſentence. Convinced, tho' a mo- 
narch, of the natural equality of all man- 
kind, he ſhewed bis ſubjects, that the 
greateſt lord of his court need not hope 
to be treated with more partiality or favour 
than the meaneſt peaſant in the empire; 
that the ſplendour of rank, the pride of 
high birth, and the pomp of wealth, dil. 


appeared before his eyes; and, like 2 


cloud diſſipated before the ſun- beams, 


3.4% 


| bread in peace. 
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could not divert or impede. "me been 


or inflexible Led 


1 a few of the great Lords have 
deen nonſuited before his council in 
their unjuſt claims againſt their poor 
neighbours, they began to diſcontinue 


the proſecution of ſuch oppreſſive actions, 


and to ſuffer the poor to labour for their 
Being well perſuaded 
that agriculture is the moſt uſeful of the 
arts, and that where agriculture is not en- 
couraged all the reſt muſt languiſh and 
decay, he diſbanded his troops in time of 
peace, and converted his ſoldiers into 
huſbandmen : only he gave orders, that 
twice a week they ſhould aſſemble in 
companies, to perform their military ex- 
erciſes, and appointed in every town a 


Lieutenant to take the command on ſuch 


occaſions.” Thus he cauſed the fame 
men to handle' the plough and the ſcymi- 
tar; 


/ 
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tar; by their labours they ſupported their 
Families, while by their valour and {kill 
in arms they defended their country, 
His conduQ in their affair of the goddeſs's 
eye was a proof chat he could not be an 
enthufiaſt, nor an intolerant perſecutor 
ofthoſe whoſe religious ſentiments were dif. 
ferentfrom his on. He fuffered every man 
to offer his devotions to whatever deity 
he thought proper; to a cat, a dog, an ox, 
2 mouſe, a pumpion, or onion; provided 
Always that no private temples were erec- 
ted, that none prefumed to diſturb or ri- 
dicule the devotions or religions ſenti- 
ments of his neighbours, and that every 
-one was careful to fulfilthe-duties incum- 
bent on him as a man and a member of 
ſociety. As to himſelf, he failed in the 
performances ofno duty becominga King; 
he remembered with gratitude, that kind- 
neſs of heaven which, through. the paths 
— of honour and victory, had conducted him 
+4763 | to 


„ held 


viſe politicians, who thought bocks good 
for nothing; he extended to them his ſpi- 


. 
to 2 throne; and his firſt care, every more 


ning, was to expreſs his gratitude to the 


. God whom he adored, and to beg the 
continuance of his gracious protection. 


Without regarding che opinion of ſome 


tit of toleration 2 and being perſuaded, 
that though the contents of books be not 
always ingenious ar true, yet they natural- 
iy contribute to-the:diſcovery:of truth; he 
impoſed no reſtrictions on the liberty of 
the preſs, and openly. protected every ſpe- 
cies of literature, from Epic poetry to ſons 
nets and madrigals, and from dictionaries 
10 funeral orations. Only he enjoined 
lawyers not to write upon Rights, and 
prieſts not to meddle with polemical di- 
vinity-; for he was afraid of the unhap- 
py effects of ſchiſms and litigations, on 
the peace and proſperity of his empire. 
As to the Reviewers and Nn he 
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made them directors of the preſſes, and 
ſome acquitted themſelves pretty well in 
that office. The different theatres which 
he had feen in Babylon ſuggeſted to him 
the idea of eſtabliſhing ſome in Synopolis. - 
The edifices which he cauſed to be erec- 
ted for that purpoſe, were rather ſtrong 
and ſtately, than ſhewy or elegant, for 
he was defirous that the lives of his 
ſubjects ſhould not be expoſed to the 
ſmalleſt danger while they were purſu- 
ing their amuſement; and in order to 
preſerve peace and unanimity in the re- 
gions of the theatre, he ſtrictly forbade 
the actors to protect dull authors, and 
the authors to treat the actors with con- 
tempt. Ie did more, he went himſelf to 
the comic opera, when the pieces an- 
nounced for the evening were not of 2 
ſentimental nature; to thenational theatre, 
when new plays were brought forward, 
and to the grand opera, when the- muſic | 
_ and muſicians were good. 
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A Conſpiracy, and a Voyage. __ _ 
| * iQ "* ; 

; ſhort, „ Miſogug —— perſuaded that 
it was the duty of a king to deprive him. 
ſelf of reſt for the quiet of his people, and 
to watch 'a good deal, that they might | 
fleep in ſecurity, laboured night and day 
to render the nation happy. And as it | 

is impoſſible to be happy without being 
virtuous, inſtead of loading the architrave 
of his palace with-laboured and pompous 
inſcriptions, on the doors of all his apart · 
ments this admirable leſſon was inſcribed 
in letters of gold, If. you will be wicked, 
feek a place where you may be hid from the 
eye of God. Theſe words, ſtill more deep- 
. N on his heart , conſtantly exci- 
| b ted 
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ted him to the practiceof virtue; and none 
could approach the royal preſence, with- 
out being m at once by precept 
and example. wege N. 


A e ſo wiſe, fo virtuous, and 
ſo ſolicitous for the happineſs. of his peo- 
ple, ought to have feigned for ever. But 
nothing on earth is fixed or permanent; 
and virtue is conſtantliy expoſed to the ſe- 
ttet or ppen attacks of the wicked. Mi- 
ſogug had not been able to write to Al- 
tema with ſuch ſecrecy as 16%cohceal* W 
entirely from his courtiers. It was. ſoon 
known over all Egypt, that. the king 
of Synopolis held correſpondence with 
the wiſe of 2 Babylonian financier, 
and was, beyond all doubt, diſpoſed to 
take her in marriage; and raiſe her to be 
Queen of Synopolis All the other kings, 
who wereexceedingly. attentive to etiqueite, 
were much n and diſſatisfied at 

a ſuch 
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fuch a propoſal; paniculal the king 1 
Tanis, who was brother - in - law to the 
late King Daaroth, haughtily expreſ- 
ſed his diſapprobation of ſo diſgraceful 
an alliance. He had a fon, about twen- 
ty years of age, whom he had long wiſh- 
ed to ſucceed to his uncle's: throne; but 
the marriage of Miſogug muſt finally diſ- 
appoint every hope of. ſeeing this accom- 
pliſhed ; he therefore formed a deſign to 
dethrone that prince, who, by his mean 
amour, ſhewed himſelf unworthy of a 


Tux High Prieſt of Synopolis, who 
regarded Miſogug as a ſacrilegious wretch, 
ever ſince he had uſed: the Ibis? with fo 
little reverence, eagerly fought an oppor- 
' tunity to-punifh: him for that daring act 
of impiety, and rejoized to ſeize that we”; 
which now offered. The hatred of de- 
Votes is generally obſerved to be pecu- 
c D 3 Uarly 
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va myeterate- and: Telentleſs.. "The 
High Prieſt afforded a proof of the truth 
-of this obſervation. He conceived: the 
-pious deſign of effecting the deſtruction 
of Miſogug, in order to vindicate the 
glory of the affronted, injured Ibis. He 
communicated his intentions to the King 


| "of Tante, with whoſe diſpoſitions o 


-wards Miſogug he was not unacquainted: 
and the King of Tanis ſent him a dozen. 
of the-moſt determined rufians in his do- 
mwmünions, to aſſiſt him in accomplithing 

his enterprize. The High Prieſt anima- 

ted their courage, and inflamed their 

rage, by a moſt vehement harangue a- 
gainſt heretics. He perſuaded them, 
that they were engaged to vindicate the 

cauſe of Heaven, in whoſe fight nothing 
could be more atrociouſiy wicked or 

impious, than to imjufe or ridieule the 

- acred Ibis. Enthuſiaſm eaſily: eſtabliſhes 


der empire over „ 
#1 rant 


% LIC 
1 8 bs 


. 


K | 
rant and the wicked; and a determined 
{cheme was now formed for the ruin of | 


Miſogug, which it ſeemed ſcarcely poſ- 


fible- for any unforeſeen accident to diſ- 


concert. Securely guarded as he was by 
the love and gratitude of his people, 
it would perhaps have been impoſſible 
for any ſuch misfortune to hefall him; 

which rendered all his prudence and. 
courage ineffectual, and deprived him af 

that ſupport which he mi ht hovers 
& ny the Hwy of his ne | 


Ve: Magee i of 


As he was ee en in 25 


park, with a huge volume in his hands; 


filed with moſt injurious. and falle 
aperſions againſt his conduct, which 
the High Prieſt had fecretly printed, ant. 


\ zealouſly circulated thro* the empire; 4 the 
chief deſign of which was to prove, that 
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to onal a foreigner who uad been mar- 
ied to a commifſſioner of the revenues. 


5 Misogud was alone; for he had no 
reaſon to diſtruſt any of his ſubjects; he 
Was reading over the volume with a ſmile 
of pity, when he was ſuddenly interrup- 
ted by a female voice, that called on his 
name through the wood. It was the ſound 
ol that voice whoſe accents. were deareſt | 
to his heart. He haſtily threw from him 
the book, and directing his ſteps toward 
that-quarter fromwhich the ſound ſeemed 
to iſſue, he perceived i in an arbour, at à 
ſmall diſtance, —he perceived-—Alkema 
Herſelf, the dear object of his affe cdioms, 
the miſtreſs of his heart, for whom alone 
de had deigned to aſcend a throne; Ab! 
i etied Miſogug, throwing himſelf; at her 
feet, is it you, my dear Altemaz my 
Princeſs! my Queen! I can now place 
Jou on a chrone: and that is all I deſire. 
And 


* 
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And are you at length come to reiga 
vith me? How is the good King Iſoul, 

and the divine Immaroe? Your Che- 
valiers de Tauy—pray where are they? 
Have: they accompanied you-bither? No, 
replied Altema. I. am come alone; and 
could L do otherwiſe? Love was my 
guide. I received your leiter a I kiſſed it 
a thouſand times; and I am now ready 
to fulfil my engagements. But night is 
faſt approaching; and it would be highly 
indecent for me, a deſtendent of bw. 
10d, ta be ſeen alone with you in the ſoli- 
tude of this foreſt. lodge with che 
High Prieſt. | Bepleas'd to call ahere to- 
morrow evening, unaccompanied by any 
attendants, and I will then reply to at 
your queſtions more atleiſure. Having ſaick 
theſe words, ſhe quickly diſappeared. Mi- 
bogug followed her with his eyes acroſs the 
wood as far as poſlible, not reflecting that 
the High Prieſt was his enemy, and ſtill 
br . leſs 
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leſs ſuſpecting that he ſhould ſuffer any 
injury by the means of Altema. Next 
evening Miſogug, aſſuming a diſguiſe, 
and flipping out from the palace by a 
private door, fet out with a quick. pace 
for the dwelling of the High Prieſt, and 
ſoon arrived there on foot, and unarmed, 
It was night; and the ſhade of night is 
favourable to erimes. Miſogug entering, 

aſked to ſpeak with the High Prieſt; 2 
number of Mlaves richly: dreſſed, walking 
before him with blazing flambeaux in 
their hands, led him through a long range 
of apartments, and, at Taft, conducted 
him into the moſt retired and private 
chamber in the palace. He hoped to 
find there his beauteous Altema engaged 
in pious converſation with the High 
Prieſt. But inſtead of the fair Altema, 
what a different fight preſented itſelf to 
dis eyes? The Aſſaſſins employed by the 
King of Tanis were there aſſembled, 
| with 
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with. the High Prieſt at their head; they 
were whetting their ſcymitars. The King 
of Tanis himſelf was among the band, 
but in diſguiſe, and prompted them anew, 
by the moſt liberal e to the deſ- 
parate d 1g to Miro ett 9 

Tn inſtant 55 diſtinguiſhed Miſo- 
gug, they fell upon him, all at once. Mi- 
ſogug, though but one againſt a num- 


ber, bravelydefended himſelf; and ſnatch- 


ing a ſword from one of the ruſſians laid 
him dead at his feet, and wounded two 
others of the party. Had he come pre- 
pared for that unequal combat, he might 
perhaps have been victorious: but what can 
ralour do againſt treachery, and ſuperior 
numbers? The High Prieſt called to 
them, not to kill him, but to load him 
with chains, that he might be reſerved 
for a puniſhment more cruel than death. 
The unfortunate King was diſarmed, in 


his 


145 > $7 +> BR 
Ms turn: ke was bound and led before 
the High Prieſt, who, in an humble and 
reſpectful tone of voice, addreſſed him in 
the following ſhort oration: I afk par. 
don, Sire, I aſk a thouſand pardons, for 
daring to violate your ſacred perſon: but 
you have forced me to this by your wan- 
ton profanation of ſacred things: you ſacri. 
legiouſſy violated the diviniryofthe Ibis and 
the Majeſty of Heaven. Js my duty to de- 
fend and avenge their cauſe, and I make 
no ddubt but they will approve of my 
conduct. Without giving the monarch 
e ee Marie Hitt bi 
uſſociates to ſtrĩp him of his robes, Which 
Was inſtantiy done. Before doing that, 
they were obliged to unbind his fetters; 
but thoſe being again faſtened on his na- 
ked body, he was incloſed, along with a 
cat and a ſerpent, in a narrow. coffer of 
dry wood, of the ſhape of a long - boat. 
6... Ae-4« 
cdhoſe 
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thoſe animals have no foad for ſome days 
before, that they might tear more raven 
ouſly the fleſu of Miſogug ; and it was 
expected that they would immediately fal 
upon him with à keen appetite. The 
King of Tanis was for putting 2 more 
ſpeedy end toi his ife with a blow af a ſcy- 
mitar. But the mild ſervant of the Ibis, 
who. propoſed à puniſhent mare cruel = 
than death, would have thought this tos 
ealy ; and at was he who invented this 
merciful cantrivance of expolings Milo. 
gug to the ravenous jaws of a cat and 2 
ed with theſe companians, was conveyed 
by ſane! faalors-m:2 boat, into the open 
ſea, and tem expuſeld, in the ny * 
che mee all zu, 
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| Milogig! in an inſtant he had paſſod from 
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of misfortune. In the morning, ſeated on a 
throne, and ſurrounded withthe homage of 
Mattering courtiers: in the evening, bound 
with. fetters, like the moſt worthleſs cri- 
minal, he was about to ſuffer the moſt 
Frighful torments which human rage could 
invent. O Altema! chatming Altema! 
Can it be you who have precipitated me 
into this abyſs of miſery and ſhame? 
Could you poſſibly be devoted to the 
worſhip of the Ibis, and, actuated by zeal 
for the honour, cauſe me to be expoſed to 
ſerpents ? No, nd; that I cannot believe: 
you love me, you cave told me ſo; and 
the heart which is ſoſtened by the power 
 barous rage. Doubtleſs ſome malignant 
Genius has aſſumed your heavenly form 
to betray me into that ſnare into which 1 
fell in the houſe of the High Prieſt. I have 
been too ſimple, too credulous: I alone 
am n and I a: 9 


1 fate. 


oY 3 ) 


fte. Ali! — 1 


had J not ſeen you, I might ſtill have 
ved happy in Bablyon: But for you, 
L might ſtill: have been Cupbearer to my 


maroe; but for you, I had never conceiv- 
ed the fooliſh” ambition of becoming a 
king; but for you, I ſhould mauer have 
engaged in war; wich, though the moſt 
drilliant of profeſſions, is yet the moſt 
cruel ſcourge with which the human 
race —— youu not 
aroth ee tefeatrafat | ic pal 
of a baſe and inhuman High Prieſt, by 
innocently beating his adored Ibis on my 
fiſt : but for ybu, I ſhould not be thus 
fettered and ineloſedʒ to be devoured by 
A ſerpent and a cat. O Alloyo! -how. uns 
erring your - predictions//——O: Itochic 
pul: how eggregiouſly. have you been 


miſtaxken! Such 4s. the woman whoſe 
i. virtues. 


good maſter-Iſoul, and his fair queen Im- 
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virtues were to render me truly happy! 
at angel on earth, who was to de. 
{fcend fram:heaven to complete my bliſs ! 
is (this angel, this accompliſhed wo- 
man, tis fhe- alone in the cauſe of all my 
miafortunes! Lou ſee, you impoſtor, 
you ſee how well your prophecies are 
accompliſned! Ah! my dear (maſter, 
though he had never travelied into Egypt, 
had much more gooe ſenſe chan yon? But 
poſſibiy you may be the ſole author of | 
my misſortunes. I ſtil recollect what a fine 
rival you provided tu depaiue mer of the 
jolly Thamefis.. Barbatous man l thus do 

| you ' ſport with my miiferies! Tis you, 
perhaps, tis you, who under ihe ſhape and 
features of Altema have reduced me ta my 
ble Altema, could not ſo cruelly betray me. 
You, too, may perhaps, be concealed un. 
dier the form of ſome of the companions 
* me 3 Wen of one of my 


2 execu- 
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executioners: you are poſſihly that cat 
or ſerpent. Ah! remain for ever under 
chat happy diſguiſe; for what other diſ- 
guiſe can better ſuit your diſpoſitions? 
The moſt cunning ſerpents, and the moſt 
ravenous cats, are benennen 
or eee Ne WOK PAs SHE) 
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eee far de righe 
in his conjectures. The Archimagus, 
Itochipul, had not aſſumed the form of 
either the eat or the ſerpent; but he 
was not altogether: itinocent of the poor 
in the ſequel. However, Miſogug's 
floating prifon- had been now driven for 
ſeveral hours before the waves and 
the winds z and ſtill, neither the reptile 
nor the quadruped preſumed to touch 
their victim One would have faid 
that thoſe creatures revereneed inno- 
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of hunger, began to gnaw the fetters 
with which Miſogug was enchained. 
They were formed of cat · gut compoſed 
of the entrails of bears: and the reaſon 
why ſuch bonds bad been uſed, was, be- 
cauſe they were mare pliant than iron 
chains, and eaſier for the captive. The 
deliberate and ingenious. eruelty of the 
High Prieſt had neglected nothing which 
might contribute to render Miſogug eaſy, 
aud leave him at leiſure to enjoy all 


never wholly forſakes the righteous, 
and, ſooner, o later, the wieked never 


cat at length cut them through, and by 


dat means releaſed Miſogug's hands. 
ſuch _— fortune, ſoon undead : his 


* ; 4 ters. 
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ters. And when he regained' the free 
uſe of his limbs, he ſoon put an end to 
the lives of his two antagoniſts, withont 
any extraordinary exertions. So near a 
proſpect of death might indeed have ani- 
mated the moſt cowardly, and ſtrength- . 
ened the weakeſt of men. He bad thus 
eſcaped one danger; but that was not 
the greateſt of thoſe which threatened 
him. The coffer in which he was con- | 
fined was ſo cloſely compacted, that it 
was impoſhble to break it open; and 
though that were accompliſhed, for what 
purpoſe would it ſerve Liberty is of 
mall value to a perſon in the midſt of 
the ocean, and, on all ſides, out of ſight 
of land. Miſogug had now no other 
part to act, nor reſource to take, but to 
die of hunger. Let this was far from 
being agreeable, and therefore, to be a- 
voided as long as poſſible. One natural 
means of prolonging his exiſtence was 
10 " {20008 
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fill! in his power: he might eat thofe 
creatures which- had been intended to 
devour him. This he made no ſcruple 
10 do. Ile began with the cat as being the 
teaſt loathſome to nature. The ſerpent's 


turn came next; and he was ſo careful 


not to waſte his proviſions, that, notwith- 


ſtanding the extremity of his hunger, he 
made them ſerve him for eight days. At 
laſt they came to an end, in fpite of his 


temperance; and the poor wreteh, now 
deſtitute of every reſource, looked upon 


timfelf as in his tomb, and thuddered 

with 1 of itn thus 

e nm a 2 £2 4498 tu 

uy 8. 54730) nnn tan! 
pins he ſuffered 1 nn 

of thekeeneſt hunger; and was expecting, 

en the" third, to be relieved from all his 


fafferings by death; when he heard a noiſe 


around his eoffer, and felt himſelf drag- 
ged in a direction contrary tothe motion 
= of 


3 & 3d 
ened attentively, and diſtinguiſhed the 
ſounds of human voices at no great diſ- 
tance. He was afraid of calling to them; 
leaſt he might find them more hoſtile than 
the monſters which he had deſtroyed. Ha 
dreaded to find among them ſome other 
àvenger of the ſacred bis Agaim he liſt- 
ened, and heard one perſon fuying. to ans 
other, We have cauglu nothing to-day, 
theſe words were ſpoken dy ſiſhermen 
and feeling an agitation of the water, like 
that which is occaſioned by the motion 
of oars, he concluded that the fiſhermen 
vere coming to take him into their boat. 
They took up the cheſt, and conveyed it 
to the ſhore in high expectation. But 
Vichout waiting ta open it there, they 

carried 
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carried it next to a cottage at no great 
diſtance. They now eagerly opened it, 


ſtead of gold or jewels, a human being, 
naked, pale, and meagre, who caſt him. 


mn ee, nnn 
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but were not à little ſurpriſed to find, in- 


— dats 
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1 Inden fiſhermen were 2 anderes 
people. They were aſſected with the 


ſhocking condition of Miſogug, and ſhew- 
ed, by their looks, that the joy which 
they felt at having it in their power to 
relieve a fellow creature rom ſuch diſtreſs / 


was greater than their. diſappeintment. 


Miſogug firſt aſked them to give him ſoms 


food and clothes. They garshim clothes, 
which, though. neither elegant nor em- 
broidered, were warm and comfortable; 
and ſqueezing a knotty reed, they gave him 
abundance of that delicious liquor which 


18 converted ita ſugar, and ſerves to gra- 


tity 
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ufy botkr hunger antl thirſt-at once. T : 
Miſogug, it was more delicious than nectar 


and ambroſta. We ate por; faid one of 
the fiſhermen, the reſt had left them 
ve are poor, but we Want for nothing; 
my wife will be here immediately, and 
will give you any thing elſe which you 
ſtand in need of. Scarce had he ſaid theſe 


words, when ſhe uppearell with 4” baſket 


2 red Adder check:; ins el 
gance of her ſhape, and the mieſty of 
ber figure made her cem räther a Fed- 
ain Wife. 
nn ond vine U havig Ae 4.03 my 
Ar nge her, Miſo gug was „b vie- | 
lently agitated, that Both huſband = | 
wife thouglit he would die in their arms. 0 
They were alarmell at his fudden illneſs,” 
till by their kind attention he became 
lomewhiay eaſter? Miſogug's illneſs pro- = 
Say ceeded 
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ceeded from a very natural cauſe. The 
fiſherman's wife was no other than the 
fair Altema. He eafily recollected her; 
and the ſight of her affected his hear 
with violent and diſcordant emotions of 
love and deteſtation. He believed ber the 
author of all his misfortunes, yet, ſtil 
paſſionately loved her; and thereſore 
Vs, at once; Igitnted with à tranſport of 
fury which urge him to facrifice ber ts 
His vengeance, and a reviving tenderneſß 
Wich prompted him 10 fall at her feet, 
Altema did not immediately vecollect 
kim, becauſe his appearance was muck 
changed by his late-misfortumes and long 
want of food. At laſt, ſtruck with fur- 
ꝓriſe not inferior to his, The turned to 
the fiſherman and faid, Ab! my friend, 
if we had not received certain information 
of the death of the King of Synopolis, 1 
ſhould have taken that ſtranger for him 
1333 very 
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chat unfortunate Miſogug Wheſe rum 
you endeavOured to aceompliſh q and who, 


4 5 


more! I ſhould reeount to him, n 


pleaſure, the dangers te Which E have ex. 
poſed myſelf on his account. Recount 
the dangers t&'which 50 you have expoſ eck 
him, cried Mifogug, in a voice half. ſtif. 
led with ſobbing:; cruel, but dear Al- 
tema! behold the King 'of Synopollis, n Is, 


in ſpite of your cruelty; fill adores you, 
———_— 1 only ſince der 
toy dear Mibgg erben Altema, ent 
bracing him, even in the preſence of Her 
buſband,-Proſane ma ty waareked 18. 
tion — and perhaps ol 0 aly. our 
which cannot be offenſive to virtue? Steyg 
pack creature for rn. Boro 
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valiers de Tay. I ſet out from Babylon 


alone, and on foot, to perform my en- 
gagements to you; yet you reproach me, | 


-as Daring eln u to ruin you. 


Wear ! Madam, replied Miſogug, 
Vas it not you who lately came to me i in 
my park at-Synopolis, and told me, that 
you lodged" in the houſe. of the High 
Prieſt of the Ibis? Was it not you whe 
cauſed me to be incloſed with two rave- 
nous animals, in that dreadful priſon from 
which this honeſt fiſherman has delivered 
me? Didnotl ſpeak with you? Did not Iſee? 
Did not I hear you? Can you deny a- 


gainſt ſuch evidence Les, baſe crea- 


ture, I deny it, replied Altema with 
warmth.: How could you ſee me at Sy- 
nopolis, ſince I was never there in my 
life? I was on my way thither, to give 


myſelf to your arms. n 
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if it pleaſed Heaven to interrupt my jour- 
ney? Aſk this man, if, when he ſaved 
me from the hand of death for, to ſuch 
danger had I expoſed myſelf for you 
Aſk him if I did not aſſure him, that, 
but for King Miſogug, I ſhould never 
have undertaken ſuch a journey? Lou 
blame me as treacherous and unfaichful ! 
Barbarous man! You-little know Alte 
mal She loved you but too ardently, ſhe 
boves you ſtill, en and chat is her 
4 crime. 


Tuts 28 harangue bore every 
mark of fincerity and truth; and Miſogug 

now concluded, that the Archimagus I- 
tochipul had transformed himfelf into a 
fine woman by means of his ring, and 


o ccaſioned all his misfortunes. He threw 


himſelf at the feet of Altema, crying, Par- 


don, divine woman, pardon my unjuſt 
W but a malicious aſtro- 
F 2 j loger * 
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pms author of my ſufferings, | 
Tam a monſter, to accafe you, and this 
crime renders me ſtill more miſerable, 
Nothing but che commiſſion of a new of. 
fence againſt the dear object of my affec- 
tions can make me more wretched. But 
what de Lay? Poſſibly Lam no longer 
beloved by you. Did I ſtill poſſeſs a place 
in your heart, your tenderneſs, not your 
reproaches, Ah! I have long Joſt your af 
fection and regard ! It is true, my dear 
Miſogug, returned Altema, I, muſt no 
longer love. you. Tou are too virtuous 
to alk à place in my affection, when my. 
fidelity is engaged to another; but friend - 
thip Hall ſuppiy between us the place of 
love; both my eſteem and friendſhip are 
ſhip may ſucceed to love, but can never: 
ſupplant it. Altema pretended not to. 


underſtand him, and aſſaming an air 


of 


(© 65* > 
of gaiety: Come, ſaid ſhe, with a tone of 
nobleandcondeſcendingfamiliarity; come; 
King of Synopolis, here is a plain, but 
wholeſome meal. Be ſeated, and eat; 
You were lately ſeated on a throne, and 


are now placed on an humble ruſh- chair; 


you were ſurrounded with a ſplendid 
court, and are going to ſup at the. table 
of a-poor fiſherman.. Such are the chan- 

ges of life: my fate hat been pretty ſimi- 
lar to yours. I was the richeſt lady in 


| Babylon, and lived there, in a more mag- 


nificent ſtyle than any of my neighbours; 
now I am content to be the wife of an 
humble, but virtuous man: but the ele 
vated and enlightened mind does not con- 
der ſuch a change of condition as uns 
fortunate. Here are fine freſh! fiſh, ripe 
fruits, and excellent pulſe. ' Satisfy your 


x bed adorned with no filk or embroide- 
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hunger. Vou will next retire to reſt, on 
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— courtiers will conduQ you to you 
apartment, no petitioners will crowd 
your leyèe: but you will not ſleep the 
worſe for that; and you wall digeſt bet- 
ter than if you had ſupped in your pri- 


een 


4 1 invita- 
tion ; but how was he furpriſed at What 
D ard: Eil He could im 
reſuſsd ua marry any perſon below the 
rank of a king, could ever condeſcend ta 
even be content with that humble let. 
Now. 4 hriking the: contrafti between her 
lady, who-ence- was. ſurrounded with 
—— Len indabſvodts: magnis 
ficent 
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ficent palace; had carriages,” maids, and 
all the apparatus of greatneſs at her com- 


mand; was now content to dwell in a 


ruſtic cottage, and to dreſs an humble b 
meal for her — wean 
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tions, the. fair Altema was at great pains- 
to entertain him with ſimple and inno- 
cent pleaſures-. - She and her huſband 
were halting back wards and forwards, and 


able to Miſogug at laſt; they ſat, all 


readily be thought, placed himſelf beſide 
who, though he was her huſband, re- 
garded her with as much fondneſs. as 
Miſogug, ſat down. oppoſite to them. 
He ſeemed to feel no emotion but love 
and pity. An indifferent ſpectator would 

6 > haze 


both buſy in making every thing agree-- 


three, down to ſupper:- Miſogug, as will 
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Rave ſaid; that he was ſeated: between W 


r e and his friend. 


4 di 15 fiſnerman, who knew Miſoguyg, 


though Miſogug knew not bim, as will 
afterwards appear, was one of thoſe men 


who, tho” advanced in years, ſtill retain 
the freſhneſs and vigour of youth. His 


eyes were lively, and full of animation. 
His forehead, though little wrinkled, ex 
preſſed mitdneſs and ſerenity of mind; 


yet, at the ſame” time, bore marks of a. 
manly and feeling heart. What chiefly 
_ diſtinguithed his- features, was an expreſ. 
ſion of wiſdom and experience which 
commanded veneration. Age generally 
_ enfeebles-the ſtrength, and depreſſes the 
ſpirits; but it ſeemed to have invigorated 


and enlivened his: Miſogug had at firſt 


taken him for no more than an ordinary 
character; but obſerving him with more 


attention, he was. ſurpriſed to find, that 
out” he 
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he could not forbear regarding him witlr- 
profound reſpect. The reader will ſcarce 
think of aſking if Mifogug made a good 
ſupper ! He eat voraciouſſy. The diſhes 

thoſe on which he liued in the cheſt; and 
touched and dreſſed by the hand of the 
fair Altema, would have been enough to 
render them exquiſitely delicious to him. 

with freſh flowers ;: ſo that this entertain». 
ment feaſted the taſte, the fight, and the. 
imel, all at onee. The company had 
none of that affected gaiety which people 
aſſume When they have private reaſons 
for being ſerious; it difplayed the mild 
chearfulneſs of ſouls who felt themſelves 
happy, without experiencing any violent 
emotions: laughter naturally. aroſe and 
died away on their lips ; in ſhort, there 


Was 


(4) 
was no conſtraint or affectatien in their 
joy. Miſogug, who now began from ex. 

perience to have ſome knowledge cf 
mankind, was not at all ſurpriſed to find 
theſe good people more agreeable than 
the gilded automatons that fluttered in 
his court at Synopolis, and felt no re 
gret at looking back on the. troubleſome 
„ en of ae 


Wu he bad e his * ad- 
N dreſſing the fair Altema, he reminded. 
Her of her having ſaid, that, if Miſogug 
were {till alive, ſhe would take ſome 
pleaſure in recounting: the misfortunes to 
which ſhe had expoſed herſelf for his fake 
He is now before you; can you longer 
deny him the happineſs of admiring and 
thanking you? My ſtory is rather a me. 
lancholy one, replied Altemas Fir 
finiſh your ſupper, for perhaps the re- 
eital of my misfortunes would deſtro 


* your 


your appetite, and you ſhall then hear how | | 
well I merit your reproaches. Miſogug l 
affured her, that he had already finiſhed 4 


his ſupper, and that all his deſire was to 1 
hear her: and the fair Altema thus pro- 
ceeded, to the following effect. 4 
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WurN 1 received at Babylon the 


letter which you ſent me by your private 
courier, I was highly offended that 


-ambaſſadors had not been ſent to deliver 


ſo important a meſſage. Vour manner 
of correſpending with fuch a lady, as | 
conſidered myſelf to be, appeared ve 


uünbecomin ing and diſreſpectful, and I was 


once determined to let you know, that, 
-a King though you were, yet you knew 
*not how 35 n dignity: 


- Sas firſt emotions aroſe . my 
ungovernable and ridiculous pride; and 


they would poſſibly have prevailed, had 
7 10 they 


(23.0) 
they not been oppoſed by ſentiments of | 
a different kind. A pitiful little gentle- 


man though you were, yet you had 
made yourſelf agreeable to me. I loved 


you; and love is ever the meſt powerful 
of paſſions. . Beſides, you were a King. 
{ was certain of that; and your being a 
monarch, excuſed all your faults in my 
eyes, and cauſed me to forget your diſre- 
ſpectful conduct. I thought, that I 
might marry you, without bringing any 
{tain on the illuſtrious family of Nimrod, 
and in forming this determination, I was 


no leſs influenced by ſelf- love, than by 


love. I reſolved to make my appearance in 


 Synopolis with all that pomp and that 


train of attendants which farrounded me 
in Babylon, and, arrayed in the magnifi- 
cence of a Queen; I meant to carry along 
with me twelve palanquins for the gentle- 


men and ladies of my train, twenty 


chariots loaded with my different atten- 
Vol. II. G dant 
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reaſons but the whims of pride and cap- 


K* 
wants, my cooks, guards, Chevaliers de 
Tau, &c. In ſhort, I was to ſet out with 
my whole houſehold.; and ſo convince the 
Egyptians that 1 was the ——— 
of Nimrod. | 


Some unforeſeen obſtacles deranged all 
my meaſures. I learned that King Iſoul 
never ſuffered any of his ſubjects to leave 
His dominions without his permiſſion; 
which was not, at any time, granted, 
without ſufficient reaſons. As I had no 


rice to offer, for carrying ſuch a crowd of 


people from Aſſyria; and as the King, 
who is a ſtranger to vanity, would hardly 


have been ſatisfied with ſuch reaſons, I 
diſdained to ſolicit, for fear of meeting 
with a refuſal. But, without a nume- 
.rous and ſplendid train, how could the 


grand- daughter of Nimrod travel in a 
Manner not . to her illuſtrious 


birth ? 
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birth? Here aroſe a new conteſt between 
love and pride. At laſt, love was victo- 
rious, and was crowned with his uſual 
ſucceſs. You will judge of the ardour of 
my paſſion, by conſidering what ſacri- 
fices I made, to gratify it. L diſmiſſed all 
my houſehold, and all my attendants; leav- 
ing, however, a fund for the penſions ob 
my Chevaliers de Tau. I ſold all my 
property, that I. might carry the value of 
it with me: and diſguiſing myſelf in the 
habit of a Chaldean merchant, with only 
one maid to attend me, arrayed in the 
fame garb, I ſet out on foot from Baby- 
lon, one fine morning; meaning to travel 
in this manner by ſhort journies to Sy- 
nopolis. After a pretty long walk, we 
_ unfortunately found ourſelves in the midſt 
of a foreſt, well-known to be the retreat 
of a band of robbers.. In a ſhort time, 
we were ſtopped by a dozen of thoſe fel: 
lows, who, ſeeing us ſo yery inferior” to- 

| G2 them 
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them in point of numbers, aſked' us for 


our gold in very civil terms, and even 


| ſought, by pleaſant raillery, to diſſipate our 
fears. We were both loaded with gold 
and jewels, which had ariſen from the 


fales that I made before leaving Babylon. 


We chearfully gave them up, in the hope 
of eſcaping with our lives, But the rob- 
bers were ſo aſtoniſhed at ſuch a profu- 


ſion of wealth, that their captain ſaid to 


us, laughing: Faith, gentlemen, people 
whoſe pockets are ſo well ſtuffed, ſeldom 
think of travelling on foot. *Twas fool- 
iſh in you to ſuffer yourſelves to be thus 
quietly plundered, inſtead of telling us 

frankly that you belonged ro our profel- 
| fion, Why did not you ſpeak? you need 
not have been at the pains of emptying 
your pockets, You have a good right 
to all that you have, finee you have gain- 
ed it in the honourable vocation of rob- 


bery. Farther, we are quite happy at 


meeting 
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meeting you, and 1 hope we ſhall have 
the pleaſure of your company at ſupper” 
this evening. My comrade and TI were 
ſomewhat ſurpriſed at this 'diſcourſe, and 
ſtill more ſo, when the captain, returning; 
us our property; added, Receive again 
your gold and jewels; they are too ho- 
neſtly acquired for us to take them from 
you. We received them, and put them 
in our pockets——and the robbers were 
oonducting us to the middle of the for · 
eſt, where, no doubt, they had their place 
of reſidence, when my comrade, no leſs: 
terrified than I, and feeling no more de- 
fire than 1 to enliſt in that noble band,, 
fell at the captain's feet, and confeſſed to 
hm, that we were women, and therefore 
very unfit to engage in His hardy and dan- 
gerous occupation. More ſurpriſed than be · 
fore, they obſerved us again, with more at- 
tention, and eaſily perceived the truth of 
her words. So we now loſt all the advanta- 

age * * 


( 
ges which we had been likely to derive 
from their happy miſtake ; 


Fat adventurers, ſaid then the captain, 
with a ſmile which terrified our hearts, 
* doubtleſs, love is the cauſe of this hum. 
ble expedition of yours; perhaps, you are 
the heroines of ſome gay romance. Well, 
vou ſhall find objects among, us, on whom 
you may beſtow your ſenſibility. Your 
lovers will be alarmed at your abſence; 
they will perhaps regard 'you. as faith- 
leſs jilts, when they find themſelves dil. 
appointed of your arrival. But, faith, 
you are too handſome not to ſtay with us. 
Then taking me by the hand, and turning 
to his comrades, he ſaid to them in a gay 
tone of voice, You know, Gentlemen, 
that I have long been looking out tos a 
lady; behold my choice! As to the o- 
ther nymph, I give her up to you; you 
may ſhare her fayours among you, till ſuch 
of 2 | 0 = | ; time 
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ume as each can find a female compani- 
on for himſelf. But, this fair damſel ſhall 


be my ſole property. I have a right to 


fuch a preference, as being your comman- 
der; and I give you notice, that L wilt 
ſuffer none to participate her favours with 
me. Inſtantly my comrade was ſurround- 
ed by the eleven robbers, who carried hex 
off, I know not whither; while I remained 
alone with the Captain. The leader of a 
band of robbers ſeldom attains that dig- 
- nity without proving himſelf to be quali- 

fied for it by his valour.. This gentle- 
man was brave to an exceſs. I conjec- 


tured as much, from the reſpectful tone 


of his companions, and from ſome prai- 
es which they beſtowed. on him in my 


hearing. But, (what is ſeldomer the caſe) 


bis valour was ſeaſoned with the gaiety 
of a petit maitre: and he addreſſed me 
with nothing but pleaſantry and compli- 
ment. Scarce were we alone, when per- 


ceiving 
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eciving a green earthen ſeat, beneath the: 
ſhade of a majeſtic plane tree, he forced 
me to fit down upon it, and ſeating him-- 
ſelf by my fide, Well E my Queen; ſaid 
he, are not you happy that you have 
fallen into my hands? This name hich 
E have conferred upon you, is not uuſuit- 
able. I reign in this foreſt as happily 
as King Iſoul in Babylon.. You have 
ſeen only a part of my ſubjects; I ſhalt 
foon ſhew you the reft.. In the mean 
time, let this flowery turf be our throne, 
and receive my hand! and faith. Good 
Heavens! cried I, puſhing him back, with 
indignation, Can I become the wife of. 
a robber ?—-I! the Grand- daughter of 
Nimrod! whoſe: family is coeval with: 
the Babylonian Empire. You, the Grand- 
daughter of Nimrod! replied he, of that 
famous Nimrod, who was ten cubits, or 
fifteen feet, five inches, and two lines. 
High; who. was the founder of Babylon, 
. and 
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and of the famous tower of Belus, and 


died of the torments which he ſuffered 


from the ſting of a gnat. Yes, I am. 
Yes, I am the Grand-daughter of that 
fame Nimrod, and here is the very gnat 
which'you mention ; it was embalmed in 
Egypt, about. two thouſand years ago; 


and is ſtill, you ſee, in my poſſeſſion. 


Since, therefore, I am the ſole poſſeſ- 
ſor of that precious gnat, which has 
been handed down from father to fon 
in my family for ſo long a period, who 
but I. can be the repreſentative of Nim- 
rod? If you are unacquainted with the 


hiſtory of that gnat, allow me to relate it 


Ir went in, at firſt, into the noſtrils of 


the membranes of his brain, affected 
him with ſuch acute pains, that he wag 
forced to have his ſkull beaten with an 


hammer, 


„ 


Nimrod, and penetrating all the way to 
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| Hammer, in order to procure, now and 

| then, a few moments of repoſe. This 
ſtate of torment laffed for five years, at 
the end of which Nimrod died. There 
is, in Babylon, a family which pretends 
to be poſſeſſed of Nimrod's hammer, and 
preſumes to claim equal antiquity with 
us: but it is infallibly proved, that that 
family is not a genuine branch of the 
houſe of Nimrod, by no leſs than a thou- 
ſand and. one blanks. in. their genealogy ; 
while ours has been continued down in 
an uninterrupted. chain. Vou may give 
 eredit to what I ſay, for I had my infor- 
mation from my father, who received his 
from my grandfather, to whom again, 
theſe particulars had been communicated 
by my great-grandfather, who——— 
Well, cried he, interrupting me, and 
drawing from bis pocket a long fiſh 
ſcale, which he might have uſed as 2 

 poignard—behold that ſacred ſcale, know, 

i e that 
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that it has been faithfully tranſmitted 


from father to ſon, till it came into my 


poſſeſſion; and that it . firſt pertained to 


the celebrated fiſh Oannes ; who lived 


long before the days of your Nimrod: 


even to that wonderful amphibious animal 


who inſtructed the Aſſyrians in the arts 
of agriculture and architecture, gave 
them a code of laws, and compoſed ſe- 
veral profound volumes on metaphyſics. 
Know, that the progenitors of my illuf- 
trious houſe were the Oans, that is, the 
deſcendants of Oannes; and that there- 
fore I am the very man whom you 
ought to eſpouſe for your huſband, ſince 
there cannot poſſibly be a better gentle- 
man in all Aſſyria than myſelf. Such 
pleaſantry would now appear to me 
highly entertaining; but I was not then 
{nſible of the ridiculouſneſs of my pride. 
My parents had filled my head with a ſet 


ef fooliſh prejudices about antiquity of 


/ 
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Family; they had perſuaded me, that, to be 
a woman of quality included every per. 
fection; and the notions which are in. 
ſpired in infancy and youth generally 
make an impreſſion that marks the cha. 
racter through the courſe of life. I be. 
dieve my diſpoſitions were not naturally bad; 
and yet, by the haughty airs which I had 
been taught to aſſume, I had made my. 
elf univerſally hated, and 1 deſpiſed 
in 3 a | 


Al TENA had good elimi pk in 
this ſtyle. She was far from being na. 
turally bad. On the contrary, heaven 
Had endowed her with an excellent un- 
derſtanding, a feeling heart, and great 
delicacy of ſentiment : but thoſe endov- 
ments had been perverted by an-unhapp) 
education. But let us return to her hi 
tory, and finiſh the account 10 her mis. 
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1 AswerzD the Captain of ihe robber 


continued they that, in order to be ae- 
knowtedged: for a gentleman, proofs of 
the validity of ſuck a claim: muſt be pro- 
duced:z, and that, in all probability, his 


bricated l cried he, my palate is at hand 


I will conduct you thither; and- there, ima 
caſket of cedar, you ſhall ſee my title - deeda 
and charters, and atteſtations by three of 


the greateſt genealogiſts in Babylon, War- 


nanting their authenticity, and the vali- 


dity of my ꝓretenſions. Beſides, look in- 
to hiſtory, , examine the archives of the 
tate, and you will ſee at once, that the 
ſcale of Oannes can belong to none but 
me, that I am deſcended in a direct 
nother band of robbers, (for ſeveral were 
in the foreſt,) happening to paſs, let me 
underſtand, by repeated falutations, that 
Vol. II. N H he 
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eas: he deſcen- 
dant of Oannes did not chuſe that he 
Would imermeddle; he told hiin ſoplainly. 
She: muſt be mine, faid the one: She be- 
tongs to me, ſaid the other; I will take 
Her from you; I am able to defend her. 
Well, cried the other, let her chuſe 
u neee ede engerer 
120 94321013 vi. 7 1118: bak. A 483 
tion 1 he; 
- turning to me, I propoſe nothing but 
hat is veryfair—Refle& on my propoſal, 
and conſider, that the poſſeſſion of fo lovely 
2 woman may well be purchaſed with 
blood -I replied, that his propo- 
tal and his perſon were equally the ob- 
Jects of my deteſtation; and 1 would 
rather die than determine in mer 
either the one or the other; that, be- 
des, it was very ungentlemanny, thus to 
by conſtraint on a nn inclinations; 
"V3 = and 
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nd that even a robber pught to: behavr 


with honour. Eager, however, to poſſeſa 
me, nqtwithſtanding my obſtinacy, they 
came cloſe up to me, with heir ſeymitars 
in their hands. I expected. that tliey were 
life, and looked forward to death as my 
here, pierce my breaſt; I ſhall . prefer 
him who will foqneſt relieve me from 
life. But neither of them had an ſuck 
ing their pity, only inflamed.their-defires. 
me to a: tree, leſt I ſbould eſcape them, 
degan a. deſperate fight before my eyes; 

The raſh valour of two duelliſts, prompted - 
by falſe honour to attempt each:;other's 
lives, or the furious rage of tun 
lavage animals, but faintly expreſs | 
the madneſs, activity, and . vigour; diſ- 


_ by: :1iode;concitgne/-ecuid 
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Their mouths foamed; their eyes were 
mflamed, and their features diſtorted: 
They fought with a brutal courage, and 
continued for a conſiderable time to fight 
on equal terms. -- Atlength; one of them 
had his noſe cut off, and the other loſt an 
eye. The blood ruſhed down their faces, 
adding new horror to their appearance. 
Heavens |: cried I at that frightful 
fight, muſt I, at laſt;'become- the prey of 
2 mutilated robber and aſſaſſin, who will 
enen his blood, Maped 0 
nere — 
thy juſtice and benevolence have reſerved 
the great-grand-daughter of Nimrod for 
ſuch humiliation,” diſgrace, and 'misfor 
wy DN Nen rt e 
r, oro (re AG; 2304 14; 
= MADE * many other refleftions on 


* _ ere that a ſudden 
41S | 5 | change. 
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change was produeed. on my ſentiments g 
and I became, in ſame manner, = 
new creature. The miſt was diſſipated 
from beforg. my eyes. -I perceived, 
clearly, that, in a convent of Aſſyrian 
virgins, the title of Grand: daughter of 
Nimrod might be of ſome conſiderations, 
but that among robbers it ſignified no- 
thing, 1 ſaw that theſe. gentlemen laugh 
xd. at — dignitiots: nobjlins and * 
that 8 that * bas ſo 3 
an effect as extreme danger, in teaching 
laying aide that inſupportable haughh- 
nels, and pride; which; had hitherto. blind-- 
ed my underſtanding, and corrupted m 
heart; I daſhed from me the microſcrope 
of vanity, which had repgeſented the reſt of 
mankind. as emmets- in my pteſence. I 
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0 them, and began to bene ee "i 
«ple OR the multitude.” 
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Iexrxorxy death, however, determin- 
Ing to die rather than · become the victim 
of brutal appetite - I even invoked Hea- 
ven, with loud cries; and uplifted hands, 
to put an end to my exiſtence.” But L 
now heard a noiſe from the highway 
which paſſed through the foreſt, and 
eries which ſeemed to anfwer to mine. 
velter appeared Te was the brave 
Achenob, the generous man now before 
your eyes, whom I. have aeg 
0 eee 4 


ipe n * tree/? e ebe wu 
ef being robbed of the- prize for- which 


they 
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whey contendedy/:inſtantly / [oaſis 
their mutual combat, arid-turned their 
foymitars againſt my deliverer- He de- 
fended himſelf the more ſucceſsfully that 
they were both wounded; and ſeeing, 
that they meant both to rob him of life, 
and me of my honour, he preſſed upon 
them with- ſuch vigorous courage, that he 
foon laid them both low in the duſt. 
He flew them without pity, and thus de- 
livered| Aſfyria from the ravages of two 
booſed the-cords with which-I was bound 
to the e conducted WOO 
to n ee ? 

: Ming ee ten in 
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men my gratitude, I had ſcarce en- 
mmm een E ww 
3 gnat, which bad 
now . its value in my eyes. 
He 
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He" accepted them, and pray: gueſs for 
what uſe?——Nextday; he caſt them al 
into the ſea, faying. that he was ſufficient 
ly rewarded by the pleaſure of ha- 
ving reſcued; me from danger; that if 
mere were none of that fictitious wealth 
in a ſtate, there would be fewer robbers 
on the highways ;——and: that, beſides, 
he wiſhed to live in bappineſs with me; 
but that wealth would, in the end, rather 
deſtroy than augment or confirm his hap- 
pineſs. I foor perceived, by che tender- 
meſs of his looks, the reſpectfulneſs of his 
to ſuppreſs, that he deſired-me-to. regard 
him with more tender ſentiments than 
4dole of gratitude. His growing paſſion 
affected me with anxiety and concern. ut 
loved him as a tather, and the: venkratien 
with which 1 regarded him enmed irre- 
concileable with the tender paſſion. 


W 


if you chin they confer any ſuch right? 


chan obliges ; und his hope of a recon 


tw) 


had made an faoprefiionion His heart which 
diſturbed: his repoſe, and that, ever ſince 
the firſt moment he ſaw me, he had 41 
1 me with eee lone. 

* 11350 14s 064.0 QUY 46497 4 LOH 24 
. We him wich: furpeiſe, and 
even endeavoured to ſhew ſome reſent- 
ment. I aſked, if his ſervices authorized 
his declaration of a paſſion which might a 
poſſibly be diſagreeable to me? May you 
deſerve to be treated with ingratitude, ſaid 


An intereſted benefactor rather inſilts 


pence annthilates the value of his gene 
toſity. He anſwered, that, in loving me, 
and declaring his paſſion, he only yielded 
to neceſſity x that when hte delivered me 
from the hands of the robbers, he did 
nothing more than his duty, and that for 
ſo ſlight a ſervice he could afk no return 
of gratitude, but was unable to repreſs. 


| ( 94 } 
the; paſſion - which, triumphed over hit 
reaſon. Reaſon, replied J, is a weapon 
which may, at anꝝ time, be effectually u · 
is neceſſary to gain upon the affections; 
Nu 5 ect d het 1:59 
Dontto us as Dht ett ii DAM. 
Tus laſt werds Sone leb main, and | 
I ſoon. obſerved ſame; tears trickling down 
his checks. For ſeveral. days after this, 
be mods m0; maden 9 and 
— Welk fair — ſaid 
he to me one day, muſt I ſtil} remain 
the object of your indifference? I muſt 
tell you, that, I ean no longer bear it; 
and that J will xnther die than gie up tbe 
hope of inſpiring you with ſentimentis of 
mutual love. Vou muſt forego even the 
wiſh, of making ſuch an impreſſion on 
my. heart: Believe me, my ſeverity. gives 


me' 


bl % 
44 


3.4 
„ x. 


„ 
* 


* * "oo nn WWW 3 AC 


( 99) 
teem; Ihonour, but I muſt not love you. 


What have you ſaid? O Heavens! what 
hinders? What forbids ?. Are not you | 


your on miſtreſs ? Or, have you im- 
poled on 5 rar ny EWg sten ts rem 
der me unhappy T on believe me 
eruel; but why ſhould 1 Hate you, 
fince I have fo much reaſon to regard 
you with very different ſentiments? Know, 
that my heart is no longer at my own 

diſpoſal ; my heart has long been poſ⸗- 
ſeſſed by the King of Synopolis; and 


1 was on my way to give myſelf in mar- 


rage to him, when I met with yu. 
What! were you travelling on foot, on 
his account: I was! For him alone 
did I expoſe myſelf to ſuch dangers— 
My miſery is then irremediable. Hap- 
py Mifogug! For the firſt time in my 
life 1 no envy the lot of à king. En- 
y him not. Friendſhip is much more 
2 


6 


: Uſting; and much leſs dangerous, than 
Aves: cot aaron Rum 
drag Trae blk 03 YEP IO OY W 1 
Vous friendſhip, cried he; ” niet 
en to me; hut, ah] it does not fa- 
tisfy my heart. But no matter, your heart 
is already engaged. I muſt {till adore you: 
but I will adore in ſilence. By the ſa- 
erifices which 1 will make, 4 will prove 
Al ſhall demand ſome ſacrifices that will 
perhaps ſurpriſe you. Speak, I. am rea- 
y to obey your commands, whatever they 
may.be: Only I am afraid of vne thing; 
friendſhip with a fine. woman is apt to 
break out, at times, into love; and, if 
that ſhould ſametimes happen in the courſe 
of our een. your goodneſs will fo. 


Jou appear te be off your guard. But 
whence comes it. that you diſcover ſuck 
animation in your looks, ſo much gallant- 
17 
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_ and. had even occupied) a diſtinguiſhed 
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y in your converſation ? Tou ſeem to be 
not very young, and che ardour of loꝙꝭ,ẽj 
is ſeldom felt at your age. Though the 
mows of Winter, returned he, appear on 
my head, yet the warmth of Summer 
glows in my breaſt. I am almoſt ſixty, 
but my heart is yet young, and 1 was 
never in love before. Be not then ſur- 
priſed at the flame which conſumes my 
heart. The paſſion of à man of ſixty is 
ſometimes: more ardent than ihat ef a 
youth of twenty. The one feels only a 
lambent flame, while the other's 152 1 
burns arm ngn erf 
atkit 110 WM 5 Tr | 
jw WW lard me, le 
he was not quite the man he appeared to 
be; that he had mixed with the world, 


rank in + life j [ but';that,- being ; diſguſted 
with the erimes and follies of mankind, 
he had retired to ſolitude, and engaged. 
Vol. II. I in 
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A che humble labours of a fiſherman. 1 
read, every day; in his eyes, the paſſion 
which conſumed him; and that inviolable 
filence which he now preſerved, gave me 
the higheſt idea of the magnanimity and 
delicacy of his ſoul. Since che time when 
I confided to him the ſtate of my ' heart, 
he had never once troubled me, by 
mentioning his paſſion; nor did he dif. 
cover any of "thoſe extravagancies of 
which he was afraid. I could not doubt, 
that a man of ſo ſublime virtue was a 
proper perſon to aſſiſt me in accompliſh- 
ing the deſizu Which 1 had formed; 
and, ſince I could not make him happy 
himſelf, I reſolved to make him inſtru- 
mental to my happineſs. Would you 
believe it, my dear Miſogug ? I propoſed 
to him to conduct me to Synopolis, and 
put me into yoùr hands: I ! cried he, at 
furſt. I condu@ you to my rivabs court! 
and yield up to him all aura foul holds 
4 1 dear! 
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dear! cruel Altema! how could you make 
ſuch a propoſal : Did not I tell you that 
1 ſhould demand ſome extraordinary ſa- 
crifices ? But this laſt 4s more than I can 
dear to make; z It would cauſe me to 
expire before your eyes.—If your love 
were as delicate and diſintereſted as you 
would make me believe, you could not 
refuſe my requeſt; a; noble mind. derives | 
the higheſt ſatisfaction and happineſs from 
contributing to the happineſs of others. 
Lou inſiſt on it; well! 1 agree. Yes, I 
think J ean bear to give you up to the 
man whom you prefer. Love ſhall yield 
to friendſhip ; I muſt die hut my diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip, will procure me your 
eſteem, and my death will even be glori- 
ous. If you are happy, that will be ſuf- 
ficient conſolation to mei Come, then, 
let us go to find the happy man, who is 
impatiently expecting your arrival; and, 
when you are in his arms, deign, ſome- 
da 12 | times, 


e 

times, to reeollect, that you partly owe 
ſach happineſs to my friendſhip, and that 
17 was not unworthy of your love. Lou 


kai int that I wiſh you were 


Sus. ,n ien en td 
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Ar theſe words, he took my hand, 
and while he covered it with kiſſes, bedew= 
ed it with his rental beware, 
faid us cc * HAR 
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P and were juſt go. 
ing to ſet out for Egypt, hen the news 
of your death was rumoured in Afﬀyria: 
I wept bitterly for your death, but my 
ſorrow would have been {ti} deeper and 
more laſting, had I not known the amia- 
ble Achenob. I:coutd no longer refuſe, 
without being guilty of baſe ingratitude, 
| to put an end to his ſufferings ; it beho- 
wel me to reward him for che ſervices 

; which 
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which be had reinlered me; for his don. 
rage, his conſtancy, and his generous diſ- 
intereſtedneſs. He now again preſumed 
to plead the cauſe of his paſſion, and E 
gave him my hand. It would have been 
little if by doing this I had made only: 
him happy; my own happineſs/is alſo ſe- 
cured by fo prudent. a marriage; and 
nothing but your misfortunes could noW 
affect it. An ade and laborious life 
leaves me no time to reflect on my for 
mer ſplendour. 'Fregret the loſs of nei- 
ther the riches; the rank, nor the ho- 
nours which I enjoyed at Babylon. I 
would not give up the love of the virtu- 
— wee yr get 
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-: Mis06Uc had Ada bs 
the greateſt attention, ade i her; 
narrative, pleaſure and pain were alter- 
nately marked on his countenanee. When 
git | 13 be 
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he: thought on what Altema had done 
for his fake, he could fearce be diſſarisfi- 
_ ed; that ſhe had not done more: ſo, look- 
Altema with admiration; Behold! ſaid 
he to himſelf, behold the virtuous wonian 
who might have-fulfilied to me the pro- 
phecy of Itochipul! I have at laſt found 
ber; ſhecis before my eyes; I ſpeak! te 
Perhaps there was not another woman 
in all Aſſyria vo could make me happy; 
and ſhe is loſt. Baſe prophet! Why have 
I been ſeduted, cheated, and abuſed: by a: 
Luallatc, a Hilo, and a Fhameſis, ſinee E 
muſt never poſſeſs the fair Altema? Why 
was I betrayed into the hands. of chat 
wicked prieſt of the Ibis' Z who cauſed 
me perform ſo hong a voyage: with a fer- 
nen nails n v0 brit 
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bis adventures, and liſtened to him witfe 
cager attention. The fair Altena was 
particularly pleaſed when ſfie heard, that, 
for her fake, he had reſiſted all the charms 
and blandifhments of the ladies of Syno- 
polis, and that for her alone he had 
deigned to accept a crown; and taking: 
occaſion to make the panegyric of love, 
ſhe proved, by a ſeries of admirable- rea- 
bning, that love, when righe directed 
and confined to one object, Was the 
nobleſt ſpring of action in the human 
heart. It was now late, and Miſogug 
needed to retire to reſt. Achenob con- 
ducted him into a falt chamber where, 
he found a good enough bed, but could 
not ſleep, though it was now long ſince 
he had enjoyed that 'refreſhmenit..: All 
night he thought of the Hir Altema, and 
the ardour of his paſſion almoſt moved 
him to form deſigus unworthy of himſelf. 
Lamm ſtill a King, ſald he; by returning 
Wed | to 


( 204 } 


to 10 Synopdlis, I may eaſily regain poſſeſſion 
of my throne. | And then may I not re- 
fame by force what is mine by right !— 
But he could not long indulge ſuch 
guilty thoughts. Good Heavens! con- 
tinued he, would I deſtroy the peace of 
her who is the deareſt object of my affec- 
tion! Would I betray Achenob, my 
deliverer and hers, the man to whom 1 
owe my own life and the life of my-mil- 
treſs! No! let me rather enjoy the af. 
Ecting ſight of their ſingular virtue, and 
mutual happineſs. Achenob and Altema 
afford an example worthy of the imita- 
tion of the whole world! and would J 
puniſh them for being virtuous? No, let 
me rather imitate them; and, if I ever 
Jttain. the ſame exalted degree of "m— 
dye have 9) Ahn bord | 
1 Ae 1 

Dax re while Mifogig v was 
indulging fuch reflections. Ife ſprung 
01 haſtily 
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tainers, and aſked if the caſtle of Fenler 
was at any great diſtance from their ha- 
bitation. Achenob; replied, That it was: 
only about three miles diſtant, and was at 
preſent poſſeſſed by Signior Indab. In- 
dab! cried Miſogug, my beſt friend! 
doubtleſs he is there with my family. 
Let us fly, worthy Achencb:— Having 
now again ſeen my miſtreſs, what I next 
long for, is to embraee my beloved pa- 
rents, my venerable preceptor Alloyo, 
and particularly Indab. Let us fly; let 
us not loſe a moment. The fair Altema 
will not be diſobliged at your eonducting 
me to the caſtle of Fenler ; in the name 
of nature and friendſhip, F intreat- this 
favour, Achenob readily complied with 
his deſire. Miſogug ſhed a flood of tears 
at taking his leave of Altema, and vowed 
dar he would ever love her. Cf IVA 

F Vari. 


haſtily up, went to thank his kind enter- _ 
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— Miſogug to the caſtle of Fen- 


ler; he was too fond of Altema, to ſtay 
long there. Miſogug ran eagerly to em- 
brace Indab. My father, my worthy 
mother, and the good Alley, —pray 
where are they: Where are they? cried 
he. Indab eafily recollected his dear 
Miſogug, and held him long faſt lock- 
ed in his arms, before he could make any 
reply. But, after his firſt tranſports were 
over, he informed him, with tears in his 
eyes, that his father and mother were no 
more; and that Alloyo had followed 
Bs them 
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dem to the tomb, when he heard the 
news of his diſciple's death. Miſogug fin- 
cerely lamented all the three; erected, in 


honour of each of them, a-mauſoleum, 
not quite ſo magnificent as that of Be- 
bus; and for ſeveral days plentifully water- 
ed thoſe monuments with his tears. His 
father had made Indab his executor, to 
manage the eſtates of Fenler for Miſogug, 
and to ſucceed to them himſelf, if he 

mould never return: and Indab now 
gave Miſogug ſatisfactory accounts of all 


that had been entruſted to him. i. 


Tun news W no 
ſooner known in Babylon, than King 
Iſoul ſent him word, that he ſtill loved 
and eſteemed him, and would be happy 
to confer on him the moſt honourable 
employments in his court and army. The 
Synopolitans, on the other hand, ſent 


ambaſſadors to let him know, that the 


High 


{RJ 
High Prieſt of the Ibis had been impaled 
for his crime againſt his ſovereign, and 
that the other conſpirators had been 
hanged. The ambaſſadors; were farther 
empowered to entreat him, in the name 
of the whole nation, to return and take 
from the tumults and miſchiefs of anar. 


Misocuo rejected both theſe offers. 
His anſwer to the Synopolitans was,' That 
he had no deſire to be their king, that he | 
was not devout enough, and that their 
high prieſts were extremely ſcrupulous. 
To King Ifoul he wrote in the moſt rel- 
tiers, were expoſed to too-many difficulties 
a thouſand ſnares were laid for them, and 
they were expoſed to a thouſand dangers ; 
and that he therefore preferred retirement, 
though he would even reſpect and love 

1 King 
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King Ifoul, and his fair Queen Imma- 
roe: that he would every day of his life 
offer up prayers to Heaven for their proſ- 


perity, though he had no deſire to make 
a figure either in the court or the ar 
my, but would, for the future, confine all 
his wiſhes to live ſequeſtered from the 
world in his caſtle of Fenler, to enjoy the 
converſation of his friend n and 40 
think of the fair Altema. : 
tint Le Nut 1643 ae Nit ˖ 

- Tas hs [Albin e 2H his! 
thoughts, | Yet,” being curious to know 

if Indab, to whem he related his adven- 

tures, had been equally unfortunate with 
himſelf among the fair ſex, he, one day, 

begged him to gratify his curioſity with 

an account of his. Since fortune ſepara - 
ted us, ſaid he, have you found ever a 
lady, who, though pleaſed with ydur per- 
ſon, yet refuſed to Marry you, beeauſe 
you were not a good enough gentleman ? 

Vo. II I - Have 


(n 
Have you found many who reſerved their 
laſt favours for young prieſts diſguiſed in 
a female garb? many who indulge them- 
ſelves with the carefles. of monſtrous 
Ethiopian ſlaves? or any who. would re. 
for a few of their hairs -I have met with 
much more among the fair ſex, replied 
Indab; and, ſince you aſk it, L will give 
vou an account of my amours. They 
are no leſs ſingular than yours; but I will 
paſs haſtily over them, that I may not fa- 
tigue your attention; I will only ſketch: 
the e your MR will fill 


them up-. FW 2214 N95 ace 
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ceived by that ſex, which he had lo- 
ved with but too much ardour, and wiſh- 
ed again to arm his ſoul wich that hatred 
to chem which dene re er 
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—liſtened with profound attention; white | 
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| 1 bedr, like you, 
to teachme to repreſs my paſſions, and give 
me leſſons of chaſtity, by compoſing for 
me a book againſt the women; as ſoon 
as J reached the age of puberty, I found 
the ladies ſo beautiful, and ſo attractive, 
that I vowed to dedicate my liſe to their 
ſervice. Tilt this moment, I have kept 
my word; but not without expoſing my- 
ſelf to many a trial, and many a difficulty. 

The firſt beauty who eaptivated my heart, 
was ſo eaprieious a eoquette, that you vin 
hardly believe What à facrifice ſhe re- 
quired of me. For a whole month I a- 
doted her; my fervices were not diſagree- 
able to her, and I was juſt about to re- 
ceive the reward of my conſtancy, when 
the ſaid to me, one day, in à very impaſ. 

323 tender tone, Signior Indab, 
tir K 2 you 
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vou love me, and may aſſure yourſelf; 
you are mutually beloved. But how much 
dearer would you be to me, if you would 
grant, Me one ſmall favour, which weuld 
much improve your beauty in my eyes! 
J aſked, what favour? Yow have a very 
handſome perſon, replied ſhe, à good leg, 
a proper ſtature, a dignified carriage, and 
a fine countenance;[theſe charms of yours 
ſtrike, at the firſt fights, and theſe I have 
always admired. But your noſe is a lit- 
tile too Tong, and 1 have always been ex- 
| ceedingly diſguſted with long noſes; be ſo 
good as cut off one half of it 3 you wil 
then become a ek eee 

39% 1 thalþ be neat —_—_— 
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e diſcourſe — katy but 
1 was ſo. captivated. with that fantaſtic 
beauty, that I left her, promiſing! to re- 
turn with my noſe reduced to more mo- 


gerate dimenſions. - As ſoon as I got 
Aa home, 


* 
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kome, I tock a razor, and was going to 
lop off the moſt prominent part of my 
countenance, when one of my friends, 
ſeizing my arm, aſked me, in a kind of 
fright, Whether I was mad? No, replied 
I, but I am in love; my miſtreſs inſiſts 
on my cutting off one half of my noſe, 
and I muſt obey her. That friend proved 
to me, that it was by no means neceſſary 
to make ſuch a ſacrifice; that the lady 
was certainly making a fool of me, and 1 
ought at leaſt to try whether or not. In 
ſhort, he directed me to make half a noſe 
of wax, which we — 2 bit of 
fleſh-coloured taffety; and having rolled 
it up in cotton, and incloſed it in a ſmall 
box, we ſent it to the lady. That wo- 
man, being | deceived by ſuch an inge- 
mious repreſentation of a noſe, wrote me, 
immediately, that I muſt be quite fright- 
ful now, after lofing one half of my 
noſe ; that ſhe never could endure flat- 

K 3 noſed 
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noſed people in her life, and that ſhe im 
ſiſted on my never appearing in her ſight 
again—I went, however, to wait on ber, 
notwithſtanding her perfidy: E appeared 
before her with my noſe uncovered; and 
as ſoon as ſhe ſaw it diſplay its uſual length, 
and underſtood that I had ſerved her a 
trick in my turn, ſhe was going to throw 
herſelf at my feet, and aſk pardon. But 
the charm was now diſſipated; F thought 
Her as ugly as if ſhe had ſuddenly become 
flat-noſed; and adviſing her never for 
the, future to aſk any of her admirers to 
eut off his noſe for her, I left her abrupt- 
ly, and never went back. 


Tnar woman ſeems to bear a' ſtrong 
reſemblance. to the fair Zallate, was it 
ſhe? No, replied Indab; I knew Zallate 
as welk as you: But the lady of whom | 
am ſpeaking was a coquet of a different 
kind. Coquets are exceedingly. numer- 
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ous, and their characters are as various as 
the glittering ſtars that ſparkle on the 
crown of the great Oroſmades. I was 
ſoon enflaved by another beauty; the had 
paſſed the morn of youth, and I was ſtill 
in the ſpring of life. I had no experience 
in the ſex: but tke ſcienee of the heart 
had long been familiar to her, L had ſeem 
her but once, when 1 fell in love with 
her. The difficulty was. how to plead my 
paſſion in ſueh a manner as not to diſ- 
pleaſe her. F did it ſo aukwardly, and 
with ſuch confuſion and embarraſſment, 
that ſhe ſoon let me know I muſt behave 
in a different manner. This I interpreted 
unfavourably for myſelf; I thought ſhe 
was diſobliged. I was ſo ſtupid as to take 
that for haughty indifference which was 
only the expreſſion. of kindneſs. I was 
afraid of having offended her, and beg: 
ged her to grant me a private interview; 


Cc 6 
that I might have an opportunity of beg. 
ging * for having oftended her. 


Sus graciouſly: granted e 

I waited on her, in great confufion, like 
a criminal when conducted into the pre- 
ſence of his judge. I was ſo impreſſed 
with an idea of her indignation, that ſhe 
was obliged, for decency's ſake, to thew 
ſome reſentment. I attempted to ſoothe 
her paſſion, by telling her, that J had al- 
ways regarded her as the moſt virtuous of 
women. She rephed, that certain weak- 
neſſes improve and adorn virtue—that 
virtue conſiſted in being in love—and 
that nothing was vicious but indifference. 
Theſe words gave me reaſonable hopes; 
and I vas juſt about to give up hope for 
fruition, when I was informed of my bro- 
ther's death by your hand, and the deſire 
of my heart—You know what followed; 
and as for me, alas! I ſtill remember it 

but 
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but tod well. L remained ſome time in 
priſon: you obtained my pardon, and 
che firſt uſe that I made of my liberty, 
was to Wait on that woman who wis ſo 
dear to me. I was afraid that my baſe:be- - 
haviour towards you might have inſpired 
her with an unfavourable opinion of me, 
and that I would now be contlemptibſe 
in her eyes. Sha had heard people ſpeak 
of my remorſe, the faw'it ſtrongly expreſ- 
{ed on my countenance. I trembled to 
approach her, but ſſie received me kind- 
ly, and made me rrover confidencꝶ by 
ſaying, The man who repents, i much 
nearer virtue than he who has never 
committed a crime beſides, yours was 
occaſioned hy no diſhonourable motives, 
and it is the firſt- of which you have 
been guilty. Your former life has been 
pure and blameleſs, and as virtue has 
been your early friend, ſhe will continue 
io protect you through the courſe of life. 
—Re- 
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«—Remorſe,” like the refiner's furnzee, 
el W heart that is rn ww it. 
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Ae hear her defend me 
aint myfedl;! I preſumed to aſk, if ſhe 
Fill loved me? She rephied, that ſhe did: 
and I wiſhed her to give me immediate 
proofs of her affection O! ſtop, cried 
The; at our laſt meeting you might have 


you had better known the ſex, and my par- 
ticular character. I could not then have 
reſiſted you; but the moment is paſt, 
and ſhall never return. I have had 
time to refleft on my danger, and I ſtil 
wemble to think of it. My ſituation is 
pretty ſimilar to yours. Remorſe has 
rendered you better than you were before 
your fall. I have not experienced re- 
morſe, but I have been affected with 
tame and forrow, and I wiſh to avoid 


obtained the gratification of your wiſhes, if 
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them: for the future: and my triumph 
over my own heart muſt be ſo much the 
more meritorious, that Lat this moment 
love you more than before the unhappy 
accident which deprived me af your com- 
Dany. ad 880 i538 4 


War an admirable woman, cried Mi- 
ſogug! This muſt be ſhe to whom Itochipul 
alluded, when he told me, that I might 
meet with a perfect female character. 
Iknow not, replied Indab, but ſhe died 
ſoon after and was much lamented by all 
vho knew her. I learned, that ſhe had 
deen in the higheſt degree beneficent, 
diſcreet, generous, and delicate in her 
conduct; that neither her huſband, her 
relations, nor her friends had ever found 
y juſt reaſon to blame her; though ſſie 
had always lived in the great world, and 
her beauty had nb n to nn 4 
danger and temptation. 8 
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I was ſtill indulging my ſorrow for her 
death, when I heard, one morning, a car. 
riage ſtop before my door. A ſlave a. 
lighting from it, delivered me a letter: 
it was from his miſtreſs, the lady of a 
Babylonian Satrap. She begged me to. 
ſee her immediately, as ſhe had ſomething 
of great importance to communicate to 
me. She added, by way of poſtſcript, that 
ſhe had ſent her carriage, that ſhe might 
be the ſooner [favoured with my compa- 
ny. That politeneſs which is .natural to 
Babylonians cauſed me inſtantly to -obey 
her fummons. I went into the carriage, 
which was drawn by two impatient and 
high - ſpirited courſers: and though the 
diſtince was pretty conſiderable, I was 
ſoon conveyed to that fair lady's palace. 
She no ſooner ſaw me in her apartment, 
than ſhe cauſed me to ſit down beſide her, 
and addreſſed me in theſe words: I took 
notice of your perſon lately at the theatre. 

1 | ] was 
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1 was hiekily. pleaſed: with the Snell 

veſs of Jour figure, and the dignity of 
your carriage ; and as I can't bear delay 
in affairs of this kind, I have fent for you, 


o let vou now that I am in love Win 


you. This prompt declaration may per- 
haps ſurpriſe you hut know, that I am a 
lady belonging to the Court; and in that 
region. people know the value of time. 


If you are inſpired with mutual ſenti- 


ments, you Will oblige me by declaring 
them inſtantiy. Though the laſt, objeck 
of my attachment was no more; yet her 


image was Kill deeply impreſſed on my ; 


heart; beſides, I was; never. much diſpds 


{ed to value ſuch caſy conqueſts... I there» 


fore replied, Tou do me too much ha- 
nour, Madam, in chuſing me to amuſe 
your leiſurk, hen thereſſare Jo, many 7 
chers who would be proud to eire the. 
commands of ſo fair a lady; and 1 feel 
that, I ſhogld;þeing: leſa bleſſed chan ho- 
* Vol. II. L noured 


| (a). 
of your its or buts, cried, ſhe; eagetly in- 
terrupting me; know, that when I con- 
deſcended to make you ſuch; advances, I 
did not expect any objections on your 
part; and if you refuſe me, it can bo for 
no other reaſon but that you inay enjoy 
my ſhame: and, to revenge the affront, 
I will not heſitate to go to ſuch extremi- 
ties as may be difagreeable and hurtful to 
vs both. Finding her ſo determined, and ſo 
furious, I began to aſſume à more com. 
plying tone; and telling her, that con- 
cealment and myſtery [greatly improved 
che enjoyments of love Laſked the key 
of her garden - door, promiſing to return 
that ſame evening to dle with tranſport 
in her arms. She agreed, and gave me a 
mall key, which would admit mg into 
n e e c OCW 218 
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( 323 ) | 
ſize, to 'drefs himſelf in a ſuit of my 
clothes, and ſent him to gratify the- fair 
lady in my ſtead. The ſhades of -nighe 
favouring the deception, ſhe received him 
for me, add he gave Her: full fatisfaction. 
And whether that one viſit had cooled 
the lady's ardour, or whetherſome newobs - 
ject hadattracted herregard, Thenever gave 
me any farther trouble, and Theveragait 
ſaw her carriage at ny door Pray, was 
not ſhe. jolly fat woman ? cried” Mifor 
gug. No, replied: Indab, the was tall, 
but ſlender ehougll. So muck the worſe, 
added Miſogug: 1 thought ſhe' muſt 
have been Thamefis, but I was wrong. 1 
am always wrong, indeed; when I at- 
tempt to judge of female characters from 
external appearance: I find that I hall 
never know the ſex. That Thameſis all 
wrote letters, of a morning, to the young 
* of Babylon; ſhe had à garden 
* 2 too 
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to- But proceed, my dear Indab, 

your narrative is highly intereſting: and I 
Know not what tempts me to * 
Jon with oy fage' ENS 
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We Wr! root ed Indab, ob lem "FA 
unhappy at the thought, that 1 you will 
never know the fair ſex fully. But pray, 
who can boaſt of being able to rend their 
1 There is nõ thread to: conduct 
you throhgh ſo intricate a Ebyrinth'; or 
at leaſt, after you hade advanced l few 
ſteps you: loſe the cluł, and ajelinvolved 
in darkneſs: She! won tam going to 
* mention nest, will Effort an iüſtanbe of 
The truth of this? She: was called the 
lady with the - grey Tovers, becauſe, in 
truth, ſnis had always twelve humble ad- 
miters, : eleven of whom ſhe rendered 
Happy, while: to the twelfth the never 
granted any favour; but he was the only 
one ſhe fincerely loved; ſhe uſed tocall bun 
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C i259 ) 
the man of ber heart,  Pertiaps'the' fear; 
that enjoyment would cool his affection 
cauſed her to treat him with ſuch ſeverity ; 
or rather, hear the reaſons which I have | 
often heard her alledge: What I grant to 
the men ef ſenſes, ſaĩd ſne, (that was the 
name which ſhe gave to the eleven) is 
ſuch à triſle, that the man of heart can 
have no reaſon toco mplain. My heart 
is his; and the heart is all: what more 
could he deſire ? I cannot beſtow on the 
men of the ſenſes what I value ſo little 
myſelf, without ſhewing them that I de. 
* them — And as love is an union of 
minds, my refuſing that to the mam of 
the heart, is conferring on him the moſt 
valuable preſent which I have-to-beſtow 
—and1 thus, negatively,” render him ab 
happy as 4 lover: has a right to be 
What, chen: can he complain of? He 
aur. the nobleſt ede me; the reſt 

12 e CIT LOR? obtain 
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obtain that which they could nn 
. * Where ee "gs i611 
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Bree e with the Sem of of 
this-fingular woman; and ſeeing. her las 
viſh-her favours /0n;irbany.of her lovers, 
Jjoined the number. Ihe place of man 
of the heart happened juſt at that time to 
be vacant : he who had laſt occupied it; 


happening to be not quite» ſatisfied with 


the ſpiritual food oſ loye; as he hai been 


accuſtomed to diſſerent fare, had gone 
t ſeek bis fortune ſomewhere elſeſo 1 


Vas choſen his ſuceeſſor. Lwas young; 
impetuous, and ardent. When my nem 


conqueſt informed me that Lhad: gained 


the preference, I fell at her feet to thank 
her, and was going to uſe thoſe freedoms 
Which ate anthorized by love: Stop! 
«ried ſhe, without : -angery yet with ma. 


haſtie dignity, Stop what,-would; you 


have? I love you, and you would have 
. '£ 1 me 
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me to debaſe myſelf and you by granting 
ſuch trifling favours—would you that we 
ſhould act as the baſeſt of animals? Out 
ſouls are the nobleſt and moſt ſublime 
parts:ofus—while you have given me your 
heart, I have returned it with mine—let 
us enjoy each others hearts, and leave 
the mean gratifications of ſfenſe to thoſe 
who are incapable of ſublime pleaſures 
This converſation appeared to me worthy 
of a ſuperior being, and I ſhould have re- 
hſhed it highly, if I had been a god but 
unhappily, I was a man, poſſeſſed of u 
body and ſenſes and not being able ta 
prevail with the lady to pay any regard 
10 that, I ceaſei to viſit her; but ſtill 
continued to regard her with admiration 
and reſpect. I muſt confeſs to you, I 
even regarded the men of the: ſenſes With 
envy. She was beautiful and tempting 
in her appearance; and I was then a lit. 
de more ſenſual in my taſte chan at pra- 
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1 ( x28 ) 
fent : yet the fair Sophiſca :has-nor' ens 
tirely elevated my heart above à deſire 
for the gratifications. of ſenſe, notwith. 
ſtanding the paſſion with which ſhe has 
inſpired me for e ed 7a f of 
ſcience. t his d bongtyt greet I 15 
en at ziecho cn voie 70 
with that ne of x genius, 
then ? ſaid Miſoguge I have long withed 
to get acquainted with a lady of that 
character. Perhaps a Sophiſca may be 


the lady whom Itochipul had in view in 


his prediction. You will do me the 
greateſt favour in the world by introduc- 
ing me to her; and if you are not deep- 
ly in love with her yourfelf, U . will de 


my 7 yr d er l ohen 
300, Rn I. ts 


1. Ire Jun a e an wo- 
man, replied Indab: She is the ſole ob. 


ject of my affections and of my homage: 


21K duce 
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| duce you to her, ſince you defire it: Mi- 
ſogug is too much my friend, for me to 
fear that he will become my rival. He 
to whom Iam indeb ted, eyen for the en- 
joyment of life, will never, ſurely, de- 
prive me of my miſtreſs. Youdo me jultice, 
replied Miſogug ; love ſhall never cauſe 
me to violate the laws of friendhip—— 
But, however,; you muſt, ſurely have o. 
ther adventures: to relate, and other le. 
Balk characters to deſeribe to me—go 
on, I pray ou. Indab proceeded wick. 
out much intreaty He delighted to 
ſpeak of a At whoſe, very om 5 
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A Wale vn, a woman bf pie 
ty, and till that period y affairs of gallant- 
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ry had always been w ith ladies of rank: 


yet I could not help taking notice of ſome | 
 Hne faces, among the tower! orders; and | 
I became deſirous of igfpring-ſome ofthem | 
with tender ſentiments. During the courſe | 


of that unfortunate affair in which 1 was 
involved in conſequence of my aſſault on 
vou, I formed an acquaintance with a 
- gentleman of the law, who was my coun- 
ſel and advocate. His wife appeared not 
ill pleaſed with the little attentions of gal- 

lantry. 


( 

hütry, I endeavoured to recommend 
myſelf t6'that'beatity, and facteeded fol 
well, that both huſband and wife ſoon be- 
gan to treat me with great kindneſs ; and 


the good gentleman confidered me as his 
deſt friend. Whenever he was to ap- 


pear at the bar, the lady obligingly gave 


he an aſſignation, and from that aſſigna- 


tion I uſually returned, almoſt ſatiated 
vich delight! She always told me; that 
he loved me, and never failed to give me 
prooks of the ardour of her affeftion: ? 
yet one ſmall circumſtance made me ra- 
ther doubt the ſincerity of her declaration. 
She was very fond of fine elothes ; her 
higheſt happineſs conſiſted in 'poſſeſſing) 
and wearing them; and ſhe diſplayed 
her finery with great pomp, on the feſti⸗ 
val days ſacred to Belus and Mithra. 1 
owed' my ſucceſs to ſome fine Phoenici 
Ruffs which I had preſented to her. 1 
ls uſe ef the following ſtratagem, to 
make 
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mire was then very mucty the faſhion at 


Babylon. As faſhion had ever been the 
favourite divinity of the Babylonians, all 
the ladies were extremely deſirous of ha- 
ying gowns of that ſtuff; but it was very 
dear, becauſe this was the llt time it had 
ever N ee 45 155 . 
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ö defire to be dreſſed i in a;Cachemiria. tak: 


fety: her huſband was ngt very lich, and 
allowed her very little pin money; there - 
fore her mentioning her deſire to me was 
giving me a hint to ſupply, her want: J 
underſtood her meaning perfectly and told 
ber, that juſt now I could not command 


do large a ſum 36 was neceſſary, and 
n dherefore 


oY 
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the habit of a Cachemirian merchant, and 


changing my voice to compleat the de- 
| -ceit, waited en her, one morning, with 


| K 133 ) 
therefore een not have the pleaſure of 
making her ſuch a preſent, till I ſnould 
receive the next payment of my rents. 
In the mean time, I diſguiſed myſelf in 


the fineſt piece: of taffety that I could find 
in the“ whole city. I ſpread it out 


before her; and I cannot expreſs to 
you the eager delight with which ſhe 
viewed it.— Good God, what beauti- 


ful taffety! eried ſhe; how judiciouſſy 


choſen, and how delicately ſhaded the 


colours! In ſhort, ſhe was all in rapture: 
never did connoiſſeur celebrate with ſucli 


| extravagance of praiſe, the nobleſt piece 


of the moſt ingenious painter. 4 told 


her, that, ſince ſhe was ſo. well pleaſed 
with it, I would leave it with her, and 


for two talents it might be here. Two 
talents l cried ſhe, Tou can let me hate 
Vel = \ M it 
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it on credit for two or three months 
My reply to that queſtion gave her to un- 
derſtand, that a ſine woman might always 

have credit from me, on certain condi. 
tions; that, befides, ſhe-had always about 
her a treaſure which would be ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the moſt urgent creditor. She 
underſtood my meaning, and replied with 
a ſmile of affectation, that ſome creditors 
were ſo amiable, that a perſon was tempt- 
ed to wiſh to be always in their debt. 
— Theſe words were ſo -polite, and 
ſo expreſſive, that I caſt» myſelf at her 
feet, and begged her to accept both my 
ſtuff and my heart. She was willing 
to accept my heart, but pretended to re- 
my arm, that I might render the fair ladß 
till more eager to obtain it, and giving 

her a direction to a ſmall houſe which 1 
had hired for that purpoſe in the ſuburbs, 
: I: begged her to do me the honour of 
1 „ MM A 
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calling very ſoon, that I might have the. 


pleaſure of putting it into her hands, and 
of entertaining her with a poor ſupper, 
dreſſed and ſerved. up in the Cachemirian 
ſtyle. | She accepted my invitation: and 
did not fail to keep her appointment. 
Was going to teſtify her gratitude by 
falſe beard that had diſguiſed my coun- 
tenance, and the hood that covered my 
head; and appearing under my real 
countenance and figure, Keep the piece 
of taffety, Madam, ſaĩd I to her; but be 
ſo good as to excuſe me from making 
any future additions to your wardrobe; 
and return to your huſband:— know, 
that ſilk-mercers may be admitted to 
| eee be 


| n 
N en e ne l 
j | ittle niece; about the age of twelvey/who/ 
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lived with her, but was poſſeſſed of a very 
different taſte. I regarded her with that 


pure affection which a beautiful child 


naturally: inſpires. uſed to call her my 


little wife, and the: familiarly called me 


her little huſband. When I left off vi- 
ſiting her aunt, IJ had no more opportu- 


to feel ſomething more than friendſhip for 
me, and was ſo unhappy at my abſence, 


that, from the gay, ſprightly creature, 


the was before; ſne became penfive and 


melancholy, and ſeemed to enjoy no plea- 


ſure but when ſhe heard my name.— 


As I could not bear to live without a mif- 


treſs, I returned into the great world, 
after forſaking her aunt, and attached 
myſelf to a woman of the name of Tana - 


Time, who had long lived ſeparated from 
her huſband, and who, without being 


actually a widow, enjoyed all the pri- 
vileges of vidawhood-—Babylon, you 
| know, 


( 237 ) 
know, is quite full of widows of thatſort; 
— and one. often marries them, without 
| n into the ſhackles of hg 


Tun young a * We the 
name of the little niece whom I was ſpeak- 
ing of,) did not know that Tanarime had 
an huſband ; and when ſhe heard that I 
was going to marry her, underſtanding li- 
terally what was meant figuratively, ſhe 
fell dangerouſly ill. She was noble and 
delicate in her ſentiments, though ſhe had 
ſcarce attained that age, before which the 
heart does not uſually open to the ſenſe 
of propriety and virtue; She was often in- 
terrogated concerning the cauſe of her 
illneſs, but ſtill kept an obſtinate ſilence z 
yet her ſilence contributed to add new 
ſtrength to her diſeaſe. Her life began 
to be in imminent danger ; and phyſici- 
cians were called in. They conjectured, 
from the violence of the fever, and from 
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fome other ſymptoms, that the little dam- 
ſel was in love with ſome perſon, and was 
conſumed by the violence of a concealed 
paſſion: their conjecture was laughedat, but 
che event ** e were not miſtaken. 
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A ue her diſeaſe was at 


the greateſt height, I happened to be 


walking, with Tanarimé under my arm, 


on a gallery of the hanging gardens; that 


gallery was directly oppoſite to the cham- 
der of Aureliana, ſo that any perſon 
in the gallery migln be eaſily ſeen from her 


window. The attendants on Aureliana, 


obſerving us, fail that I was there with 
my miſtreſs. At theſe words, ſhe open- 
ed her eyes, raiſed her head, turned them 


| towards me, and uttering adeepwildſhrick, 


fell back upon her bed, ſtemingly in a 
ſwoon. When ſhe recovered-a little, the 
attendants put ſeveral queſtions to her, 
concerning the cauſe of her ſudden ter- 
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But ſhe continued more l | 
9 -filent than before. For two days 
longer, ſhe remained in that condition, 
without ſpeaking. a ſingle» word. But 
could they now doubt that I was the 
cauſe of her ſufferings? At laſt, on the 
third, a meſlage was brought me, that 
Aureliana was dying, and that E alone 
could reſtore her to life. I inſtantly flew 
to her, without reflecting how matters 
ſtood between her aunt and me. Her 
zunt, who now thought of nothing but 
the danger of her niece; let me know, in a 
few words, what had induced them ta 
ſend for me. I approached the bed of the 


loveſick maid ; and calling on her loudly 


by the moſt endearing appellations, told 
her, that ſhe had been deceived in regard 
to Tanarimé, and that Tanarims had 
been engaged in the bands. of wedlock . 
long before I knew her, ſo that I could 


r I cal. 
led 
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led Aureliana my little wife, and fwore 
that I would never marry another; beg. 
ging her to beſtow on me, before her re. 
lations, and in the face of Heaven, that 
hand which was the object of my fond. 
eſt wiſhes. I infiſted-with ſo much ear. 
neſtneſs, my grief was ſo ſincere, and my 
ſighs ſo piercing, that ſhe again opened 
her eyes, and caſting them on me, with 
a look, expreſſing, at once, both tender. 
neſs and reproach, held out her hand, 
and expired while I was claſping it in 
mine. I covered with my kiffes that 
| hand now benumbed with the icy cold- 
neſs of death: but gueſs my ſurprize, 
when I found in it a billet containing 
theſe words, marry Tanarimé, and 
leave me to die. — Ah! cried Miſogug, 
ſighing, why did I never meet with an 
Aureliana! I ſnould not, then, have been 
fo frequently cheated: and abuſed. Such, 
continued Indab, is love in the hearts of 
[7 girls 
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girls of twelve or thirteen; at that age, 
women are almoſt perfect, and if they 
are afterwards corrupted, we are to blame. 
The intercourſe of ſociety, and pernici- 
aus cuſtoms, in obeying which both rea- 
ſon and ſenſibility are loſt—ate to blame. 


I conſidered beſides, that the women, as 


well as we, are never in love but once; 
the moſt ſincere, and perhaps the only 


one that produces any deep impreſſion on 
their hearts. Tanarimẽ ſoon; afforded 


me a proof of the juſtice of this obſerva- 
tion. Pray, faid Miſogug, proceed with, 
her hiſtory, Lhope it is leſs affecting than 


that of Aureliana, and I find myſelf in 


need of ſomething to remove the melan- 
choly Impreſſions which the. ſtory of that 

unfortunate girl has made on my heart. 
This will remove them, ſaid Indab. Ta- 
narime was the coldeſt, but the frankeſt 


woman L ever knew, —She never prafiſea 
a 
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any art to gain, or fix admirers. She 
loved no body, in ſhort, but all the world 
might be in love with her, as much as 

they pleaſed, without ſuffering much un. 

neaſineſs, or having any cauſe to complain. 

When J made the firſt declaration of my 

paſſion to her, Ah! faid ſhe; to whom do 

you addreſs yourſelf?-- I am incapable of 

returning your love with equal ardour; I 

never loved but one man in my life; he 

has exhauſted my heart,, and left nothing 

. his rivals or ſucceffors. About five 

years ago, tlie Archimagus Itochipul paid 
his addreſſes to me, and gained my affec- 
tions. The Archimagus Itochipul! cried 

Miſogug; Jam hot ſurpriſed at that: 1- 

tochipul has Men very fortunate among 
the fair ſex, and I wiſh the fine predic- 
tions which he has made to me were hap- 
pily realized! I ſhould then heartily for- 

give him for all the injuries that I ſuſpect 
him 0 have done me. Tanarimé, con- 
{fi uluued 
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tinued Indab, went farther ; the aſſured 
me that Itochipul was the only man who 
had ever made her truly happy. She 
had an huſband, and a multitude. of lo- 
vers ; but the proteſted to me, that nei- 
ther her huſband nor her lovers had ever 
been able to make her ſhare their tranſ- 
ports, and that none but Itochipul had e- 
ver inflamed her ſenſes. In their arms, 
and amid their endearments, ſhe had re- 
mained cold and inſenſible as a ſtatue. = 


I ToLD her, that, probably, they had 
never loved her with the ardour of a 
genuine paſſion; but that I abſolutely 
adored her, and if ſne would be equally 
indulgent to me, as ſhe had been to them, 

I would endeavour to behave ſo as to 
awake both her ſenſes and her heart to 
rapture.--You. think ſo, replied ſhe, 
but you will only loſe your trouble. 
have already made many ineffectual trials 
92 with 


| (144 ) 
with people who ſpoke in the fame ſtyte 
As you ſpeak juſt now .I conjured her to 
make trial of me, and fie agreed, a few 
days after. I was in the vigour of life, 
and my paſſion was inexpreſſibly ardem. 
Vet, would you think it? all my exer. 
tions were inſufficient to overcome the 
cCcoldneſs of Tanarimé.— have ſurelymade 
you happy, faid I to her, as I was riſing 
ä from her embraces. Not a whit happier 
1 than if you had deen my huſband, repk- 
ed ſhe, laughing with all her might. 


ALL theſe adventures gave Miſoguy 
Tome juſter ideas concerning the character 
of the ſex: but yet, he ſtill wiſhed and 
hoped to ind one perfect female charac- 
ter. He reminded his friend of the pro- 
miſe that he had made to introduce him 
to Sophiſca; her caſtle/ſtood at no great 
diſtance from Fenler, and they might 
wait upon her in a very ſhort time. 
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As they were dn their way to viſit her, 
a meſſenger from the lady met them, and. 


preſented. Indab a billet, inviting him 1 


dine with her, and begging him to bring f 


Miſogug along with him. She had heard 


of Miſogug's arrival at Fenler, and ſhe 


regarded him with admiration and reſpect, 


on account of the verſes which he had 
formerly, compoſed in honour of the 


Queen of Babylon. Each line of her 
card to Indab was written in a differs 


ent character and language; the firſt was 


in the old Chaldean; the ſecond, in the 
Ethiopian; the third, in the Arabic; 


and fo. of the reſt. Indab, who, to re. 
Vol. . "commend 


( 16 ) 

commend himſelf to Sophilca, had learns 

ed all theſe languages, made out the 
meaning of the card without difficulty, 5 
But Miſogug,' ſomewhat furprized at ſuch 
a diverſity of philological learning, could 
not forbear ſaying to Indab, with a ſigh; 
Ah! my poor friend, I am much afraid 
that your Sophiſca is à fantaſtic creature, 
who, in her ſearch after genius and know. 
age da lo Cas Midn Th J and "that, 
inſtead of an amiable and intelligent wo- 
man, we are going to ſee a true pedant 
in petticoats. Softly, r my dear Miſogug, 
replied Indab, I cannot bear to hear you 
talk in this manner: Sophiſca poſſeſſes 
an ardent and penetrating genius, which 
has examined with accuracy all the differ 
ent relations and gradations that connect 
the various parts of the ſcale of being; 
and which has tated,” wilh a keen and 
piercing: eye, all the obſcyrities' of na- 
ny. Toy well, N Miſogug ; but 
5441405 Te 
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thoſe were mighty words to expreſs ſuch | 
little things ;—we ſhall ſoon ſee this 
miracle of erudition. 
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Misocue was ide far wrong in the no- 
tion which he had formed of the characd 
ter of the fair Sophiſca. Nothing could 
be more ſingular than that woman's man- 
ner of thinking and Aving. She had: 
ſeveral years before, retired to the coe 
try, in order that ſhe might cultivate lite: 

rature in peaceful tranquillity, at a diſs 
tance from the confuſion and buſtle of the 
capital; and had cauſed a lofty tower to 
be raiſed, at a {ſmall -diſtance from'herl - 
country-ſeat, in which ' ſhe would ſome- 
times paſs-the night with an aſtrolabẽ in 
| her hand, tracing the / courſe of the 
rs; while poor Indab, kneeling at the 
bottom af his obſervatory, contemplated; 
that rival of the ſage Ptolemy with" as | 
much rapture and admiration as e did 
N 2 the 


ker for the been planet of wa 


THz natural Nfpokition of 12 TA . 
ving led her to the purſuit of fcience; ſhe 
kept a cabinet of natural hiſtory, but no 
drawing room; a. collection of rare and 
range birds, but no houſe for poultry; 

a chymical laboratory occupied the place 
of a kitchen; and her library was her on- 
iy dining: room. Sophiſca was ſo inatten- 
tive to all that regards the neceſſities and 
eonveniences of liſe, that, had there not 
deen a ſtewurd, a cook, and a butler, in 
Ber houſe, who, though: no great adepts 
in the ſciences, yet paid-fome attention to 
_ theſe humbler concerns; her gueſts, her- 
ſelf; and her houſehold, might have ſtar- 
ved for want of victuals. ; Sophiſca was 
no leſs. a proficient in polite literature 
than in the ſublime ſciences: She had five 


or — in Babylon, who ſent 


8 her 
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( «49 ) 
her eyery week all the new publications 
and wrote her all the neus of that Pyg- 
mzan race, who are conſtantly: in com- 
motion, poſſeſs authority over no petſon, 
are ever expoſed to the caprices of amull 
titude of ſubaltern tyrants; and yet are 
dignified with the pompous appellation ot 
The Rxrublie of LET T ERS. She read, 
with eagerneſs, all the productions of thoſs 
Republicans, whoſe empire: muſt furely. be 
in the moon, ſince it 1s. not on èarth. Alk 
that flowed from their quills gave her de- 


light; nor did ſhe rigidiy examine whes 


ther it were bombaſt or eloquence, learns 


ing or petulance, genius or him, poetry 
or nonſenſe. If ĩt . was newly publiſhedz 


and praiſed by the Journaliſts, or bought 


up by the publie, thatwas enougl ta make 


Her regard ĩt as the quinteſſence of learns 
or the ftower of genius. She was 


ing, or 
more highly pleaſed wth a madrigal, than 
vith the account of w victory gained by 
ax N 3 hes 
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der countrymen; an epigram, - or: epithas 
lamium, gave her more delight than a pro- 
clamation, by the ſovereign, enforcing 
Virtue, and reſtraining vice; conſequent- 
ly, the could not but be a moſt virtuous 
ang PAINE member 8 ſtate... 
| Har R 8 e < es 
ran ee her eyes lively. and brilliant; 
nau ſhe Was near that period of life, when 
women become more ſtudious to: pleaſe, 
becauſe they ſee the empire of their beauty 
to be near an end, and: becauſe they can- 
not make up for the want of beauty but 
elegance of their cenverſation. Notwith- 
ſtanding her extravagant pretenſions to 
partments of knowledge; yet ſhe:ſhewed 
little care to adorn Herſelf with the appa- 
ratus of the toilette. She painted her 
checks, lips, eyes, „ with no 


ge 8 red, 


- © ust ) 
ted, blue, black, or white: She never 
wore any other head - dreſs than a ſprig of 
laurel eptwined with her hair. She had 
a prodigious. memory; and her conyerſa- 
tion, of conſequence, was not unentertain- 
ing; but her medley of knowledge pour- 
ed out with the confuſion of a chaos. 
Though ſhe remembered, almoſt, all that 
the read, yet, as all her notions were 
jumbled indiſtinctly togeiher, in her brain; 
her knowledge was without arrangement 
or preciſion; like thoſe ſparkling drops, 
which, being condenſed; by the cold, glit- 
ter for a few moments in the ain, and 
are then difloled ina of che 
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every able, with Heile — wn hd 
but had no determined ſyſtem, no fixed 
principles; ſhe would often advance two 


or three arguments to prove m import | 
21S ant 


( vga ) 


ant poſition, and chen conclude with ſome 
filly tale: ſhe would ſometimes pals, from 
2 mathematical problem to an acroſtic, 
from an epigram to an equation, and 
from a logarithm to à roundelay. But 
her hearers liſtened with complaiſance, 
and even with pleaſure; becauſe every 
word that ſhe ſpoke, iſſued from a charm- 
ing little mouth, and from ruby lips; and 
when ſhe laughed at the ſallies of her 
own wit, her teeth, more poliſhed- and 
white than the fineſt ivory, were diſplay- 
ed to the eye of the beholder.” But her 
- Ettle mouth; her ruby lips, and ivory 
teeth could not prevent the hearer from 
aſking himſelf, after he had liſtened for a 
long time, what he had heard; and being 
furprized chat the lady had talked for ſe- 
veral hours, and yet ſald nothing :? ſo her 
riſitors ſeldoni thought of returning a ſe- 
cond: time. At the ſecond viſit, you 
would think her a prattler 2 Ar the third; | 
1s Me 


. 
ſhe was quite diſguſting. However bright 
her genius, however brilliant her conver. 
fation ; they both reſembled thoſe ſky- 
rockets, which are admired as productions 
of ingenious art, but inſtead of affording 
a refreſhing heat, only dazzle the eye. 


were I ta negle&t: mentioning her vani- 
both exceſſive; and they were her only 
armour againſt the two paſſions which 
are maſt natural to the female ſex, name- 
ly, love ta the men, and hatred to the wos 
men. She was always compoſing fine yers 
ſes, tragedies, diſſertations, and academi- 
cal harangues, which ſometinies poſſeſſed 
| beauties ; and ſhe herſelf was always the 
firſt to diſcover theſe beauties, and point 
them out to her readers or hearers. In 


a word, ſhe ſeemed to exiſt for no 
ether purpoſe but to think or to write: 


15 


| ( 134 ) 
aud ſhe indulged herſelf in thought, 
only to commit agreeable errors, or 2. 
dopt pleaſing whims ; and wrote only to 
ſhow her nn of mr: 1 nos 
ee en IN air vet 0 
5 th Sizych vifs 3550 Ste n 
Dor the ad . huſband, who would 
have been glad if love had fometimes' oc- 
cupied her thoughts, and poffeſſed ſome 
influence over her heart. That gentleman, 
who poſſeſſed a tolerable ſhare of ſenſibili . 
ty, a found judgment, and good ſenſe, was 
enraged to ſee her, for ever, write, write, 
or ſpend her nights, -fometimes in con- 
templating the ſtars, and ſometimes am- 
algamating metals, or extrafting phoſ- 
phorus, in her chemical laboratory. To 


vex him ſtill· more, ſhe ſometimes order- 
ed him to blow her furnaces, to arrange 
her minerals and cryſtallizations, and ac- 
tually metamorphoſed him into 'a chy- 
miſt's boy. She had a daughter too, a 

Tn 1 charming 


EE WF} 
charming girl, who, though ſhe was- not 
yet more than ſeven years old. was al- 
ready ſkilled in the ancient Chaldean, 
and Shanſcrit languages, had read the 
Almageſt of Ptolemy, the book of the 
five kings, and that of Khaſter; but was to- 
tally ignorant of the language of her na- 
tive e and Bay at of eee | 


hag aa Miſogug: were no ſooner ar- 
rived at Sophiſca's country houſe, than 
they began to be affected with very dif- 
ferent ſentiments. The inſtant Sophiſca 
law Miſogug, ſhe ran to him, and em- 
braced him as a brother and a nurſling 
of the muſes. Indab was ſomewhat ſur- 
priſed, and ſamewhat grieved, to ſee her 
treat Miſogug with ſo immediate, and ſo 
open A preference ; ſhe had never fa- 
voured him with an embrace, becauſe he 
had never made any verſes in honour of 


the queen of Babylon: and Miſogug, who, 
0s 8 | | not- 


1 5 ( 156 ) 
mene the perfidy of the fair ſex, 
till loved them, whether they were learn. 
ed or ignorant, received this firſt favour 
from Sophiſca with a great deal of plex- 
fure. Yet he was incapable of commit- 
ting treaſon againſt his friend 3 he imme- 
diately reproached himſelf for the pleaſure 
He had received from the lady's embrace, 
and forced himſelf to behold her with | in. 


ai tt | 4 
Twas Mb to Fol e with 


Sopnhiſca at that time, one of the Queen's 
. maids of honour, who contributed not a 
- tirtle to this indifference, and was, in rea- 
- ity, a dangerous rival. This lady's beau- 


ty was much fuperior to that of the learn 
ed dame. No Babylonian lady could 
match the gracefulneſs of her air and car- 
riage, the eaſy dignity of her manners, or 
the modeſt ſprightlineſs of her wit. But 
as the proper time for launching out into 
* 2 de 
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2 deſeription of her perfe&tions i is not yet 


arrived, we ſhall only mention, that her 


ſpeak of the men of learning and genius 


who were then aſſembled under Sophiſca's 


roof. Miſogug politely ſaluted them, 


but they ſcarce deigned to take notice of 


him. You would have thought that they 


already conſidered him as a man of let- 
ters, becauſe he had compoſed a few ver- 
ſes; and that they envied him the fucceſa 
of that trifle. The company fat down 
to dinner, ſoon after the arrival of our 
two gentlemen: Indab ſeated himſelf, on 
purpoſe, beſide the fair Sophiſca; and 


Miſogug, almoſt mechanically, beſide the 


fair Nairzebah. The reſt of the table 
was occupied by the crowd of authors. 
They ſpoke little while they were enga- 


ged at dinner; but they had no ſooner 
ſatisfied their appetite, than they began to 


bawl, and diſpute, and wrangle, and load 
Vol. I. 0 each 


| «(6 158: ), 
other with injurious epithets. The fair 
Sophiſca admired the eloquence of thoſe 
great men; Indab admired the fair So- 
phiſca; and Miſogug, who had, as yet, 
ſcarce ſeen Nairzebah, admired only the 
patience of the ladies, and his own. 
What egregious fools, muttered he be- 
tween his teeth, are theſe men of wit and 
genius! How much more agreeable com- 
panions are the good peaſants on my 
eſtate of Fenler, though they are but dull 
and ignorant! The fair Nairzebah faid 
nothing, but ſhe ſeemed, by her looks, to 
view the literati much in the fame light 
as Miſogug viewed them; and when, Mi- 
ſogug took notice of that, he began to 
examine her are and eee with 


nach) more attention. 


| Yes, faid one, with mal ſhrill voice, 
I maintain that the ancients were much 
Pl to us in che 3 of Af 


tronomy, 


( 759 ) 

tronomy, Metallurgy, Chemiſtry, Philo- 
ſophy, Geography, and Theology. And 
I, replied another, in a voice of thunder, 
1 inſiſt that the moderns have excelled 
them in every ſcience. The ancients 
have thought upon, and writen upon 
every thing. The moderns alone are 
capable of thinking. Homer is the faith - 
ful painter of nature; nay, he is a crea- 
tor. Our works have cauſed Homer to 
be forgotten. Long live Pythagoras 
Long live the great Hermes And long 
live Peace! eried Miſogug in his turn, 
who was now heartily weary of their 
bawling, —and long live theſe two fair 
ladies! Let us drink to their health, and 
leave Hermes, Pythagoras, and Homer, 
to n A | 


Tux learned geutlemen drank off their 
glafſes, and then began their quarrels a- 
freſh ; and again played off the Ancients 

9 and 
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Moderns againſt each other, withont 

paying any regard 20 the prudent advice 
of Miſogug. But the defender of the 
Ancients took care to inſinuate, that, if 
good ſenſe and ſound reaſon were not en- 
tirely loſt in modern times, any remains 
of them that ſtil ſubſiſted were to be 
found only in his 'writings ; and the ad- 
mirer of the Moderns took pains to con- 
vince his hearers, that he himfelf was at 
he: head of thoſe iſlinguiſhed' geniuſes. 

The firſt was ſelfiſh in his admiration” of 
the- Ancients, and the other no leſs ſo 


Hits te ban (he eee alia 
Tt 7s OV 8 Mt; 11 M4 L* 1 Air tet“ 


24 C5 


þIn the courſe & > thele!difpurth, a very 
ingenious thing dropt from the fair Nair- 
zebah, though none but Miſogug took 
notice of it. Pray, Gentlemen, faid ſhe, 
do you think that the men of ancient 
mes were of a taller ſtature than thoſe 
of the preſent age? : ors, * nature pro- 
De 8 ü duces 


(161) 

duces giants in one period, and pigmies 
in another? A direct anſwer ta that 
queſtion would have put an {endoto the 
debate; but thoſe philoſophers: were all 
fo cautious, as to return no anſwer to it. 


The ſoft, weak voice of Nairzebah, was 


fcarceheard; or rather, was drowned amid 
the clamours which aroſe from the learn- 
ed cohort. Each gentleman perſiſted ob- 
ſtinately in his firſt opinion, and regular- 


ty finiſhed his apology with an ill natuted 


epigram directed againſt his opponent, and 
an infipid compliment aſtentatiouſſy ad- 
dreſſed to the fair Sophiſca. Her eyes were 
compared to ſtars; her cheeks to golden 


columns of porphyry, her noſe to the 
pro of a ſhip, and her ſtately form to a 
cedar of Mount Libanus. Notwithſtand- 
ing the extravagance of theſe alluſion, 
the fair Sophiſca was highly pleaſed with 
their originality and ingenuity, and eager- 


lf fed upon thoſe ridiculous praiſes. 
O0 3 WHEN 
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Wnrx the authors. had bawled ſo 
Jong as almoſt 10 exhauſt. their lungs, 
e couteſt drew to a cloſe for want of 
combatants: but now a little fellow, who 
dad fpared;his: lungs during the diſpute, 
that che might be able to read his works 
kuhen-it was finiſhed; ſlily begged Miſo- 
gug to repeat thoſe elegant and celebrated 
verſes which: he had compoſed in praiſe 

of the Queen of Babylon, hoping, that 

lurhen Miſogug had done, his, own turn 

would came next. Miſogug, who was a 

ſtranger 10 the pedantic pride of thoſe 

geniuſes, but, at the ſame time, was diſ- 

poſed to oꝛnit no opportunity of recom- 

anending bimſelf to Nairzebah, immedi- 

ately complied. He recited his verſes in 

ain a graceful, modeſt manner; and ad- 

dreſſing them to Nairzebah, whom he 

ꝓretended to take for Immaroë, had the 

pleaſure of ſeeing her ſmile upon him, 
-by way of acknowledgment, while the 
0) ibi 41507 £071 88> 
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wits; who were liſtening, expreſſed their 
applauſe; in ſuch a manner, as to-ſhew 
their chagrin at finding the verſes ſo 
good. Nairzebah not only praiſed thoſe 
verſes, ſhe even begged Miſogug to fa- 
vour her with a copy of them. Miſogug,. 
charmed with: the requeſt, eagerly pro- 
miſed, and begged that he might have 
the honour of preſenting it to her next 
day in her own houſe. He was too welt 
pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his verſes, not 
to be diſpoſed to oblige thie little fellow 
who had aſked him to repeat them. He 
well knew, that the little author con- 
ſtantly carried abtut witk him an enor- 
mas manuſcript volume either of proſe 
or verſe; and he hegged him to favour 
the company, by communicating to their 
his literary treaſures and the little fel- 
low, looking round the company, to ob- 

ſerve if mee be acceptable, 

beheld att eye vacant T 
except 


| ( 164.) 
except thoſe of the fair Sophiſca, whoſe 
higheſt delight was to read herſelf, or ro 

hear another reading. He then pulled out 
his manuſcript : It was a deſcriptive. poem 

on the beauties of Spring. A ſubject, af. 
fording ſuch ſcope to ſentiment and fancy 
generally inflames the coldeſt imagination, 
dut it appeared to have had o power over 
the dull ſoul of this little rbymſter. His 
work was nothing more than a dry analyſis 
of the operations of nature in the- fineſt 
month of the year, and a Kind of nomen- 

clature of the wonders which ſhe then 
produces. Inſtead of drawing her lead- 
ing features, the author had laboriouſſy 
travelled through 4 long train of minu- 
tic. He had painfully executed the parts, 
but had neglected to animate or adorn 
the whole; and he preſumed to give the 
name of a poem to à ſeries of monoto- 
nous rhymes, which, by their want of 
-variety, fatigued the ear, while the ſen- 
1 timents 
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fimefits iich they contained were unfft 
for making any impreſſion on the heart. 
The bluſhing roſes of Spring faded in his 
hands; in the ſeaſon of animation and 
eee eee and lariguid 
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dryneſs and dullneſs of his poem, he hat! 
a peculiar manner bf reading which fuxed 
the attention, on which his works could 
take no hold When he was deſcribing 
a rivulet meandring amidſt beds of flow- 
ers, hie ſpread oui his fingers in the air, 
and endeaàvoured ti repreſent, by various 
motions, the windings of the ſtream. 
When he was to ſpeuk of thunder, he 
ſwelled his voice, attempting to imitate 
its W The wild muſic 
of birds, the miauling nof cats, witll za 
_ of fantaſtic ' founds and 'motions,, 

hog lk * ri * l tri l. /| 171 Were 
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were what he laboured to 2 yo 


hearers 275 er | 
Wen this tai was ; finiſhed, 
3 Sophiſca clapped her hands, and 
all the reſt of her company followed her 
example; while the little author, finding 
himſelf loaded with ſuch a profuſion of 
applauſes, and wiſhing to make them be- 
lieve he was extremely modeſt, humbly 
bowed his head to the graund, and re- 
tired; rather to leave an open field for 
the eulogium of his abilities, than to a- 
void thoſe praiſes to which! he pretended 
to be indifferent. 7 Scarce had he made 
his exit, when his worthy: brethren, who 
had quſt been -elevating him to the ſkies, 
began to attack him with unequalled fury. 
One pretended that his work was pilfer- 
ed: and was almoſt, verbatim and lirera- 
_ tim, the ſame with a poem that he had 
I in folio i in the library of Alexandria; 
another 


Hs 1 


we 


_ (GxGr-)) 
another told the company, that W 
going. 10 urite a book againſt him, in 
which he would prove that his work was 
deteſtable; a third; who was, or at leaſt 


pretended to be, a man of piety, obſerved 


with much concern, that, through the 
whole of his work, the author made uſe 
of the term Nature; inſtead of the name 
of God. From this he concluded that 
the little poet was certainly an Atheiſt, 
and propoſed to accuſe him before the 
Magi. In ſhort; the whole of them cri- 
ticiſed him with mercileſs ſeverity, and 
loaded him with ſarcaſtic reflections; not 
from regard to the principles of taſte or 
reaſon, but becauſe he had been ſo for- 
tunate as to pleaſe the fair Sophiſca; 
and the jealouſy of men of letters is much 

more ſtrongly excited by the reception 
which a work meets with in the world; ' 
than 2 its * na * Aer N 
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Haw 
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How in the world, ſaid Miſogug to 
| Himſelf, can theſe gentlemen take ſo much 
pains againſt a compoſition which, as ſoon 
as it is publiſhed; muſt be received with 
univerſal contempt ? What would they do 
If it were poſſeſt of ſuch merit as might 
cauſe it to be mentioned in other circles? 
Quite diſgulted with thoſe literati, he nou 
took his leave of the fair Sophiſca, who 
made him promiſe to ſee her again; and 
of Nairzebah, with telling her, that he 
would wait on her next day, to preſent 
5 her with a copy of his verſes, and make 
his acknowledgements for her kindneſs. 
Nairzebah, who found as little amuſe- 
ment as Miſogug in the converſation of 
this literary party, ſoon after ſet out for 
Babylon; and the good Indab, accompa- 
nying Miſogug, ſaid to him, while they 
were on their way home wards, Well, my 
dear friend, have not I reaſon to adore the 
| anne Who poſſeſſes ſo much ge- 


7 nius, 


( aby | 

nius, ſenſe, and learning, as ſhe? Her 
houſe is the temple of art, and the aſy- 
lum of pleaſure. Say, rather, replied Mi- 


ſogug, that it is the grotto of envy, and 
the cave of ſpleen. 
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Nexr day Miſogug did not fail to 
wait on the fair Nairzebah, and to pre- 
ſent her with thoſe verſes which had been 
ſo fortunate as to pleaſe that beauty, and 
make her ſmile on their author. He ar- 
rived there about the evening, preciſely 
at that hour, when the pleaſures of ſociety 
and converſation attract good company 
to the houſes of amiable and intelligent 
women, forming around them thoſe ce- 
lebrated circles with which every wiſe 

man muſt always be delighted when pe- 
dantry and envy were never admitted 
into the drawing - room of the fair Nair- 


zcbah. "I—_ Milogug entered, he found 
F a com- 


C wr ) 
4 company, conſiſting of people of various 
ranks and conditions, each of whom ap- 
peared to poſſeſs a certain degree of ge- 
nius and merit. No vain poets, or proud 
proſers appeared here as in the houſe. of 
the fair Sophiſca. The company con- 
ſiſted of enlightened courtiers, accom- 
pliſhed ſcholars, generals whoſe atten- 
tion had not been always confined to 
tactics, and authors who had not always 
employed themfelves in the trade of 
writing. From this happy mixture there 
aroſe an admirable harmony of opinions 
and ſentiments. No perſon ſhewed him- 
ſelf eager for ſpeaking, but every one 
ſpoke in his turn; and he who content- 
ed himſelf with liſtening, reaped more 
advantage from his ſilence chan he could 
have derived from = anew lec- | 
ture . | 


— 


AFTER Miſogug had profited his: 


P 2 verſes 
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And fair Nairzebahypwhorerveived 
chem witha graceful modeſty, he obſervedt 
chat the company were engaged in the 
diſcuſſion of A very inſtereſting:queſtion. 
He featedhithfelfowithour-ſpeakingo a 
word, and liſteneil wits profound atten- 
non. This important queſtion, which ſo 
ſtrongly attracted his attention, was, 
Whether it were proper for th fair fex 
to eultivate polite literature; and whether 
it were an advantage for them, to pene- 
trate through the | intricats mazes of 
ſcience d Some were for allowing the 
ſtudy of Jiterdtufe; ochersd Entertained 
oppoſite ſentiments; and each endeavour- 
ed ts ſappott his own opinion wich a 
greater or leſs degree of acuteneſs and 
was preſent ; and be, who felt himſelf 
the victim of a ſpecies of phrenzy, which. 
rendered his wife incapable of every ten- 
r d "2 der 
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der ſentiment, eagerly took part in this 
important . diſpute, and {poke as follows, 
after almoſt every other perſon had de- 
clared his opinion; and the company, 
knowing his domeſtic ſituation, net 7 
to his words with Jole, Reon.) 
[a e n Ny 
Moor of the fair ſex- are: wives i 
Wand and the duties of a wife and a 
mother are ſo weighty, that nature ſeems, 
vith-good reaſon, to have forbidden them 
io dedicate their time and attention to the 
purſuit of ſcience; and the laws. of ſocie- 
ty ought to confirm their prohibition of 5 
nature. What particular ſtudy can be 
ſuitable for them?—Hiſtory ? But as they ' 
are not called to act the part of generals 
or miniſters, can it be of any importance | 
to them to know the erimes of monarchs, 
and the diſſenſions of nations? Wb 
ſhould they deſire to contemplate thoſe 


wann whom. we. entitle e and 
'F'$:.-.- 0 
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Eddetiettrs, and who! have diſtinguiſhes 
themſelves by kedueing cities to! aſhes, 
by maſſacring whole nations, and by load. 
ing freemen with the chains of deſpotiſm? 
why thould they trace the ptogreſs of 
thoſe butehering heroes, and behold them 
deluging the earth with blood from one 
End t& the other? A mother poſſeſſes the 
homage and affection of thoſe around her; 
ber Hhuſband is only Her Art ſlave, and 
her children ure proud to Obey her dome 
mands; and who would ſeek her life, ſines 
fe is ready to ſhed her blood for thoſe tg 
whom ſhe Ras given life? She has no 
 6&cafion to penetratèe trough the eraft 
af traders, or to porze the balance Which 


weighs the power and the fate of empires, 
and therefore ſhe has nothing to do with 
the ſtudy of politics. Though an houſe- 
Rold - is 2 kind -f Rats in miniature, yet 
ie is at war with nohod y; her domeſtics 
ſiorm no conſpiracies . ker: being 

„ 8 ye {ur- 
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farroianded by all that) is dear to her, ſlug 


has no occaſion either for ambaſſadots to 
communicate her will to foreign nations, 
or for generals to repel their hoſtile at- 


tacks. Arithmetic. and algebra are ſtilk 
leſs proper for the fair fex than hiſtory o 


politics. Can that ſublime art, hich is 


indehted for all its diſcoveries to the obs 
ſtinate application, and unwearied pati- 


ence of its votaries Can it be ſuitabie to 
the lãvely and deſultory imagination of the 
ladies 1 Lou who pretend that the ſex 
dught to acquire as much knou ledge as 
we, pray would you be well pleaſed to 
fee your wives engaged in reſolving pro- 
blems, or computing quantities, When 
you were wiſſing them ta: ſhare your. ſen⸗ 
rinients of conjugal love and parental af. 
ſection ? Would any of you be very haps 
py to ſee his wife engaged in ſtudying the 
revolutions of the planets, , but: careleſs 
G * the tender emotions of his 
1102 heart? 
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heart? Many of the {Babylonian ladies 
are highly delighted with phyſics, natural 
hiſtory,” and chemiſtry ; but might not 
the woman who is even ſo ignorant as not 
io know how the daily food with which 
the nouriſhes her children is converted into 
aliment might not the ſay to thoſe ladies, 
fo . verſant in the . myſteries of nature, 
Ye unfeeling Naturalifts, when, witlt 
your microſcopes in your hands, you 
all the ſecrets of its economy, what ad- 
vantages do you derive from ſuch painful 
obſervations? Vour fouts are ſwelled with 
aſtoniſhment and delight, your eyes are 


ders. Lou run eagerly to your cloſets, 
to deſcribe; what you have obſerved. Per- 
haps your genius is ſo fatigued wich toil - 
ſome application as to be unequal to your 
purpoſe: or, if it is ſtill ſufhciently vigo? 
rous, you ſpend your happieſt moments in 


COM-n 


tw) 
compoſing a” pompous book, deſcriptive- 
of thoſe. wonders which your curious in 
duſtry has obſerved: While, in the mean 
time, I wear the brilliant tiſſue hieh tlie 
inſect that engages ydur attention has ſpun 
for mes and my hands, far happier than 
yours, form it into ribbands, with which 
I adern the hair of my beloved lirtle 
daughters. Yoo ſtudy Nature while T 
enjoy her bounties- Who/ofus; then 
has choſen the better part? A flower 
happens to attract your attention, and you 
immediately ſet yourſelves to examine all 
its different parts, and to: diſtinguiſi the 
fpectes, genus, and elaſs to which it be: 
tongs $7: while I enjoy its fragrance and its 
beauty. Tou leave it to fade and wither 
on the ſpot where it grows, but I care- 
fully cult ĩt to adorn my hufband's table. 
Pray which of us acts with moſt wiſdom? 
which af us rune n the end of a 
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Tux ſtudy of the dead languages, and 


of antiquities, continued the huſband of 
Sophiſca, recall, in ſome degree, the an- 


eient world to our view, and introduce 
us to the company of our anceſtors,” and 
of thoſe great and celebrated men who 
have flouriſhed between the earlieſt times 
and our days. By means of this ſtudy 
we become acquainted with their man- 


ners and cuſtoms, learn to compare them 
with our own, and, in eonſequence of 
that compariſon, to attain to higher per- 
fection of character. The ſtudy of the 
modern languages is particularly uſeful 


to people who travel. I acknowledge 
that it is; but has a wife and a mother 


any occaſion to run over the whole world 


in ſearch of happineſs ? She finds happineſs 


in the peaceful retreat of her family. 


© Would it be convenient to carry her chil- 
114: | dren 


Her family is the world to her: Beſides, 
_ what occaſion can {he have to travel? 


r 
dren with her hanging at the breaſt? 
Are the poor creatures fit for enduring 
the fatigue of long journies or the dan- 
gers of the ſea? I have no objection, to 
man's facing all thoſe dangers; he is 


poſſeſſed of ſtrength and courage: but let 4 


us remember, that woman is born for leſs | 
dangerous and difficult enterprizes. The 
delicacy of her conſtitution and organs 
permit her to apply neither to toilſome la- 
bour, nor intenſe ſtudy. Laborious re- 
ſearches into the records of former times 
might prove fatal to her. Her ſine eyes 
were not formed for decyphering hiero- 
glyghics, or to trace, through the lapſe of 
ages, the various revolutions of human af 
fairs, No. It is enough for the ladies 
to be acquainted with the language of their 
lovers and huſbands; while they under- 
ſtand that, they have nothing more to wiſſi 
for. Ah! why is my wife ignorant of 
theſe truths? I ſhould not then be obli- 
| ged 
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86d to become the advotate dee 
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c "uy All: remain to hug eaiitlderes, 
The knowledge of morals: is neceflary for 
the direction of our conduct; and as the 

fair ſex have many imporant duties to 
Fulfil, they cannot well diſpenſe with an 
attentive ſtudy of morality: but are not 
the principles of that ſcience-engraven in 
their hearts by the hand of Nature ? and, 
veſides, thoſe principles are ſo brief and 
ſimple, that no toil, no watching, appears 
neceflary for learning them, or fixing 
them in the memory. Nay, a wife and 
u mother cannot avoid knowing / theirs; 
the emotions of inſtinct teach her to do 
good, and to refrain from evil. An in- 
ward and ſecret voice directs her to dil- 
tinguiſſi one of theſe from the other. 


e eur be ſhe read that wauld 
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ee theſe od ethehalband of 80. 
ohiſcafitiſhed his harangue, and the whole 
company ſeemed to be convinced by the 

force of his arguments. Nair zebah alone 
ſhewed, by her looks, that ſhe was not 
guite convinced, and ſeemed to with that | 

ſome champion would ſtart up to com- 
bat the ſephiſt, and diſpute the victory 
with him. Her emotions had not eſcaped 


the obſervation of Miſogug, becauſe his 


eyes had been fixed on her during the 
Whole oration. He now roſe, and, mak- 
ing a modeſt bow, aſked her permiſ- 
ſion to give his opinion on the preſent 


queſtion. The fair Nairzebah made no 


objections; nay, ſhe told him, that every 
perſon would be delighted to hear him 
plead the cauſe of a ſex that merited his 


HO and had been treated with 
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3 by the huſband 
of Sophiſca. I muſt beg your indul- 
gence, replied Miſogug, bluſhing, and 
vith a tremulous voice: if my weak at- 
tempt prove unſucceſsful, your kind in- 
dulgence will conſole me under my de- 
feat. Indulgence is moſt generally aſk- 
ad by thoſe who have leaſt need of it, re- 
pPlied Nairzebah: and Miſogug, thus en- 
couraged, ſat down, and began, by ad- 
 grefling himſelf particularly to the huſ- 
band of Sophiſca, in the following man- 
Dr? 4s n m TIVITY E6., 4 
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en e 3 that the fair 

" ſhould be kept in a ſtate of ignorance, 

and you would forbid them the purſuit 

of knowledge, betauſe your own ſex 

is: but too med, and becauſe you 
wiſh the ladies to dedicate that time to 

ſentiment uhich: they employ in reflec- 

- tion Ian nne | 

Aden T 
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you” ſupport ſuch à cauſe; to you it is 
in ſome degree perſonal; and when 
ſpeaking on that fide of the preſent 
queſtion which you have choſen, you may 
be conſidered as defending” a private 
cauſe of your on. But becauſe one 


woman has cultivated her underſtanding 
by literary purſuits,” to ſuch a degree aa 
10 render herſelf inſufferable in the ort 
dinary intercourſe of life, muſt we thence 
conelude that the reſt of the ſex ought 

to leave theirs entirely without eultiva- 
tion? Muſt we aſſume the 'barbarous 
manners of thoſe Eaſtern nations, who 
confine the fair ſex from the ordinary in- 
tereourſe of ſociety, and require of them 
no other ſervice bur e ee ge 
Nr, ere ET a pH 2 


: Hide; Gor gr) de b ed | 
veſt yourſelf of all partiality; forget, for 
a moment, that your wife happens to have 
sinn Q. 2 575 rather 
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rather too much of the literary lady about 
her; let us aim at the knowledge of the 
truth, and let ns inquire after it together. 
Among ſavage nations, no doubt, there 
is no occaſion that the women ſhould cul. 

| tivate the ſcienees, or labour to enrich 
their underſtanding with the treaſures of 
; philoſophy. Among thoſe: nations, man 
: knowing no other right but that of force, 
- opprefles the weaker ſex without ſhame 
or ſcruple, and condemns them. to the 
meaneſt drudgery. And, therefore, in 
ſuch a ſtate of ſociety, the female ſex en- 
joy neither leiſure nor opportunity for in- 
dulging in reflection and ſtudy, though 
they were ever ſo much diſpoſed to it. 
| Belides, why need they enter into that 
train of ſtudies which raiſe human beings 
to heaven, and even introduce them into 
che ſecrets of the Deity? We labour, not 
to acquire knowledge merely with a view 
to AO * but to render us 
67 £0 amiable 
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amiable cr reſpectable in the intercourſe 
of lite. Science is a ſpecies of fruit whoſe 
reliſh and favour we cannot enjoy, but 
when we ſhare it with ſonie agreeable and 
engaging friend. But thoſe women, who 
live in the ſavage ſtats; have not even the 
pleaſure of receiving the gratefulacknow- 


ledgments of their children fox bringing 


them into life: As ſoon as they have nd 
farther oecaſion for the nouriſhment of 
the'breaſt, as ſoonas their feet acquire fuffi- | 
cient-ltrength and nimbleneſs to conduct 
themalong the track of abareoragoat, and 
their arms ſuſſicient vigour to bend the 


bow or launch the: zavelin, they forlake 


their mothers, cho make no attempts to 
retain them; and thei fathers, who: wan- 
der through the woods, hold no commu- 
nication with their yyives; but: 10: gratiß 
their groſſer appetites. There ſubſiſts in 
ſuch a ſoeiety no confra@,: no bond, no 
ſocial intercourſe, between; huſband [and 
„ an. V3 F wife 
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wife. The women therefore, in ſuch z 
Rate of ſociety, could ſtudy only for. them- 
ſelves; ſo it is as well for them not to 


| nnn Si x6, 
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ke any great occaſion to engage induſ- 


triouſly in the labours of the mind. Po- 


liticab diffenſions, and factious tumults, 
"which often diſtract their country, render 


no ſcience in any degree ſuitable to them 
but the ſrienes of arms. A helmet would 
fit on their heads. with a much better 


grace than an academic crown; and if 


their ſons learn to handle the ſword with 
dexterity, as ſoon as their arins acquire 
ſtrength to wield it, they need not take 
great pains in learning to n 
e or the W is ar 7-4 
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different. Such a kingdom as Babylon, 
in which arts, induſtry, and trade, enrick 
the ſovereign and his ſubjects; while he 
contributes to increaſe and ſecure their 
wealth and happineſo, by his paternal atten- 
tionto their welfare — Sucha kingdom muſl 
be viewed in another light. In ſuch 2 
kingdom as Syria, and particularly in 
ſuch a city as that which, We inhabit —x 
city in which ſocial manners render the 
eaſy intercourſe: of the two ſexes conſtant- 
y proper, it is neceſſary, in order to car- 
ry on that mutual communication of 
ſentiments and ideas which is the ſource 
of the moſt refined and lively enjoyments 
of both the ſexes I ſay, it is neceſſary 
that the charms of wit and good ſenſe be 
united with thoſe of beauty; and that 
knowledge and taſte contribute to exalt 
and improve that happineſs which a man 
enjoys in the company of his miſtreſs or 


ee 22 
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ent from thoſe rude and ſavage tribes, 
who inhabit the caves of Caucaſus, exact 
not from their wives abject ſubmiſſion or 
blind obedience; they are not actuated by 
a furious violence, which can be reſtrain- 
ed or calmed only by granting them in- 
ſtantly all their demands: No; they are 
tame and pliant, almoſt: enervated by lux- 
ury, and yielding more and more every 
day to her power; and it would be an 
_"obje@ of the higheſt importance to point 
out to them the ways of virtue, and lead 
them in the narrow paths of wiſdom. 
But who ſhall recall them 205 the love of 
virtue aud the practice of their duty, if 
not their ordinary companions? and what 
means can theſe employ for that purpoſe, 
but the graces of a mild und artful elo- 
cution, or even the thunders of impe- 


rious eloquence, and all tlie alluremenits of 
art? From their cradle, the arts have 


conſtituted. their higheſt pleaſures. By 
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theſe alone will they be able to command 
attention; by theſe alone will they be able 
to combat the vices which are produced 
by thoſe very arts, and imitate certain 
daring and ſkilful phyſicians, who make 
uſe of one poiſon as an antidote „ 
the effects of another. 


4 0. to cure e Gel halben of bar 
follies, is not the only benefit which wo- 
men may derive from taſte and ſcience. 


Have they not children, to whom they 


muſt teach the diſtinctions between good 
and evil as ſoon as their reaſon begins 
to expand? The women of a barbarous 


tribe confine their cares to the health and 
ſtrength of their offspring: but we expect 


more from her who lives in poliſhed ſo- 
ciety ; ſhe muſt inſtruct her offspring in 


the ſocial duties; ſhe muſt, from time to 


time, inculcate into the breaſt of her fon 


_ ole principles whoſe natural tendency .- 
©? A I | og 


A 


— 4 = ; 
— Y w_ n 
—— —ů— — —— 
= 
— — 4 


* 
4 
— — 

* 


. 
* > 
1 
* 
—— = . 
oy - — . T 2 23 
5 — 08 1 * * — 2 == 
4 2 a S CG ee ee, TI IS 


NG m" A 
—2ͤ«õͤ 0 —— 


6... 


—_— = 


— 


— ating ere moemmon— . 
rr Ä CU OO Roar 


— —— 


* 


c 

is, to enable him to ſecure his own real 
happineſs, and to promote the happineſs 
of his brethren around him: ſhe. muſt 
inform him concerning the dignity of his 
nature, and the end of Kis being: by 
teaching him to know himſelf, ſhe muſt 
endeavour to prevent him from debaſing 
himſelf, by indiſcretion, meanneſs, or folly. 
And how in the world can ſhe perform 
theſe important offices, without being 
herſelf acquainted with all the ſecrets of 
morality, and even teligion, and without 
acquiring, by the habitual exerciſe of her 
faculties; the force af eloquence, and the 
inſinuating graces of perſuaſien ? Mor- 
al truths; you ſay, are eaſily known, 
becauſe nature has impreſſed them on 
every heart; there is not much toil, or 
Watching, or fatigue neceffary for ac- 
quiring them. Be itſo. A ſoſt voice with- 
in is conſtantly whiſpering to us—not to 
FF do to others what we would not chu 

21 * to 
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to ſuſfer from them. That prineiple, ho 
doubt, isfufficient for the direction of our 
general conduct. But can the ſimple 
dictates of conſcience be readily applied 
to all the various ſituations and circum- 
ſtances of life? Do not occaſions ariſe | 
when it becomes neceſſary for man to 
ſacriſice his life for the intereſts of his 
country, and even to butcher his bre- 
thren? Morals are eafy and ſimple to 
the man who lives a private and retired 
fe; but in the buſtle” of ſociety, and 

amid the intricacies of ſtate affairs, aſ- 
ſume a more complicated appearance. 
But a young man muſt be prepared for 
the buſtle of the world and buſineſs of life; 
and: who but a motlier can hope to per- 
form to him this ſervice ſucceſsfully? yet 
what mother will: ſucceed who is unac- 
quainted with hiſtary,-potitics, and thoſe 
other ſciences yhichenableus to open and 
penetrate through the complicated wind- 
ings of the human heart? 


You 


- Yov have ſaid, Sir, that women are 
Horn for the enjoyment of eaſe and quiet, 
as appears from the delicacy of their 
bodily conſtitution. With regard to the 
delicacy of their conſtitution, I entirely 
; | agree with you; but from that very cir- 
dumſtance I conclude that they are de- 
Ggned by nature for ſtudy and mental 
labour. The huſband is deſigned by na- 
ture to till the earth with his muſcular 
arms, to bear burdens; and to expoſe 
himſelf to the ſeverities of heat and cold, + 
in the daily toils which it is neceſſary for 
him to undergo, in order to ſupply his 
on wants, and the wants of his family. 
Action is enjoined him by the command 
ol his Creator; and here we find a new 
Rreeaſon to admire the goodneſs of the Su- 
preme Being. An active life, far from 
being hurtful to him, appears abſolutely 
neceſſary for invigorating his ſtrength 
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d6lence would throw him ate a nel 
lethargy and languor, from which death 
would enſue; this is what has induced a 
certain Babylonian ſage to pretend, that 


andreſlection, is depraved, and counteracts 
the principles of his nature. In what 
ſelf, when her huſband is abroad, or is en- 
gaged in ſuch à manner that he cannot 
conveniently enjoy her converſation? Na» 
ture has directed hr to reflection, in or- 
der to preſerve her from ſpleen; while ſhe, 
with equal benevolence, directs $im to ex- 
erciſe. Obſerve, beſides, that the body 
muſt be at reſt when the mind is enga- 
ged in active exerciſe; that both the read- 
er and the writer mult retire from the 
buſtle of ſociety and the fatigues of buſi- 


neſs, to the quiet of a cloſet and the, 


comfort of an eaſy chair. When they 
ve to compoſe themſelves, or to read the 
Vol. U. R com- 
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Jompdivien of others, and the eaſy chair, 
becoming like the tripod of the Pythoneſs, 

enablestheperſon who occupies it to ſpeak 
with the wiſdom of an oracle: —If, there- 
fore, it be allowed, that man is made for 
action, and woman for repoſe; and that 
we cannot engage in mental labour, ex- 
cept when we are in the enjoyment of 
leiſure and eaſe; we can no longer he- 
ſitate to conclude, that woman was born 


for ſtudy; and who can, with any reaſon 


blame her, for cultivating and adorning 
her underſtanding with the ſtudy of what 
the ancients have written concerning mo- 

Wann and the fine art? 4 
_ 

Wa may conclude, that there is 4 
any branch of knowledge unſuitable for 
che fair ſex; that their abilities and cir- 
cumſtances render them capable of the 
ſtudy of any ſcience, and that their cha- 
2 mothers and wives, ought not to 

A Preclude 
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preclude them from literary purſuits. II 
is impoſſible to advance any thing plau· 
ſible againſt. them, without having re- 
courſe to the aid of ſophiſtry: yet I could 
wiſh, that their ſtudies always bore ſome 
relation to the duties that are incumbent 
upon them; I could wiſh,.that, in the pur- 
ſuit of ſtudy they were animated by a 
deſire of improving the characters of 
their huſbands, 5 forming their - 
dren to virtue. 


are ſmall hopes of accompliſhing that 
end by the help of mathematics and 
algebra; and I agree with you, that it 
is a much better accompliſhment for the 
ladies o be able to read and write love- 
letters than to deeypher Egyptian hi- 
eroglyphics: and J would not permit 
any to engage in ſuch abſtruſe ſtudies, 
but ſuch as have no family, and are un- 
R 2 connected 
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tonnected with ſociety by any tender 
bond. But why ſhould 1 deny the reſt 
permiſſion to compoſe fine verſes, enter- 
© taining romances, and other agreeable 
trifles of a fimilar nature; ſince they are 
fit for the taſk, and generally give them 
higher portion of grace and ſentiment 
than the writers of our ſex? Sentiment 
ſeems, to me, to be beſtowed on women 
in place of reaſon; and if we wiſfi them 
to give us judicious advice; and to con. 
duct us in the paths of happineſs, let us 
leave them to ſentiment, and never forbid 
them to uſe a power, which at onee ren- 
ders them amiable in our eyes, and us in 
theirs. In ſhort, would you wiſh the 
charms of mutual intercourſe and conver- 
fation, which conſtitute the charms of ſo- 
eiety, allow them to improve the charms 
of converſation, by aſpiring to thoſe plea- 
ſures which the favours of the muſes con- 
ler: let them ſometimes crown your brows. 
Nees N 6 with 
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with the freſh roſes of poeſy; ſometimes 
footh your ſorrows with the harmonious 
ſounds of muſic, and ſometimes preſent 

you with a portrait of the ſmiling infant 
whom you and they careſs. Inſtead of 
diſcouraging them by the unreaſonable 
ſeverity of criticiſm, generouſly applaud 
their productions; you will then ſee them 
produce maſterpieces; and the eſteem with 
which they will inſpire you, will heighten 
and refine the affeQion which you before. 
entertained for them: you will then find 
marriage a ſtate of real happineſs; and 
the joys you will taſte in that condition, 
will be ſearce inferior to the felicity of 
the immortal powers who-inhabit the 
ſtars that ſparkle around the throne of 
che great Orolmades. | 


F xxow yell, aches Miſogug, ſtill 
directing his diſcourſe to the huſband of 
_— F know well that you will 
R 3 never 
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never enjoy true happines with your 
wife: a lady of her rank, and in her ſitua- 
tion, ſhould make ſtudy her, amuſement, 
not her principle employment: but becauſe 
your wife renders you unhappy. by her 
extravagant attachment to ſtudy, is that 
any reaſon why other ladies ſhould be 
prohibited from adorning themſelves with 
the flowers of literature? Reclaim the 
fair Sophiſea, if you can, but prohibit not 
the reſt of theſex from acquiring ſuch ca- 
eompliſhments as may render them more a- 2 1 
miable in our eyes, and attach us to them 
by ſtill ſtronger bonds. The agreeable 
Þ, to them, the uſeful: their fair hands 
eull, at once, both flowers and fruits, 
In ſhort, Sir, in my opinion, the ſciences 
are, to the fair ſex, what relaxations are 
| to a magiſtrate. The magiſtrate cannot 
| employ himſelf uninterruptedly in diſ- 
charging the awful and important duties 
1 his office; he mf, now. and then, 


* indulge 
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mdulge himſelf in innocent amuſements 
But, were a judge to be always dancing, 
he would not be regarded as ſupporting. 
with propriety, the dignity of his office. 
In the fame manner, the woman who: 
dedicates all her time to reading and 
ſtudy, muſt be a very unamiable female 
character. Heaven has given you a 
lady of that character; you ſhould ſub- 
mit to your lot without repining, nor 
preſume to calumniate others who do not 


T ts diſcourſe of Miſogug's made 2 
powerful impreſſion on all the company. 
The fair Nairzebali, who loved, and 
eultivated literature, not to ſuch a degree 
as to render herſelf ridiculous by the pur- 
fuit of it, but only ſo far as to be able to 
cull and enjoy its fruits, ſnewed the or- 
ator, by an inchanting ſmile, that he had. 
fpoken much the ſame as ſhe would have 
2s 4 ſpaken: 
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ſpoken herfelf; and the huſband of 80. 
phiſca acknowledged himſelf to be con- 
futed. He ſaid, that he would not blame 
his wife for making verſes, or reſolving 
problems; it theſe occupations did not 
turn her attention from the duties which 
fhe owed to her daughter: and her huf- 
band. He faid further, that the fair ſex 
appeared to him finely qualified for ex- 
celling in the fine arts; but that when 
they happened to be chemiſts, there was 
no occaſion for them condemning their 
huſbands to blow up the furnaces in their 
}aboratories.- The reſt of the company 
were nearly of the ſame opinion, and the 
queſtion was ſtill under diſcuſſion, when 
a ſervant informed Nairzebah, that * 
_ was on _ table. 
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Moove had often aſſiſted at Baby- 
lonian ſuppers, but had never found him- 
ſelf ſo happy at any of thoſe entertain» 
ments as now. There was no petulant 
wit, to engroſs the converſation, and re 
late long ſtories which every body knew 
before, ar diſcourſe obſcurely on bc 
perſon ſpoke in his turn; and if any one 
told a ſtory, he was lively and brief, that 
he might leave his neighbour to do the 
fame if he thought proper. There were 
no ſharp, diſputes, no injurious language. 
Kind indulgence ſmiled on every brow, 
and pleaſure ſparkled in every eye: every 
ane looking on Nair zebah as the only di- 

Ati vinity: 
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vinity worthy of their homage, addreſſed 
to her their diſcourſe, their little ſtories, 
and their bunt mtr. While all were thus 
charmed wilh, and all were ſtriving to 

pleaſe the fair lady, Miſogug, from time 
to time, caſt a tender and impaſſioned 
look om her whole aſſemblage of charms; 
and; more than once, had the pleafure of 
obſerving that Nairzebah, now and then, 
eondeſcended to ſteal-aiglance at him, but 
without. ooquettry or affectation. Nair 
zebah was. tender and honeſt hearted ; ſhe 
had never been guilty of deceit; and Mi: 
ſogug, who now began to Rave ſome ex: 
perience among the female ſex; made no 
doubt that he had made æ lively impreſi 
fon upon her heart. She had already ſaid 
one very flattering thing to him; he had 
heard her with emotions of gratitude; 
and when he examined his own heart, he 
gradually diſcovered that he was affeQed 


"__ other. emotions befides thoſe of gra- 
* 


* 0 23 
| tirade, and was fallen deeply In me 


with her. And indeed how could he 


have reſiſted the charms of the fair Nair- 


zebah? She was in the flower of her age, 


poſſeſſed all the attractive graces of the 
ſpring of life, and you could not name 
a virtue with which ſhe was not endowed. 
Her eyes were large and beautiful; you 
could not meet their glance, without 
feeling your heart affected with the emo - 


tions of deſire. Vet ſhe was ignorant 


of their power, and never thought of a- 
buſing, or even. making uſe of it. Her 
mouth was little; and her lips were co- 
loured with the moſt beautiful vermilion. 


rather to excite admiration than delight, 
and there are fair faces perfectly regular. 
Nairzebah's face was rather too long, 
like thoſe of the celebrated beauties 
of ancient Greece; but each feature 


en 9 perfect; and ſhe 
might 


— — 33 m = 


no 
i ; . ' — D6: L — OE — 
— — < = E a.” — 2 _ 6 — * Wy — _ * = 
— Om 20 . EYE ole 4% eg ufc SOS & WAS. AAS RRRUAL a 7. 1 - - ow — u — + 


Regular ſymmetry of features is non 


_ 
— wy —— . 
. 


— — 


—— — ——— ———ñ ——ä—ͤ 
dk . l — 


=— - s <a * 
—— On On ——ů — > — — — 
1 — 2 n © —_— — 7 3 


| _ Ts 3 
might be ſaid to be at once both hand. 
dome and beautiful. In order to give a 
proper deſcription of her, we muſt make 
wiſe of both theſe epithets; perhaps even 
then our deſcription will be imperfect. 
Her throat was living alabaſter, beauti- 
fully rounded, and endowed with another 
quality, fo rare and precious, that it ap- 
peared to be juſt ſpringing into life. 
Her ſize and ſhape had attained their 
Juſt proportions: her ſtature was neither 
tall nor diminutively little. A perſon 
would have ſaid, that the fair Nairzebah 
had reſolved to grow no taller, in order 
k that the beholder might be ſurprized to 
| fee ſuch dignity and grace in ſo ſmall a 
| figure. In ther motions and carriage 

| The was equally diftant from petulant 
=X levity or ſtiff conftraint ; all her geſtures 
S Vere «diſtinguiſhed by dignity and deco- 
rum, as well as by that graceful eaſe, 
| which art cannot confer, and which is 
_ one 
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done of the moſt profound ſectets of na: 


ture; with the: ſhape! and ſtature of -2 
nymph, and the beauty of -2-goddeſs 3 


ſuch was the lady whom I have erer 


aucnsed to deſerve.) 
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Ir I 0 found my abilities e 
to the delineation of her perſonal charms, | 


what reaſon have I to fear that Iſhall be un · 
ſucceſsful when I attempt to deſcribe the 


qualities of her heart, and the/accoms 


pliſhments of her underſtanding? Her 
heart, ſuperior to all praiſe, knew no 
ſentiments but what aroſe from the love 
of good, no deſires inconſiſtent with the 
love of order: tender, generous, and 
delicate, it eagerly led her to ſeek out 


void obſerving them, and were ſo extra- 
ordinary that none who poſſeſſed not 
a abilities could do them juſtice 
Vor. II. 8 in 


and relieve the unfortunate: her virtues 
thone ſo conſpicuous that none could a: 
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Inincefevipdone: profound, liberal, and 
Various in her views, and particularly, 
flexible; hen ſhe: ſet herſelf to meditate 
upon any object, ſhe never loſt ſight of 
it by purſuing it too far. After having 
long followed it, ſhe eaſily returned to the 
point from which ſhe: had ſet out, and 
the eaſe with which ſhe returned was 
equal to the boldneſs with which ſhe had 
ing; and, though enriched with nen ? 
Gircidi amid the an 3 or 
error; her opinions had: no leſs ſtability 
than the deciſions of her judgement. 
_ Her converſation comes next to engage 
my praiſe. A clear and unaffected elo- 

; <utten'eendered it always charming, and 
never tireſome :- ſhe ſpoke the fineſt 
dea che ok ce. of voice, 
. and 


ed 2 


0 . 
l watimreraafedieraicaia dase 
of her words or phraſes; and the ladies 
or gentlemen; who heard her, often con- 
ſidered themſelves as poſſeſſing more wit 
chan what ſhe diſplayed to them: in her 
leiſure hours ſhe ſometimes attempted 


ou nn OE | 


tured to e meer | 
and, though: the was miſtreſs of as many 
languages as the fair Sophiſca, ſhe-never 
verſatian ; but with her eyes, when {he | 
thought proper, ſhe could ſpeak all lan- 
guages; modeſty improved all her vir- 
tues, and, by coneealing her abilities, ſhe 


eccaſioned their being more highly valued 
than thoſe which the vanity of their poſ- 
ſeſſors oſtentatiouſly diſplays. What was 
particularly. -admired in her converſation 
was, that whatever ſhe advanced ſeemed 
nile naturally, without, being ſtudiouſ- 
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creet, witliout diſſimulation; and atten. 


never fatigued-thofe with whom ſhe con · 
verſed with impertinent queſtions, nor 


thoſe of e: Ahe Knew the ao 


degree of every thing; and never exceed: 


ed, but in order Wer eee 
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EY ici age had always the hin Arts 
pheity, the fame mildneſs;' and, in Hort, 


mie ſame character, unchanged, She was 
deſcended from royal blood. Her eyes, 


her lock; her mein, and her, noble con- 
duct, bore conſtant teſtimony to the high- 


A And, but for them, 


* 2. who 


who would ever have known it. She hack 
expreſsly forbidden the people of her fa- 

mily to give her the title of Highneſs, and 
never aſſumed, it though none could re- 
fuſe it her. She thought all mankind na- 
turally her equals, and ſought to be ſu- 
perior to them in nothing but greatneſs. 
of ſoul;- It muſt, be owned, that ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed greater magnanimity and delicacy of 
ſentiment than any of her acquaintance 
as appeared from her generoſity, and from 
the propriety of ber general conduct. 
She was liberal to a degree of profuſion, 
and beſtewed preſents, and largeſſes with- 
out thinking whether a revexſe of fortune 
might not one day involve her in diſtreſs. 
The Babylbnians, among whom every 
thing, was. faſhionable in its turn, were at 
that tame: poſeſſel with a. rage for diſpu- 
ting on religious matters, and ſome, of 
them went even ſo far as not to believe | 
any religion: this fury had ſeized the 
i 8 3 ladies 
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ladies of every rank and condition. Nair- 
-zebah alone had eſcaped it, rather by 
ſon; the doved her god with devout af. 
feftion, becauſe nothing in the world ap- 
peared niote/amiable than he; and tho” 
| Kition, yet wabſko fond of the marvellous, 
Ht being 3 was * GH. 
1 Ha | 
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Krected to any projet of adwantage to 
Herſelf : fie appeared to have no genius 
For herown ##airs ; but with whatdexterity 
and addreſs did the manage thoſe of her 
Friends? They never failed to fucceed 


me enforced their rights wick ſuch vi- 

Vor of argument, and ſuch energy of 
ner chat the ee u even the 
— * King 


| {C 2 Y 2 
King, granted all her demands; and thus, 
dy rendering them happy through the 
goodneſs of her heart, ſhe alſo compel- 
led others to aſiſt her generoſity : neither 
her wealth nor her eredit ſeemed to be- 
&ſled was the patrimony of the unform- 
tunate; being poſſeſſed of fuch powers as 
might well enable her to diſtinguiſh her- 
telf by raillery, the never made uſe of | 
chat dangerous weapon which nature had 
deſtowed on her. She would have bluſh». 
eee eee d boch 
from — of — Ds. | 
which would have cauſe ber both to be 
mention the impreſſion which her charms 
made on every feeling heart, as well s 
A "x e 
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dle of feeling, my deſeription would be 
only half finiſhed.” The fair-Nairzebahy, 
© who, While ſhe commanded the reſpect, 
Aracted the love of all whe-. beheld her, 


| « | arz '} 
| the emotions Which herſelf was capa- 


im es encouraged, and ſometimes re 


preſſed the expreſſions of their aſſection, 
her admirers approached: her, with: a: de- 
fire to open their hearts to hen, they were 
awed by reſpect for her virtue, and left 
her with the fear of having diſpleaſed her. 


Her charms bad no ſooner warmed the 


* heart with defire, but reſpect for | her vin 
_ rue repreſſed the riſing paſſien- H the 
fair Nairzebah's admirers were expoſed 
10 all the painful emotions that can ägi- 
tate the love · ſick breaſt, ſhe herſelf did 
not always enjoy a ſtate of calm indiffer- 
ence. She had been born with a heart 
naturally diſpoſed to tenderneſs; but ro- 
.gard to duty induced her to watch over 
911 alt 
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all her thoughts, and prevented her from 


indulging herſelf in beholding, with de- 
light, the image of a lover. Thus, bet 
life was a ſcene of warfare warfare againſt the * 
lidious attacks of the tender paſſion, in 
r , Kü TORR cee eu- 6e 
conrapy. © 1. 465 4 Oily 128 muy e 
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NANA Was hin 10 neither 
chi nor che other; but both were 
inſuffcient to defend her 'againſt Miſo- 
gug, and we need not be ſurprized to ſee 
him ſucceed in à very ſhort time. A 
virtuous woman, who is in love with à 
worthy man, will not be aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge her paſſion. Her defeat is 
much more glorious than à feigned re: 
ſiſtance or a long inſenſibility. Miſogug, 
endowed with ſo many virtues and ſo 
many happy gifts of nature, could not but 
admire and love the perfections of Nair- 


2ebah; nor eſcape her favourable notice. 
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We left him ſeated at her table, and tranf. 
ported with the pleaſure. of ſeeing and 
Hearing her. . As ſoon as ſupper was over, 
deing entirely occupied with his feelings 
and reflections, which were meeting and 
oppoſing each other in his. heart and 
underſtanding, and gave him a penſive, 
abſent appearance. He left the company 
and retixe& to enjoy for a few minutes 
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Nairzebat's * which, though nublics 
was little frequented, by day, and ſtill 
leſs by night; thither Miſpgug retired, and 
walking with a quick pace through its 
dark and ſilent alleys, ſaid to himſelf, Was 
there ever a man more unfortunate than 
I? Conſtantly tormented with the deſire 
of finding a woman who may conſtitute 
the happineſs of my life, I have been in 
eager ſearch of her ever ſince I firſt enter- 
ed Babylon-——And why don't you put 
an end to your ſearch, interrupted a voice 
which at firſt he could ſcarce recollect? 
Have not I foretold you, that you ſhould 


| { wb ) 

words he perceived a rediſh cloud ap- 
proaching him thro? the air, which, when 
it came up to him, ſuddenly opened and 
preſented to his view his old friend the 
Archimagus, to whom ſo few things in 
ne. were unknown. | — 


282 


—— r 
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1 have found the object of your predic- 
tions, replied  Miſogugy a woman free 
from the ſelfiſhneſs, the vanity, and the 
malignity of thoſe whom I formerly ad- 
mired; one who——You would be as 
wiſe as myſelf,” ſaid the Archimagus, in- 
_ terrupting/hini, if I were to inform you 
of every thing that may happen to you 
when united wich her; and the great 
Oroſmades does not permit me to unfold 
to you the book of fate. Know, only, 
mat the fair Nairzebah is the moſt vir- 


7 tuout q of all:the women . whom: you have 
97 : : yet 


Cay _ 


is none more perfect in the whole ſex. 


Know, farther, that ſhe loves you; and if 
you have any doubt of the ſincerity of 
her affeftion, make immediately fuch a 
trial as may afford you full conviction. 
The deſire vf ererciſing, or at leaſt of 
{haring ſovereign pd wer, is the ruling paſ- 
ſion of the fair ſex: when they live under 
the empire of a monarch, there is nut ona 
of them who does not aſpire to become 
his miſtrẽſs; and this you might be fully 
enſible of when you reigned at Synopolis: 
Take this viug, with whoſe virtues and uſe 
you are already acquainted; aſſume, by 
means of it, the form of King Iſoul, and 


under that happy form return to your 


miſtreſs 3 offer her your heart, and the 
titleof Favourite, which may be highly flat- 
tering to her; and if the ſtill prefer an ob- 
ſcure lover, to a lover inveſted with the 


power, and adorned with the ſplendour of 
Vol. II. T | royalty, 


+ 218 * 


Ati: fall before lier to exprefs your 
gratitude for her kind attachment, and 
inſtantly. marry her. Tou will fee, that 
your old:crabbed preceptor, Alloyo, was 
quite wrong, when he wiſned to perſuade 
ou, that all che ſex were bad together, 
and unworthy of the affection of a virtu- 
ous man; and that I did not abuſe yau, 
when I cheered your heart with a more 
 forcurable 3 2 25 S e oth 
87 3 2503 nd mec o 
meet Miſogug was. aFelied with 
real admiration, and ſincere reſpect, for 
the virtues of the fair Nairzebah; though 
he thought her very ſuperior to all the 
ladies whom he had hitherto loved, per- 
haps even to the fair Altema; yet he had 
been ſo often deceived, and ſo often miſ- 
taken, that he was now afraid of deceiving 
himſelf anew. Time, experience, and 
the perfidy of his miſtreſſes, had render- 
8 ed him diſtruſtful: he therefore recei- 
e Ae 
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pul, thanked hith for his good advice; 


he even invited him to his wedding, pro- 
vide the fair Nairzebah ſhould: accept 


his hand; ſo they parted, ee * 


WN to meet en very ſoon. * 
Nan eg. d. 0er Nd S751 5 8 
| (Tart geſt thing Git Mitozug-did wen 


he ſaw himſelf maſter of this wonderful 
ring, was to aſſume the form, not of 
King Iſoul, but of an old courtier, who | 


was à great favourite of the King's, and 


who, witk the publie, was-confidered/as | 


the conſident of his:Majelty's moſt ſecret 


thoughts; and under thut form he, nent 
day, waited on the fair Nairzebah. She, 
being © little furpriſed at that viſit, pre- 
famed. to aſk the pretended courtier what 
had occaſioned her being ſo highly and 

ſo unexpectedly favoured? Miſogug in- 


| ONES the King, his maſter, had 


'F _— ſome- 


ved the ring from the hands e 


and ſwore that he would inſtantly obey it: 
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— to ſay to her, and that he was 
coming to wait en her that very evening, 
to communicate a ſecret of the higheit 
importance. The King of Babylon come 

to wait upon a lady belanging to his court! 
Nut King Houl, oſten paid no reſpect ta. 
etiquette ; and what under a former reign 
would have been improbable, was now 
no way unlikely The fair Nairzebah 
teplied modeſtly, that the honour-which 
her ſovereign meant to de ber was very 
flattering to her, that ſhe was ready to re- 
ceive him, and obey his commands, vhen- 
e 8 ted ſigniſy them to 
ber. Any eher woman would have 
been unable to conceal henjoy; but Nair - 
zebah heard that viſit announced without 
ſhewing eny marks either of pleaſure or 
of pain: This beginning of the trial wad 
not inauſpitieus . Miſogug left her with 
high ſatisfaction, and that ſame evening 


returned, under the form of che King, 10 
uct r fulfil 


5 ( 421 ) 
fulfil the. promiſe that had been made by: 
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4 bir Naitzebati * expected 
ene and diſtant 
reſpect; ſhe proſtrated herſelf, according 
to cuſtom, to kiſs the: duſt of his: feet; 
but Mifogug, as will readily be thought, 
had too much gallantry: to allow her to 
take that trouble: they were alone, in a 
cloſe apartment; and as no perſon could 
hear them, Miſogug addreſſed her in the 
following words: Fair Nairaebah, I could 
not behold- you without loving bu 
am a King, and an huſband, and the fair 
Immaroe is worthy of the, faithful affecs 
tion of a huſband; but the deity who 
guides. my ſteps is much more powers 


commands me to adone yqu; and how 


can I reſiſt his power ꝰ By a fingle word 


you may determine.my happinels or ap 


Au "IS __ miſe. 


ful than the monarehs of the earth; he 
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miſery... H you yield to my wiſhes, res 
eeceive, at the ſame time, the title, the 
credit, and all the honours of a favour- 
ite; but if vou refuſe to liſten to my . 


prepare MAE I LP 1a pp 
| 18 N 
een eee eee eee 


without any thing of that haughty ſeveri- 
ty ſo. uſual with deſpots- The fair Nair- 
zebah, therefore, liſtened to it without 
any reſentment; and, aſſuming a tone 
1 confeſs, Sir, repled ſhe, with mildneſt 
and fenfibility, I confeſa that my pride 
of attachment, were it not accompanied 
which. diſtinguiſhes your character. I am 
not accuſtomed to Hear the deelarationt 
of monarchs, whatever rights they may 
Pretend to have over" thoſe whom they 
| ans their ſubjeQts; and if yours were not 
o C: 1 made 


cw)... 
made in ſuch. à ſtile as muſt diſarm rev 
fentment, I muſt, doubtleſs, have had 
the misſortune to oſſend yon by the man- 
ner in which I ſhould have rejected it 
but ſince truth alone ſeems to have dic- 
tated your words, the example which 
ene 2s too good fos me not to mi. 


— Wie een 
e e has conducted you 
dither, you ſay, is more powerful than 
all the monarchs. of the earth 5 and he 
compels you to love me. But, alas! he 
exerciſes the ſame imperious power over 
my heart; be compels me, alſo, io love: 
impreſſed upon my. heart; b nouriſh in 
my breaſt a ſecret paſſion for a man, who, 
Ia my eyes; is preferable to all che Kings 
mats the gud and +molt lovehanF 
N ; | Queens. 
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| Queens. Think then yourſelf, if Tan 
properly accept the rank which you offer 
me; what f- uld I gain by facrificing the 
happineſs of my liſe to tlie vain pleaſurd 
of ſnaring your power, and ſubjecting 
to my will a nation w¹õ would xeſpect 
me as the favourite of theis Monarch 2: 


ANOTHER reaſon, continued Nairze- 
bah, would prevent me fromm accepting 

à title which is ſo fondly wiſhed for | by 
{0 many other women, even granting 
Have you not a Queen, whom; Heaven 
tat can attract the love of a nable and 

generous heart? Should I injure her, by 
depri ving her of ene on which ſhe, with. 
How could I conſign her to ſname and 


forrow, by cruellyidepriving her of the 
attentions of her beloved huſhand ?. Can 


cas) 
you, Sir, think me capable of fach baſe: 
neſs? Ah! retutn to Queen Immaroe, ſhe 
is all charming, the is an hundred times 


better than Nairzebah; and, believe me, fo: 


WR WO PEI 
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Aar the e eee to himſelf, "_ 


diva wager of Mifegug at 
this anſwer” from Nairzebah. All that 
nom cemained ti make him certain of 
his happineſs, was to know what happy 
man was the object of her ſeeret affettion ; 


he fotully hoped: that it was no other than 


dimſelf; yet he durſt not venture ſo far 
28 to aſſume his own form and declare 
kimſe lf. Well then, continued he tremb- 
ling, ſince I may not hope to gain your 

ve myſelf, 1 have at leaſt ſore right to 
your confidence. Name the happy mak 


who is the object of your heart; I + "Car 


not help envying his liappineſs; yet re- 
1 ſpecting 


En - 

fſpeding your choice, I will endeavour to 
extinguiſh the flame which you have 
kindled in my breaſt; and when I ceaſe 


ct de his rial, will become his friend! 


Mis friend cried: Nairzebah} àkh ! you 
| have been, and no deubt flill aré hie 
friend. Judge then whether you can ap- | 
prove of nry attachinent to kim, ind 
whether the delieacy of yeur ſentiments 
will not free ydu ſiom every. wiſni, to de 
prive him of his conqueſt; T never had as 
ny friends but one, replied Miſogug, who 
for a conſiderable time held the office of 
Grand-Cuphearer 3 he was aftetwards Ges : 
nerat ofmyarmits;and triomphed:;overmy 
enemies, yet ſought no pleaſure, nor re- 
Vard but that of obliging me. O if he 
were ſo happy as to have merited your 
eſteem! *Fis he himſelf, replied Nairze. 
Þah.—Who can be more "worthy than 
your _ Majeſty: of knowing my” ſecret? 
Who more deſerving of a confidence? 

7 Lou 


Ly 
— 


Nou know: Miſogug's virtues, and you 
do them juſtice. Could you blame me 
for imitating yourſelf?” An if you behold 
with any indulgence my attachment to 
your friend, permit me, Sir, to give my 
heart wholly up to ſo worthy a man, and 
let us gratify our mutual Affection by 
——_— 
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whit" ſhe! Was ſaying, Miſogug, being 
tranſported with joy, took off his ring, 


and reſuming his proper ſhape and ap- 


pearance, fell at his miſtrels's feet. She 
was ſo terrified at that Uunexpeftcd meta- 
morphoſis as to faint away. Miſogug 


brought her back to life without much 
diffculty. Love is a deity who delights | 


to perform extraordinary things, and, he 
might well exert his power to Psd 
the happineſs of Nairzebah and Miſogug. 
You are now no ſtranger to my fenti- 
54 4 ments 
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wenn, fild ſhe; -opening her fair eyese 
but pray by what prodigy, by what pioce 
of inchantment? Miſogug explained the 
whole to ber, aſked ber pardon for pre 
fuming to make ſuch a trial of her diſpo- 


 Stions, and love readily: granted the 1 
W nere 


* s 
ent PTY Ps 
Ls * 84 


Nairzebah was a aides and therefore 
Jing none to direct or reſtrain her choice, 

but her own heart. Miſogug adored ber, 
and was alſo his own maſter; ſo they 
made haſte to be married, and only beg- 

| gel the good King Iſoul to give his con- 
ſent to the union; |Iſoulwas delighted to | 
hear of Miſogug's happineſs, and teſtified 
his approbation of his choice, by a num» 
der wee! f magnificent err Miſogug 

by ding was Ce wh api nc. 


A lady, on the day of her marriage, was 
liged to appear five 6ͤ—— 
2225313 * | ber 


her huſband, each time arrayed ind die 
ferent dreſs, and ſhe was to dreſs and uns f 


dreſs to the found of muſical inſtruments. 
Nairzebah ſubmitted to that cuſtom, 
which had long prevailed at Babylon; 
and never had Miſogug's eyes beheld a 
more raviſhing fight. But. the vatious 
add to her beauty ; it was ĩmpoſſible for 
| Her to become more beautiful; whatever 
ſhe put on, aſſumed new beauty when 
worn by her. One dreſs preſented her 
under the form of Flora, another gave 
her the ſhape of Hebe; in this ſhe would 
have been taken for the majeſtic Iſis, and 
in another dreſs again ſhe aſſumed the 
'graceful form of the huntreſs Diana. 


lITocumus, was preſent at the mar- 
riage, and appeared happy at beholding 
their happineſs. This happineſs laſted 
three years, without diſturbance or inter- 
Vol. IL U  ruptions 


en 

- Fuption: and, indeed, how could it fuffer 

any change? Miſogug, every day, ' dif. 

covered new virtues and new charms in 

his wife; ſhe made him a father; and 

love and natural affection then combined 

to unite the little family in the cloſeſt 

bonds. Ah! why is no earthly happineſs 

5 permanent? why do none but the inha- 
- bitants of Heaven taſte laſting felicity? - 
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| "'T'rzrx was then in Babylon a young | | 1 
ſculptor of the name of Pharnazal, news . | 
ly arrived from Taprobane, whem King | 


Iſdul had invited to his court, that he 
might decorate his palace with ſtatues of 
ſome of the deities. That young man 
was not only eminent, by being ſkilful in 
his art, but poſſeſſed, beſides, ſo engage- 
ing a form, that neither the Adonis? nor 
the Mars', which were formed by his 
hands, ſurpaſſed him in beauty or grace. 
ful proportion. Miſogug's lady one day 
viſited the ſculptor's work-houſe, and 
Pharnazal was ſo ſtruck with her charms, 
that he wiſhed to repreſent her features 
in a. _ and begged permiſſion to begin 


'VUVa imme 


ue — 
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immediately. Nairzebah communicated 


his requeſt to Miſogug, who was highly 
pleaſed, to think, that the features of his 
dear wife thould” be expreffed by the 
hand of ſo ſuperior an artiſt, and readily 
agreed. Next day, therefore, Pharnazal 
waited on Nairzebah. He, firſt, expreſ- 
Jed the outlines of her features, and then 


animated 'them with the fire and the 


aftre of beauty: but as his heart was 
tender and feeling, he could not gaze u- 
pon the original without feeling the 


power of her charms. By gazing on 
Nairzebah, and delineating faithfully all 


the delicate beauties of her countenance, 


Pharnazal gradually felt her image im- 


prefied on his heart, and more faithfully 


. delineated there than the power of his 


genius could expreſs it on the marble. 
Nairzebah, on her part, could not ſee, 
without emotion, the eyes of Pharnazal 


_ Pon Rer's, n with languor, 


. : 4 . £ bs ſome- 
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Smetimes with the ardor of paſſion; bub 
always beaming the creative fire of geni+- 1 
NRZ EAN was, at firſt, dazzled 5 
and, in a/ſhort time, more affected than 
regard to duty could permit: yet ſhe. 
continued ſilent, and even reſiſted that 
involuntary inclination, with all the. 
ſtrength of reaſon and conjugal love. 
She had almoſt. triumphed over it, when 
Pharnazal, next morning, came to pre- 
fent to her the buſt, which he had now 
finiſhed. It reprefented her with the beau- 
ty of Venus, or rather with the genuine 
ad een. We ge 


-\Norene: ſvally- gave Wiser "A 
fore to the ladies of Babylon, than a-flats. 


tering repreſentation of their charms on 
canvas or marble :: That afforded them 
ſuch lively pleaſure, that ſome of them 
on E. 


_ 
have been known te ſwoon away for joy, 
and others to die of pleaſure, at the ſight 
of their own portrait. Nairzebah, not- 
withſtanding her exalted character, was 


Killa woman; the was ſo charmed with 


ber own form, that ſhe began to take 
more notice of that of the young ſculptor ; 
and that being gradually conducted by 
&lf-love within the influence of mutua} 
love, fhe liſtened with indulgence, and 
foon, alas! with pleaſure, to the declara- 
tion of his paſſion. He did not fail to 
obſerve the favourable ſtate of her affec- 
tions; and, in order to take advantage 
of it, inſiſted upon his reward. Nair- 


© zebah did not quite yield, yet the was 


not abſolutely ungrateful; and Miſogug 
entered the apartment, juſt when the ma- 


* 7 . 
- . : 4 
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"Y 
Is firſt emotions prompted him to 
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ftab them both; but being reſtramed 
dy his wonted humanity, and by the con- 
tempt which he felt for his unfaithful wife, 
he retired without injuring or reproach. 
ing them; and went to ſeek Itochipul, 
. whom he addreſſed in the following man- 
ner: Well, Sir, you have abuſed me fine» 
ty ; long have I been the ſport of your de - 
luſive predictions. You told me, that 
I ſhould find a woman who would render 
me happy, and never give me any reaſon 
10 complain of her. I fooliſhly believed 
you; I wandered from beauty to beauty, 
in ſearch of the object of your predic+ 
tions ; but all of them betrayed me, and 
expoſed me to dangers, or plunged me in 
misfortunes, the remembrance of which 
till cauſes me to fudder. Ah! cruet 
Archimagus; is this the friendſhip which 
you profeſſed for me? are theſe the fas 
vours J had reaſon to expe from you? 


% X '£ 
FrocnieuL, 


. ence. Ah! why did 1 truſt to 50 


„ 
Trochrrun, 2 little ſurpriſed, or pres 


tending to be a little ſurpriſed, aſked what: 


it was that he eomplained of with ſuch 


| bitterneſs?” Go, replied Miſogug ; go;- 
| behold that Nairzebah, whom you affirm- 
dd to be a model of virtue, and whom F. 


regarded as an angel; go, behold: her 
alone with Pharnazal, forgetting that vir- 


tue which onee endeared her to me, and 


Eſtening with extreme pleafure to his de- 
darations- of love. What! Nairzebah © 


es, Nairzebah; the woman who 


Has been faithful to me for the ſpace of 
three years; that woman; whom the rank 
of Favourite could not tempt, who prefer- 
red me, an humble ſubject, to the great- 
eſt monarch in the world, that ſame 
woman is at preſent liſtening to the cri- 
minal addreſſes of a baſe· born ſculptor : F 
beheld them with my eyes, and I can as 
little doubt of my misfortune as of my ex. 


ne , 
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s 
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Why did 1 give credit to your fallacions 
promiſes? Theſe, theſe alone, Sir, have 
precipitated me from one abyſs of miſery 
to another, and have at laſt reduced me 
to the loweſt and moſt diſmal, *Tis you 
I ſuſpe&, who, after expoſing me to ſuch 
a number of tricks from the Babylonian 
ladies, came under the form of Altema te 
betray me to the perfidious cruelty of the 
High Prieſt of Synopolis; and, not con- 
tent with expelling me from my throne, 
your malice alſo induces _ to rob me 
of my __ A £4 ww 
f . 
1 . not well leave theſe 
reproaches long unanſwered. Yes, ſaid 
he to Miſogug, it was I who, under the 
form of Altema, gave you up to- the im- 
placable rage of the Prieſt of the Ibis; but 
for me you would not have been expoſed 
on the ſea, in a little floating cheſt, with 
iN ada des re companions. 
I alone 


| © 50 ) 
Palone am the cauſe of that dreadful pu- 
niſhment to which you were condemned 
_ as well as of all the diſtreſſes which you 
have ſuffered; but I had read in the Book 
of Fate, that it was neceſſary, in order to 
improve your temper and diſpoſitions; 
chat you ſhould undergo all that ſeries of 
_misfortunes through which you Have paſ- 
fed. I had read, that, if you continued 
longer on the throne,” you would fall by 
the hand of an aſſaſſin; and I thought it 
my duty to ſave your life, by expoſing 
you to ſome difficulties. - Perhaps you 
think that theſe are all my crimes againſt 
you: but know, that I was the Achenob 
who-reſcued you from the waves; and led 
you 2 10 . * 


| Ode! \Hoovetio?! eried Miſogug; 
| — who was bin bien te 
Altema, and whoſe kind aſſiſtance no. 
? TONE more was neceffary to crown the 
Wt ms'ignity | 
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malignity of your conduct towards me, 
ä but to raviſh from me the only woman | 

who was worthy-of my affection and re- — 2 
gard; and who, after being corrected of i 
her pride, was worthy. to render any huſ- i 
band happy; I now perceive the ſum of il 
thoſe mighty obligations which. your bes 
- Nevolence has conferred upon me. 


' You ſpeak ironically at preſent, re- 

- plied Itochipul; but the - ſervices which 

I have done you are of real importance, 
and you will ſoon view them in a differ- 

ent light. That Altema, who, when di- 
veſted of her ridiculous pride, appeared 
to you ſo amiably virtuous ;——that Al- 
tema, whoſe affection appears to be con» | 
fined to me alone, deceived me {till more . 
.cruelly than you have been deceived by 0 
Nairzebah; and would have treated you 
In the ſame manner, had you been ſo un- 
fortunate as to be her huſband.— What! 
| | cried 


„ 

cried Miſogug, that Altema, who appear- 

ed ſo irreproachable, could ſhe treat you 
vorſe than I have been treated! Yes, con- 
tinued Itochipul; and what ſhould give 
you ſome conſolation is, that ſhe perfiſted 
| in her crime; and you are not certain 

that Nairzebah has not repented of her's, 
and returned to her duty with more ten- 
pr IONS” 


Wu are is: pleaſed to find a 
— in our misfortunes. Miſo- 
gug expreſſed a with to know in what 
manner the divine Altema had violated 
nn duty: and the Archimagus 
ee eee e 

handfome than the ſculptor of Ta- 


probane, uſed to carry, every morning, 


a noſegay to the fair Altema; that ſhe, 
at firſt, paid very little attention to him; 
dut, by degrees, ſhewed herſelf not inſen- 
e to the gallantry of the gardener; 


and 
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" to reward him for his flowers, ad- 
mitted him to her, arms. Seeing that 
1.could nat cure her of that fooliſh paſ. 
ſion, continued Itochipul, and conſider- 
ing that I might perhaps expoſe myſelf to 
danger by continuing to oppoſe it.; I left 
her, one fine morning, in the arms of 
Ber gallant, and came 10 Babylon, cur- 
ing the ſex with vo leſgifury than you; 
and ſwearing, like vou, that I would 
never more indulge in the follies of love: 
Not that I cannot overlook, or forgive 
the failings of the fair ſex; but becauſe | 
I am now advanced in life, and other 
amuſements and occupations are more 
ſuitable to my age. This narrative, and + 
che reflections with which it was accompa- 
nied, ſet Miſogug a- muſing tor a few mi- 
nutes: then ſuddenly breaking ſilence— 
8⁰ you don't think, cried-he, in a piteouus 
tone, that any of the women are abſolute» 
- ly perfect? Any of the women abſolutely 
TR -& per- 
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perfect! replied the Archimagus; par- 
don me, Sir, I know one with whom you 
cannot poſſibly find fault; ſhe is at hand, 
and I muſt introduce her to you. Having 
thus faid, he advanced towards a kind of 
nich, which was concealedby a large gold- 
Boe ops and, drawing the cur- 
„ ſhewed Miſogug à fine Egyptian 
9 repreſenting a woman, and in 
Aan admirableſtate of preſervation. Here, 
; cried he, ſmiling, here is a perfect woman 
for you; place your affections upon her, 
and I engage that you ſhall never have 
| cauſe to-complain of 2 choice, | 
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Mere readily comprehended the 
meaning. of theſe laſt words; and the: 
Archimagus, obſerving him to be ſome- 
what appeaſed, adviſed him to return 
calmly home tohis wife. Sheisnotabſolute-: 
ly perfect, ſaid he, but ſhe is the lady to 


whom I alluded, when I told you that 


you might find a woman who would ren- 
der you happy; and I ſtill aftirm, that 
ſhe is the moſt virtuous of all the ladies 
you have yet been acquainted with, and 
perhaps the only one worthy of your af- 
fection. She has had her moment of er- 
ror, but the women are not divinities, to 
be abſolutely faultleſs. Have they not, 
ke . ſenſes to ſeduce them, paſſions to 

a: X 2 domi- 
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C 
domineer over them, and a heart all 
glowing with emotions of tenderneſs? 
Your lady is naturally tender and feeling, 
but the is alſo virtuous: the is now la- 
menting her crime, and ſighing bitterly, 
that ſhe yielded, for a moment, to the ſe- 
duction of folly. Go to her immediately; 
and, inſteadof complaining, or threatening 
to-puniſh her, conſole and comfort her: 
endeavour to reconcile her with herſelf, 
and you will then reconcile her to her 
duty. Never forget, that women are 
beautiful butterflies, who. cannot be re- 
tained in confinement; but with bands of 
filk ; that if you load them with heavier- 
chains, they will break them in pieces, 

and take their flight, never to return. 

Violence chagrins, irritates, and loſes 
them; indulgence only can call them 
"_m a uur of 2 uh | 
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Trars wiſe difeourſe quite calmed Mifo- - 
gug's reſentment ;' he went immediately 
home, and found his wife ſhedding tears 
of deſpair. Aſhamed of her fault, the: 
would have wiſhed the earth to open an 
ſwallow her up in its bowels, that her 
fame might be concealed from every eye. 
Mifogug, ſeeing remorſe ftrongly ex- 
preſſed in her features, inſtead of re- 
proaching her, wept with her. He himſelf 
wiped away the tears which diſeoloured 
the vermilion of her cheeks: he gave her 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that he would: 
ever eſteem her as before; and by thus 
recalling her to ſelf-eſteem, gradually re- 
eſtabliſhed tranquillity and ſeeurity in her 
heart. The young ſculptor was aſked 
not to return; or rather Miſogug left 
Narzebah at liberty to ſee him again or 
not as ſhe thought proper. She ſwore ſhe 
would die rather; and ſeizing, with an 
angry hand, the fatal buſt which had 


been 
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deen the occaſion of her misfortune, ſhe 
| would have daſhed it in pieces; but Mi- 
ſogug, ſnatching it from her, and claſp- 
ing it to his boſom, covered it, with ten- 
der kiſſes. How dear muſt this be to me, 
faid he; to it I owe the happineſs of find- 
before. But for that image of her en- 
chanting featustes, ſhe would never have 
deen in danger of falling; and, but, for 
it, I ſhould not have had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing eee tare 
| mine n ur others. | 


dads une acti 
that ſcene ſtill more affecting. He had ob- 
 ferved his mother's tears, and he wiped 
955 them with his little hands. Miſogug 
| took him in his arms, and the careſſes 
which he gave him concluded this tender 
fcene. Milogug was finally happy, and 

he owed that happineſs. to a woman, as 


: 
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had been predicted to him; and he often 
repeated to himſelf, Alloyo was entirely 


wrong, in exhorting me fo earneſtly to 
avoid and deteſt the female ſex : Itochi- 
pul was right, when he aſſured me that 
I ſhould find a woman adorned with every 
virtue. Happily, his Egyptian mummy 
Has enlightened me on that head, and 
| has anſwered all my objections. 


